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As n. g'cMU'riil rule wo do tioI wanl much 
e'iiC(jTir{igcnicnL to talk ahoul ourselves; yet 
Ll»i.s little l)ook is llie n'sulL of a inendly sug- 
and even of a lilLle i'riendly pressure. 
J clorended myself willi some si)irit; huL, with 
rticlerislie LenaeiLy, llie friendly voice in- 
“You know, you really must.” 

Jl was nol an argument, bul I submitted 
iiL once. Tf one must! . 

j)ereeive Llie force of a word. He 
\vl lo wants to ])ersuade .should put his trust 
iT-Ot in the rigid, argument, but in the right 
Avorth The jiowei’ of sound has always been 
^^I’oatcr than the power of .sim.se. I don’t 
this by way of disparagement. It is 
l>olLer for mankind to be hniires.siouable than 
_i-oriocLivc. Nothing humanely great — great, 
E moan, as aireeling a whole ma.ss of lives — 
lifi.s come from reflection. On the other hand, 
cannot fail lo .see the power of more 
worcLs; such wairds as Oloiy, for instance, 
or l^Ly. 1 won’t mention any moi'e. They 



\ I' V \i I I I \ c r i; i I \ ( I 


;i j'C Ml >1 1 . 1 1 1 1 ' I ' i ' n il ' ’ t 1 1 I ! t I ‘ 

■1 1 1 ll ,M ( )( 111 I I ( i' , . ,t ' h ) h I 1 ) ,, 

i)\' I licir I innii ,i Imim ii - . i I,. , 

( ioils II) Mini h 'll Mini I - 1 'I ill' ' ! I - 

ofoinnl on w liM ii 1 1 (.mi n ■ .h . .. i 1 
" \ il ( llr ' Imi 'Dll iI ’ mi |,l , 


( )f ('( IIM’'^r (ill .IClI'M I I l M I I I ir I I 

.! 1., 

I .‘ici'cnl , Til, 1 1 \ 1 I ' n 1 1 ; 11 

-ll 1,1 

piicioils Imm". 1 ill 1 liii III l< 1 111 ' 1 

I 1 . Im.,h 

cliot'i |,s, 1 )nti f 1 It ii, 1 M (IK , i| ' 1 

.III \m In 

i('\ ('I', 1 In WII .III ,il' 1 Hi I'lim !• 

"Il 

im;i 1 Ik'Iii.'i j ic.i i 1 II i.i ' n 1,1 1 II III \ 1 

. 1 1 1 in M K 

niiniiK ,'ili Ml} i'('v)K 1 1 , iii.l 1 |i 1 

• n, - 1 i . 

( 'i \ M Mil 1 lir 1 1 II ! ’..Ml 
('('III ;IM(I I U ill MIM\ .’III. " . 1. j 

M 1 . { 1 i J< M 

iii'i 1 .'1 < ln',1 Ml 1 1 ii 1 

1 ’ i - 1 ‘ It. 

W ril 1 ('M W Ml (N ll.l \ 1 1 Ik 1 1 .n t . 

Ill fin, 


i*t'( IIK' i)mI\ fillJ I Im I m 111 in , 

(iiiisl I )(' I_\ ini' III i( w 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i In I ( ! f.i ■>’ j - I 

.'ill I lie |)l;iljil > ,(|)|| ,ili I I'l . nil , 

jM)in'(^(| dill iilniiil nil ( III. (ill , j , 

' I In' (Mil l\ MI'\ I ,I I)|. 1 1, n mi ' Mill 

iiii'iy ill' I li('t(‘. <‘Im ,( Il , , Ml I . , M i, . I I .J ( 

<|nil(’ jil li;iii((, ISiii If ) j,, 

I lirri' ;ir(' nini \\ Ik i i ,i 1 1 I,, , in n. ( , ,[ . , ,, 

>>> f IKillli’ III' )i;i\ ,i( iIh hi ,i h I ,,, 

M’l)', I liii \ <' n('\ n |i,ii I nicli In, I 

I 



A FAlNJTLIAll VRK PACK 


And ihcn Llic‘i‘(' is 1 1 ml, accrii 1. Anodu'r 
(lifflc'idLy. Kor wlio is lo l('il wliollu'r 

[lu' ncronl. is ri/^'lil or wron^' till llio word is 
sliouUsl, and Tails lo ho Iieai’d, poi’lia])s, and 
< 4 'o(‘s (U)W'ii“W'ind, loavin^^ tlio ’world iinniov(xl? 
()n('(‘ upon a linio [Ikm’o lived an oniporor 
w’lio was a sayo and .soinelliin^' oT a Hi ora ry 
man. Ho jot led dowai on lvt)ry lahlols 
I liouf^liLs, inaxinis, reflooLions W’liioli olianco 
has ])rosorv(‘d Tor llie o<lificalion oT ])()sloril,y. 
Among ollior sayings— 1 am (jiiol ing IVoin 
Inonlor.^’— I romonihcs’ tliis soloiini adinoni- 
lioii: “ KoL all Ihy Avords liavo Llio aoooni of 
heroic Irulli.” '^Plie accent of licroI(’ IrnlJi! 
tidiis is vciy fine, hnl I am tldnking lliat il 
is an easy mailer Tor an aiistoi'c ompei’or lo 
jo I, dowm grand ios(‘ ach'icc. JMost of Llic 
working I mills on Lids (sirlli ai’O lumihle, not 
heroic; and Ihcrc ha^’e hecn Limes in Ihc liis- 
lory oT mankiial wKen I lie acc'oiils oT InM’oic 
liaitli have moved il lo iiolhiiig huL derision. 

Nol)ody will exj)ecL lo find l)elwcen I he 
covers oT lids lillle hook woi’ds oT <‘\|]‘aor- 
(linary j)oLency or ae<'enls oT irrcsistihle 
heroisin. How'cver 1 mini Hating Tor my selT- 
csleem, f mnsl conTess LliaL the conn.sels oT 
IMarcus Aurelius are not Tor me. They are 
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liial ‘’‘lliere air porsotis eslonnod on llu'ir 
rciiulidioii who hy sliowin/^ I IuMns('lv<\s <[(‘Hlroy 
the opinion oiio had of IIk'iii/' 'Flii^ is l!i<‘ 
t langor iiitninrd hy an aiillior of lid ion who sols 
oiil to talk about himsi'll’ wi I hoii t, dis^iiiso. 

While llioso irniiiiisc('iil ])ajL‘'(‘s winr ap- 
pearing;' s<n'ially I was niinonst rated with for 
bad economy; as if such writing wen* a form 
of sclf-indnlg'cnce wasting the sidistanee of 
rutiire volmnes. JL seems llial, I am noL 
sufhcienLly literary. Indeed, a- man who 
never wrote a line for pi-iid, I ill he \\'as Ihirly- 
six cannot, bring biinsidf to look iijxni his (‘x- 
L.stence and his exiierience, upon tbe siiin of 
liis tliouglUs, sensations, and emotions, ujion 
liis memories and liis regrets, and the whoU' 
•:>os,scssion of bis past, as only so much ma- 
terial for his hands. Once before, some throe 
Shears ago, when I piiblislied “Tli(‘ A'Lirror of 
he Sea,’’ a vohnne of im])re.ssi()iis and inemo- 
*ies, the same remarks were niu<le to nu\ 
Practical remarks. But, (ruth to say, 1 hav<' 
icver understood the kind of thrift (hey 
‘eeommend. 1 wanted to pnj^ my trihnlc' 
o the .sea, its .shijis and its men, to whom 
[ remain in(lel>te<l for so inueli which has 
>*one to make me wluiL I am. That seemed 
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10 me llie i)Jily slia])e in wliieli I eonid oUcm' 

11 lo Llieii' shades. Tlun'c eonid iiol he j; 

qiieslion in niy mind of nnyLhin^' else. U 
quite possible that I am a bad economist | 
but it is certain that J am incorrigible. ’ 

Having matured in (he surroundings aiuil 
under the s})eeial coiidilions of sea lii'e, I liavc I 
a special picly toward I bat Jbrin (jf my past ' 
for its impres.sious were viAdd, its api)eai^ 
direct, ils demands such as ('unkl be re.sjjoiuled 
to with the natural (dation of yoidh and' 
strength equal to the call. Then' was nothing 
ill them to jiorplex a young conscience. IJav* ‘ 
iiig broken away I’roin my origins under a ^ 
storm of lilame from every cpiarler which ' 
liad the merest shadow of right to voiee au ^ 
o])inion, removed by great dislaiiees IVoin sndi ^ 
natural alfceiiun.s as wei'o still left lo nu', and ^ 
even estranged, in a measure, iVom tln'in by the 
totally unintelligible character of tin' life 
vliieh had .seduced me so niysteidously from •'i 
my allegiance, \ may safely say ilia I ihroiigh i 
the blind force of eirenmstanees the s<‘a \\'as to 
be all my world and Llie merclniiil .service my 
only borne for a long siieeession of yi'ar.s. ^ 
Xo wonder, then, llmt in my two exclusi\ely ^ 
s{'a books — “The Xhggcr of the jVarei.ssns,’' ^ 
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ikI “The Mirroi- oi' Ihc Sea” ( and in (ho few 
IiorL sen slories lik(‘ ‘'Yoiidi” and “Typhoon” 
iiave (ried with an alniosl filial ret>ard Lo 
c'licler the vibration of life in (he great 
eorld of Avafors, in I he hoar(s of (lie si ai- 
de men who liave for ages (ra versed its soli- 
iides, and also (liat somelhing sendiniL wliieli 
eems to dwell in sliiiis— (he erealnres of (heir 
ands and the ol)jee(H of their {‘are. 

One’s literary life nnist (urn frecjuenlly for 
u.sleiiance Lo nieniorios and seek diseourso 
rilh (he shades, unless one has made up one’s 
lind Lo write only in order to reproAX) man- 
iiid for A\dial it is, or jiraise it for AAdiat it 
^ not, 01 — generally~lo Leadi it Iioaa^ Lo 
ehaAan Being neither quarrelsome, nor n, 
ntterer, nor a sage, L luwe done none of 
liese things, and T am prepared to put uj) 
ei'cncly with the insignificance wliicli a(- 
lelies Lo persons Avho are not inefldlcsoine in 
)iue Avay or otlier. But resignation is not 
Klilfercnce. I Avonld not like to be left 
Landing as a more siK'ctator on Ihe l)aiik 
r Llic great stream carrying onward so many 
A'cs. I Avould fain claim for myself the fac- 
Ity of so inncli insigiil as can be expressed 
1 a voice of sympathy and compassion. 
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II .socins U) me tluil in <ine, ni l(‘nsl, nu 
Ihorilalive quarter o! erilieisni I am si isp<‘< •(('(! 
' of a. corLaiu imeniolional, grim aeceplnnci' of 
, tacts— of wliat llie Frencli woiikl (*all .syy7/c/v\v.V( 
(h( cai(i\ Fiflocn years of unbroken sik'iiee 
before praise oi' blame testify sntlicikmt l.\' (e 
my respect for erilieism, lliat fine fIo’\v<*i’ of 
]>ersonnl exjirossion in llie garden of Icllers. 
Ifni 1 Ins is more of a personal maltej’, ixmcli- 
ing (he man Jiehiiid the work, and llicri'fore 
it may be alluded to In a volume which is a 
lersonal note in the margin of llu* pnlilfc* page. 
Vol that J feel Inirt in the least. chai'gr 

— if it aie.onnted to a cliarge at all — was made 
ill till' most considerate terms; in a tone of 
regret . 

^fy answer is that if it be true that, c\'<'ry 
novel contains an elemeJiLjoLuiutobiogi'apliy 
— and this can hardly be denied, since Ihc 
creator can only express liimself in bis crmi I ion 
—I lien there arc .some of n.s to whom an ojm'ii 
di.splay of sentiment is rejmgnaiiL I w'onid 
not miduly praise the virtue of rest rain I . It 
i.s often merely Icmpcramenlal. IfiiL il is 
not always a .sign of coldness. It nia.y be 
pride. There can be iiolhing more Innnilial- 
iiig' tJuui to see the shaft of one’s emotion niis.s 

10 
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llio niiirk of ciLlior laud'll Ler or lear,^. Nolh- 
ing more liumiliaLiiigl And lliis for the rea- 
son LliiiL should Lhc mark he missed, should 
ihc open display of emoLion fail lo move, 
ihen it must perish unavoidal)l,y in disgust or 
contempt. No artist can l)e j'epi'oaelied for 
slirinking from a risk which only fools run 
lo meet and only genius dare confront willi 
imj)uiuty. Tn a task which mainly consisls 
in laying one’s soul more or less hare to the 
world, a regard for decency, even at the cost 
of success, is hut the regard for one’s own 
dignity which is iiisepmiLhly lU.ii ted' with the 

d i ily ■'ohm i e ’ s' w o rk . ^ 

Knd then — il is very diilicult to be wholly 
joyous or wholl_y_ s ad on Ihis earth. The 
comicr'vhefrit is human, soon takes upon 
itself a face of pain; and some of our griefs 
(.some only, not all, for it is the capacity for 
siiirering which makes man august in the ' 
eyes of men) lun^e their source in weaknesses 
wdiich must he recognized with smiling com- 
])as.sion as the common inheritance of us all. 
Joy and sorrow in this world pass into each 
other, mingling their forms and their murmurs 
in the twilight of life as mysterious as an over- 
shadowed ocean, while the dazzling brightness 

11 
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of supreme liopos Jies fui* oil', rascinajiii^' an<f 
sliil, oil llie disiant edt^e of (lie liorizo^ 

'Yosl I, loo, woul<i like Lo hold (he nia^ie 
wand giving' lliat eoininand over laugh I ('r and 
tears which is deolami lo lie (he highesL 
achicveincnl of iniagiiialivc lil oral lire. Only, 
lo he a great niagieian one nuisl surrendi'r ' 
oneself to occult and irri'sjionsihle ])ow('rs, 
('itlier outside or wilhin oiu^’s lireasi . We * 
liave all heard of simple men selling llu'ir souls 
for love or power to some groLes((ue devil, < 
The inosl ordinary inlelligeuce can p(‘r(*('iv(' * 
AvithoLil much rclloclioii that anylliing of (lu‘ ^ 
sort is hound lo he a fool's bargain. I don'l, 
lay claim lo pailicular wisdom heca,us{‘ of ^ 
my dislike and clisLrusl of such Lransacl ions, ^ 
It may be 1113^ sea, training acling niioii a I 
natural disposiiioii lo keej) good hohl on llu^ ^ 
onv Ihing really mine, hut the fact is lhal f ‘ 

1 1 a vv a p ositi ve^ lio r_ri)r- o£, Jp s] iig -e-v;e u for o i n\ ^ 
inoving niomeul .that full .possession of m,y- ^ 
sell which is the first coiulilion of good ser- ^ 
yicc^ And I have cai-ried my~rioli{)n of good' 
service from my earlier into my la Lei* (‘x isle nee. ^ ^ 
I, who liave never sought in the written word 
auytliing else hut a form of the Beauliful- ^ 
I have carried over lliat article of cjxxhI from *■' 
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eonsider 

? ti’anquil iniiicl. So 

^Ocr'^f 7 ^ ( >eacf“ [o declare tlial, T iknki 

^ ^ isjjoc: in the elfort to l)rin^ into 

0 :^Li'Oinili^'‘^ (^emotions the clohasiny’ 
iij.siiic^oiaty. order to move others 
lilt list <leli))erately allow ourselves 
il^^'{ly beyond the hounds <jf onr 
iSoii.siWilily — innocently enoiin;!!, per- 
^*-iacl oi' necessity, like an actor who 

lisj \^<>ic*c' on the stag’e above the pit cl i 
ooii %^<’rsaLion — but still w(' liav(‘ to 
h. A.ncl surely tins is no f'-i-eal sin. 
t?-^.xl£.i-jLx^'oi'- lies iir-tlie -writer l)ecomini>' 
tiixx_c:ti*, J lisi ovii exaggeration, lo.sing the 
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-iiolion of sinoorily, and in llio (Mui 
coiniiiM' to (l('s])ise Irulli its(‘lf as sonio tiling’ loo 
cold loo liluiil Idi' his j)ur|)os('-'-as, in I’ih'I, 
not good enough for Ids insislcuil oinoltoii, 
Pi-oin luiighicr and Ic^y^ llic doscsuil is oasy 
to snivc'lling and gigglt^ 

’ These may seem selfish consichu-a lions; l)ii( 
yon eaii’l, in sound morals, eoiidemn a. nnui 
for iaking care of his own iiileyrily. IL i- 
Ids clear duty. And lea si of all (‘an y(ji! 
eondeimi an ai’lisL pursuing, how(‘ver luiinbh 
and imperfectly, a erealiv(‘ aitn. In lh;v 
inLcrior world where Ids llioiigiil and Id 
emotions go seeking for iJie experic'ina' (s' 
iinagiiu'd advenliires, Ihei-e an' no polira'nuni 
no law, no pressure of (‘i!'ennislane<' oi- drc'at 
of opinion to Imep him witldn 1 sounds. W'la 
then is going to say Nay to his temptation 
if not his conscieiieeP 

And besides — this, la'inemher, is tin' plae 
and the nioaionl of perfeetly ojx'ii lallc — 
think that all ambitions jn‘(' lawful ('xcc'p 
those wldeh cliiiih ujsward on the mis<'i-ies (s 
credulities ol mankind. All inl(‘li('etnal aiii 
' ai'lislie amhilions are permissibh', iij) to an- 
' even beyond the limit of j)rn(lenl sand} 

: d'hey can hurt no one. If they ar(' nnul, llici 
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so {he worse for the nrlisl. Indeed, ms 

^ir[lle is said lo be, siu'h anibilions are lludr 
own reward. Js i( siieli a very mad j)i’(‘siiini)- 
lion In believe in llie sovereign j)(>w(‘r of one’s 
aid, I'o try for oilier nieaiis, for oilier ways 
of afliriuing' Uiis belief in (he deejiei- a|)[)e.‘d 
of one’s work? d’o Iry (o jS^'o d<'('])(‘i' is iiol to 
be insensible. A hisloriau of hearts Is nol 
a historian (jf emotions, y('L he penet rail's 
lurther, I'cs trained as lie may be, si nee his 
Jiini is to reach Ihi' very fount of lauM'hl<‘i‘ and 
tears. The sif*'ht of human a (fairs desi'rvi'S 
admiration and pity. They are wort hy of 
re.spect, too. And he is not insensible \Mi(> 
pa^vs them i]ur,utxdcJu.uuslralLve., tribute ol'^a. 
m g] p , wh i tol 1 Mti-dLOj. dll- *so b , a n d ( >f a smile \\d i i e 1 1 
is not a griUv not inyslie, not 

fie La cl 1 ecb. . J > u k re.slgi i (i tii ai ppei i-:ey ed , eon- 
sciojiSj.aud-iuforiued Ijy love, is the only one 
of our feelings for.. which it i.s impossible to* 
f^eeoinc a slia.in. 

Not that I think resignation tlie last word 
of wi.sdom. I am loo mueh the erealnri* of 
ny time for (hat. Hut I think that (he 
)r()]:ier wisdom is to will what the gods will 
.vitlioiil, jierhajis, heing (•{‘rlaiti what llii'ir 
vill i.s — or even if tliey liave a, will of (hi'ii- 
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<wn, And in Ihis inalLrr of lilV' ;ukI nrl i( is 
iiol the Wily lliai uialh'i’s so niii<‘li lo ooi 
happiness as (lie Kow. As IIk' hV('nclifrioii 
said, “7/ y a /oajear.v lu onuiihr." \ha',v lnu\ 
AVs. There is I he inaimei’. 'TIk' niaiiiKM* in 
laughter, in (oars, in irony, in iiufigna I unis 
and enlJiiisiasms, in jhidgiiHUi (s- and in 

Inve. 7’he inannoj' in wliiefi, as in liu' I'cn- 
Inres and eliaraeier (jf a liinnan face, \\u' 
inner ti’iillj is l'ores]lado^\ ed Toi' llios(’ w fio 
know how Lo look a I (lieir kind, 

Those who I'oad me km)w iny eonviolinn 
(liaL (he world, the temporal \\(frld, ixvsis <iii 
a Few ^’ory sijnple ideas; so sim])le llml liny 
n)ust 1)0 as old as Llio hills. ]| la'sls nolal)f\', 
among others, on tlie idea of Iddelily. A I 
a time when notliing wliicli is not r('\'(d)j’ 
(ionary in some way or other ean e\p{‘(*l (o 
ai tract much aUenfion { lmv(‘ not Ixam 
revolutionary in my writings, dT(> l•(‘\'oln- 
is mighty con\'enient in this, 
ihat it Frees one trom all seriipics as tvga/’ds 
ideas. Its hard, ahsolut e c)t)liniisni is re- 
puNivedo-n^^Myi^j^^^ of fanali- 

eism amLiiitoleranccUUeontains. No d<„,l,j 
<)ne should smile at these tilings; l)td, iin^ 
p<‘iT'ct Esthete, I am no heller Ehilosoph,-!'. 

IG 
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AJl Lo si)ocial n'^li((‘()iisiiess awjikens in 

iiu' L])nL sc'oni and dan^vr from wliicli a 
plidosophical mijul sJiould ))(' fi’{‘o. . . V 

J fear Llial Iryiiif’' lo )k‘ coiivca'sallonal I 
hav(“ onJy inaiia,L>'(Hl io Ik* unduly <lis(‘ur.si\’c. 
I luivf' iK'vrr v(M’y wall a(‘(|itainlcd wilh 

(he arl of (‘ol!^'l‘l•sal lou -Llial arl, \\Iii(*li, I 
iiiKlcM’sLand, is su|)])ost'<l lo Fa losL now. My 
\'cMin^’ days, ilia days wlian oii('’s lia))i(s and 
aliaraaU'r ar(“ foi'iiK'd, lia^a' I)(’au j'ailuM' fa- 
miliar willi lon;^' siUmaas. Suah \’oiaas as 
Fr'()k(‘ into lluMii anylhini^' Ful aon- 

varsatioiial. j\o. 1 luuSMi’l j^ot L1 k‘ liaFil. 

lids disaursivauass is no I so irrclavaiiL lo 
1,1 u‘ handful of j)a^'as which follow. They, 
loo, have Faaii (‘hiiri*'ad with disaursivauass, 
with disregard of clironolo^^iaal order (whi(*h 
is in iL.s(‘lf a arima), willi unaonvaiiLionality 
of form (which is an impropriaLy). I was lold 
savaraly thal (ha j)ul)lic would view with 
displaasura Ilia infoianal aharaator of my 
raaollaalions, “ Ala.^;! ” I ]}rolcsLad, mildly. 
“Could I Fagin wilh ihc saaramenLal words, 
'J Avas horn on suah a data in suah a place 
Idle remoLeness of Ihc locality would have 
rohFad Ihe sLataiuent of all inlarasF J liaven’t 
ivad through wonderful advaiilurcs to he 
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rolalcd m'ialinh I luna'ii’l known dislhi- 
^iiislied men on wlioni I pass 

ivniarks. 1 haven ’Iheen ini.\e<l np tp-oaf 
or seantlaloiis a/lairs. d'liis is Inil n bil 
j)sycli(-)lo”'iea] cloeiiincnl, an<I ev<‘n so, I Iinxm J 
uritlen it wilh a view lo i)nl I'oj'wnrd ;rit^\ 
coiieliision of my own." 

IkiL Jny ohjeclor was nol pinon I <‘( (. d'lieso 
were good reasons foi* nol wi-iling nl oil 
not a defense of wliaf siood V'l'ilUm ;df<‘:i(l\, 
he said. 

I admit IliaL ahnosl an^dliing, nn.N'Ihiny 
in the world, vonld ser\'e as a g'oo<l reasou 
for not writing at all. Hiil sinc<* I lia\o 
written them, all T want (o sa,\' in iJun’i 
<letense is tliat these nnanories piil down 
without any regard for (vslahlislu'd (’on\rn' 
(ions have not been thrown offwilhoiil s^y.slom 
and piirpo.se. They hav(‘ Llieii’ liojx' njicf 
their aim. Tlie Jiopo that from (lie r<>ndiiig 
of these pages there may emerg{‘ at last I In- 
vision of a per.sonalily; the man hebind the 
books so fundamentally dLssimilar as, Coi 
instanee, “Almaycr s Tolly” and “ddie S('<-ivt 
Agent, and yet a coherent, jiistinahle pei-- 
•sonality both in its origin ami in its net ion. 
d hts is the hope. The immediate aim, eh).s('|;i 
18 
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Ji.ssociaLed with ihe liopo, is lo give ilie 
fooord oF personal nienioiL's hy presenting' 
raiihfully the feelings and sensations con- 
noc’Led witli the wriling of my first book and 
with niy first conlaet ilh the sea. 

In Llic purposely mingled re.sonance of this 
cloiible strain a friend here and thei'e will 
] jorhaps deteel a subtle aceord. 

J. C. K. 
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I 

B OOICS may be wi'i({(‘n in all soi’Ls <if 
])lace.s. \Vi'bal jiis])irali()ii rna,\’ ('iiha 
(lie borLh of u innJ'iiMM' on boat'd a .sInV 
lV(j/ieii I'asf in a riven' in iJic niiddk' of a (own 
mill hinee sainLs are siii)pe)S(nl lo look iKMiiij 
naiilly on liiimble belic\an'S, I indiilyt^ in I la* 
(deasaiU fancy Llia( the slta(l(' of old Klaidn‘f( 
— who imagined himself io l)<‘ (atnon^' olfu'i 
things) a descendatd, of ^hking's— jnigbf 
ho^Tred with amused interest oven' lln‘ 
o) a ^2,00D-lon sltaimer (*al](Hl the vle/n/ev/, on 
Itoardof w]iieh,gTij)])ed by the iiielementv'iiiL'f 
itlongsitle a e|nay ill itonen, (lie (eidh cliaplm 
ol Almayer s Roily” was begun. )Vifli in 
fell's! , 1 say, for was not the kind jVornian giant 
'dlh enormous mustaches and a llnniih'i-iim 
voice tlie last of the liomanties? Was be iiol', 
ij^ liis unworldly,^ almost ascetic, devolion fo 
his art, a sort of literary, sain 1-1 iki* hennitP 
20 
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has .sW i:// A/.v/,’ .va/V/ /o molhcr, 

poiating to the hills behind lehieh the snji had 
sn) 7 l\" . . . TIics(‘ words o(,' A I nia, V('r’s 

roman lie (]aui>’]i((‘r I r('nuMul)or Iraoing' on 
gray j)ai)e)‘ of a j)ad M’liich r{’sle<l on ll'n 
hlankel of my l)(Ml-])]aco. "I''li(y r(’IVrr<‘(j lo 
a suiisel 111 Malayan Ish's and sliaiK'd llumi" 
solves in ny mind, in a lialliicinaLod vision 
of I'orosls and rivers aiul sivis, far rrino\'(‘d 
from a oommoroial ainl yol roman lie (own of 
llu‘ norlliorn liomisplioro. Riii, a I Llml ino- 
mcnl llu' mood of visions and words v\’as mil 
sliorl hy I ho lliird olfi(*or, a oli(a'rfiil am I 
oasual yon ill, oomlny in willi a hang' of I In' 
door ami Llio oxolamalion: “Yoidvc' rnadi' il 
jolly warm in hero/’ 

Il was warm. T had Lni’nod on lli(‘ sli'anm 
hoaLcr ai‘Ler phn'ing a (in itiidoi’ llio h'aky 
waLor-oook — for porliajis y{)n do not know 
that walcr will leak wlioro .steam will not. 

I am noL aware of wliaL my young friend had 
boon doing on dock all tluiL morning, bid 
Lhc hands ho rubbed logether vigorously W(‘rt' 
very red and iniparLcd lo me a chilly feeling 
Lheir more aspect. Ho lias remained the 
onlj^ ban joist of my a equal ii Lance, and being 
also a younger son of a retired colonel, the 
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poem of ^Ir. ICiplin^’, hy ;i .sli'niiyv jtlx^rrjjf ion 
of n'^S(jciaLe(l Ideas, nlw ays s('('ins lo nie \** 
lia\'(‘ lieeii \vri( Ion willi an ('\clusiv<' \‘irM‘ 
lo Itjs person. When lie <Ii(l nol file 

Kanj(» lie loved (o sif and look a I, il. Mo f>i‘o- 
eeeded to Ihi.s si'iiliiiunilal iiispi'cl i<ni, and 
after nieditaling a wltik' o^an' tin' si I'iii^'s i rJider 
my silent seriiliny in((nired, airily: 

'’Altai arc yon alvmys soi'ihbliii^ Ific're, 
if it's fair to ask.^” 

U uais a fail’ enoui^'li ('[lU'stion, hul f did 
not answer him, and .simply hiiaied llio jmd 
over uitli a movement of iiistinelive .s(*cm;v: 
r euiild not have told him he hml piif. to 
flight the psychology of iVimi Alnmymg her 
opening .speech of the tcMith eliaphn*, and the 
Words of Afi's. Almayer’s ^vis{lom A\diicdi >\'e‘i'(‘ 
t() follow in the ominous oneomingora lr(>in‘<>jd 
night . 1 eonid not IniX'^e told him tlml, Niini 

I>adsaid/dlhas,sclal last/’ llewoidd Imvt' 
favji extremely surpri.sofi and pcn-haps Inive 
dro])ped his prccioins banjo, Neither eoiild I 
fold him that the sun of my .sen-|:»<>{ng 
was .setting’, too, even as \ wroLi^ llu' woi’ds 
I \pK,ssing the imjiaticncc ol ]>assionale youlli 
^ "‘lit oil Its desire. I did not know (his ]i'iys<dh 
Jnid It IS sate to say he would not have cami, 
n 
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I llOll.i*’ll lie WM.S Mil ( ,VOlHl^^’ IVlIow Mild 

t-i’e-Mled me willi more (KHViMoiee IIimiu in om 
rcdiilive jiosilioiis, 1 wms si riel l,\’ I'lililled lo. 

Me lowiM’ed i\ lender on Ids banjo, and 
I went on looking’ llirough Lite jioi'l-liolc'. 
Tile round opening rramed in ils bi’ass rim 
n fragnienl ol' I lie ((iiays, wild a row ol' ensks 
ranged on llie froziMi gixnnid and lli(‘ lail- 
eiid ol a greal eai’l. A red-nosed eai'ler in 
;i blouse and a. woollen iiighl-eaj) l(*aned 
ngainsl llu' wheel. An idl(\ .si rolling <‘iisloni- 
1 loose guard, belled over his bine (‘(tpofr, had 
[be ail' of being de|)r(*.sse(l b,\' t'\'])o,snr(‘ lo llu‘ 
weaLlier and llie nionolony of odieial 
eiK-e, ddie background of grimy houses foniHl 
i jilaee in [lie pielure framed by my [)orl- 
lole, aeross a wide slreUdi of paved (pia^' 
>i'own wilh fro/en mud. Tin; <'o]ouring' was 
annlire, and Llu' mosi eonspleiious realni'(' 
\'as a lillle eafe wilh eiirlaiiu'd window.s and 
1 sliabby fronl of while woodwork, eori'c'sjioiid- 
iig’ W'ilh Ihe s((ualor{)f (lasse pooixn* (juai’lers 
lordering Llie river. AVe liad Ih'C'ii shil'led 
lo^\'n llien' from anolher berih in llie ludgli- 
xmrhood of iJie OpiM'a Mouse, wdiere Llial same 
)orl-hole gave nu' a \dew of (|ni[e anolher 
or I of ealc — the best in Ihe lown, 1 la'lieve, 
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inifl I he \'ery one wliere ilk' woi’lliy H(t\’ar;v 
anil his wife, llie rcuunniie (hiii^''li(('i' of (>?(j 
Pere ik'naiill, liad some i‘(‘lVcHlmi('iil nfU'r Ihr 
memorable pcri'ovmanee of an ojH'ra wlncli 
wa.'i llie Ij’iig’ie slojy of Jaieia di Eamnk'ririoni- 
111 a selling of llglil music. 

1 e(jiil{l recall no m(n'(' (he lialliiciiiai ion of 
{he Eiisleru Avehipelago which I ccrIaiiiN 
ho})(‘<l lo sec again. slory of “AIniiiyci'% 

Ibhly" gol pul away umh'i- I he pillow' foi' llml 
(lay. I do nol know' (hal I had any ocf'iJpa- 
Uou to keep me aW'a;\ IVom il: IIk' li'iilli (jf 
Ilk' mallei' is (hat on board lhal ship \vv w'erc 
leading just (hen a couPmiplaliyc' life. I will 
nol say aiiylhing of my ])rivil('g'cd ])osili<m. 

I was I here “jusl lo obligtg” as an aclor of 
slandiiig may lake a small iiarl in llu* bciu'fil 
p(‘rb)i'n\auce of a friend. 

As far as my feelings W'('rc conccriK'd 1 (li<] 
nol wish to he in lhat steamer al (hal lime 
and in lliose circimis lances. Ami ]){'r]iaps ] 
was nol even wamted there in lh(' usual sense 
in wdiich a ship “wanls’^ an oflka'i', ll was 
Ilk' first and last instance in my sea life when 
r served .sliiji-owiiers wdio have n'lmiiik'd 
('(jinplelely shadowy to niy app?'eli('nsion. ( 
f’of mean litis for the W'elMcnowm firm 
51 . 
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of London .s]ii])-})rokei*s which Inid 
llio shi]) l(j [he, I will not sn,^' sl)()rl-li\'(‘(h hnl 
(‘l)lK‘nic‘ral hVanco-Cnnadiaii 'ri‘niis])orl Con;- 
jjany. A doaili leaves .sonud held in I, htil 
[here w^us ncvei' aiiylliiiij^ Liii^ihle lel'l I’roni 
(lu‘ h\ (h "r. C. L flourished no longer (h;iu 
I’oses li\T, and unlike llie roses il hlossomc'd 
in [h(' dead of W'inler, ('iiuIUhI a sorl of fain I 
jierfinue of advenlure, and di(*<l hefoiH' spriiii' 
sel in, Jhil liidnbitahly il A\’as a eontpaii.i! , 
il had even a house-flag, all wdiile w’ilft (lie 
h'lLei’s h\ C. T, C. aid fully [angled up in a. 
eoinpliealed inonograin. We flew il, a(, oni- 
niaiiiinast head, and iu>w^ I ha'va* eontc lo llu^ 
eon elusion lliat il was 1,1 le only flag of ils 
kind in e,\isl,en(‘c. All the same ^vc on hoard, 
for many days, had the iin])resHion of being a 
iniiL of a large fleet wild forlnigli Lly dejiarUin's 
Cor I\ I on I real and Qnehee as adverLised in 
I )ani])lileLs and prospecduses wddeli eanu' 
n hoard in a large paekage in Adedoria Doek, 
London, just lie fore wr slaided for Roneii, 
hh’anee. And in the sliadoAvy life of I lie 
C. T. ('. lies the seerei of liial, iny last 
LMiiploymenl in my ealling, wliicdi in a renioU' 
sense iiiLerruijLed the ikyllimical developnuMil 
)f Nina Almayer’s story. 
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'I'lic lilt'll .socrcliiry of LIk' lyoiidoii Ship- 
jiiasltM's' Socioly, willi ils mot lost I'ooiii.s in 
lu'nolnircli Shrel, was a man of iiKirfa! igabic 
acLivily anti Ific p^rt'alosl dc'volion lo Ills 
task. Ho is n'sjioiisiblo lor wlial uas ni.A' las! 
associnlion willi a ship. I call il llial, Ix'- 
oaiiso il can liartlly ho called a sca-Koiii;( 
cKpcriciioc. Dear Caplain Kroiid — il is im- 
possible noL lo pay liim llic Irilnilo of albr- 
lionalo fainiliarily id. this distance of years— 
had very .soniid vitnvs as lo Llie advatic*!'- 
inmiL of Iciiowlechi*’c and stains for the whole 
body of Hie otlicers of the niercanlile marine. 
He o] •ga nixed foi* us courses of profe.ssional 
leeliires, S|. John ambnlanee olas.st's, coiav* 
•spomh'd industriously with public bodies and 
niembers of J’arlianit'iii on siibjecis loiicliinj( 
llie inlerosls of llie service; and as lo llie 
oncoming of some iinpiiry or commission re- 
lating to inallers of the sea and lo llie AA’orli 
of st'amen, i( was a perfeel g'f)d.send lo lib 
need of evt'rting’ bimself on oiir corporale 
la'hair. J'ogelfiei* willi lliis higli stm.se of liis 
odicial tlnlies lie had in him a ^'ein of jiersotial 
kindne.ss, a strong disjxisilion lo do whal 
good he I'onid to llie individual m(mil>ers of 
llial. eraft of which in his Lime lie had been a 
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cxt'(‘llen{, inaslor. And wluil 
kindness can one do lo a s('aman lhaii lo pnl 
liim in (lie way of enij)ioyni('n [ ? Capiaiit 
l^roiid did no[ s('e wliy llx' SliipinasUa-s' 
Society, besides ils ,i;i'em'ral giiai'diansfiip of 
our iiitcrcsls, slunild not he unoflieiafly an 
enipIoynuMil agency of (he ver>^ biglu’sl class. 

“1 am Irying lo ])(Tsua<Ie all our gr<*a( 
sluj)-owning’ firms lo(‘onie lo us for llicirinrii. 
Tiiere is notliing of a irade-iinioii spiidl ahoiil 
our society, and I really doii’l see wli,\' lliey 
should iiol,” he .said once to me, ‘"I am 
always I el Hug llie ca]>l,aius, loo, llial, all 
lliing’s being equal, lluy ought to give j) refer- 
ence to the members of llie society. In my 
position 1 can generally find for llieni what 
they want among our nieniber.s or oiir asso- 
ciate members.” 

In my wandtadiigH a bo ill, boiulou from aax'sI, 
to east and back again (I was very idle tlieii) 
ihc two little rooms in J^'ciiclmrcb Sli’ia'l wm’c^ 
a sort of resting-place where my .spii-ii, baiikm*- 
ing after llie sea, could fee! ils<df maircr to the 
ships, the men, and the life of ils cliolee -- 
nearer there lhan on any other sixil of LIk' 
.solid earth. This resling-plaee used lo l)(‘, 
at about fiAm o’clock in llie afleimoou, full of 
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men and (nhacoo smolce, hill (apliiin I'Voinf 
had (he smallei' room lo liimsidl' and lluna' Ik> 
^L^ranU'd privaLe inlervicnrs, whoso pi'iiicipid 
motive was to rendia' servioev '"riiiis, ono 
imii'k}' AA)vomhor afleriioon lu‘ iK'okoiu'd rm> 
in with a crooked {in^'ijr and ilia I p(‘oii!ia]“ 
;>lanee above his ,s[)eelacl(*s wlii(‘h is jx'jdmps 
my stroiij<'esl ])]iysical rocollool ion of lli(‘ man. 

“I lan'c had in here a slii])nm.sU'r, lliis 
inorniiii^'," he said, getting' hack lo his desk 
ami motioning me to a chair, “who is in w'ani 
ol an otlicer. It’s for a. shainiship. Von 
knou, nothing pleases iih' mori' lhan lo hi* 
a^ked, hut, unfoi'iuna Udy, I do not {(uilt'^ .siy 
my way . . 

As the outer room was full of nH*ii 1 east 
a wondering glance at the closed door- Iml 
he shook Ihs head. 


Oh, yes, I should he only too glad to gel 
(hat ))er[h for one of them. Bul |he fact of 
matter is, Die eaplain of (hat sliij, uanis 
mi oftieer who can speak French fliKMitly, aiid 
not so easy to Hud. I ,|o not,' know 
^yhody myself hut you. Il’s a se<-oud 
<>lhcers herih and, of course, you would not 

• • . would you iiow.^ \ know lliat 

it isn t what you are looking for,” 
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Il wa.siiol. I had iiiyscll' up lo (lu' 

idleness of Iwnuded tnan who looks for 
iiolliini*' hu[ words wlu'rein lo <'aplui‘e' liis 
N'isions. IRU I admil llial oulwai'dly 1 r<’- 
seinhlc'd sidhcieiiLly a man who (*()id<l iiiak{' 
a seeond of H cor for a sleainei* eliarU'red by 
a hbriich eoni])aiiy. 1 sh()we<l no sign ol' 
being' hauiiled by llu' iale of Nina and I)}'' 
I lie iniirniiirs of lroj)ieal foresis; and even my 
inLijnalo inlereoiirse willi Alinayer (a ])erson 
of weak cluu'aeler) liacl no I 2)iit a visible 
mark ii])OJi any feaLiuvs. For many years 
be and the world of Ids story bad been tlie 
eoinpanions of my imagination \viiliou(> I 
liO})e, impairing my ability to deal with tlie 
realilios of sea life. I had liad the man and 
Ins surroundings with me ever since my re- 
turn from the eastern waters — some four years 
before tlie day of which 1 speak. 

JL was in tlie front sitting-room of fnrni.shed 
apartments in a Ihmlieo scpiare that they 
first began to live again v'itli a vividness and 
poignancy (iiiile foreign lo our forinei' real 
intercourse. 3 had been treating myself lo a 
long .stay on slioi'c, and in the necessity of 
(jecupying 1113^ mornings Aim ay or {that old 
Liequa in lance) came nobly lo the I’csene. 
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ijriArt' (ongs as wus (tiily propf'i’, hf.s w ilA jnt 
daiigliU'i' joinofl Iiini I'uund niy (aliK', jnui ifn i 
IIk’ of lliuf (^inlai haiuf cauH' I'lfll «>• 


Words and gnslnrcs. OnKiiown h> on m 
s])ffdaf)Ip fainflady, if was my praoiics' cltrs^rf Is 
aU(.'r niy lircaklnsl (o liold aiiijiialrd jv-orp 
(ions of ^Tiduys, Aruhs. a.nd liall'-casl cs. 'ldlt•^ 
did no{ olaniouv aluad for my 
dliey came w'illi a siiciil and irrt'sisl i[>lo ay 
pea/— and (lie aj)j)eal, I a/Firm Iumv', was im; 
(o my selfdu^X' or my ^'al^ly. II s(aMii,s tnav 
/o luivo I\a(/ a moi-af eiiaracler, for u li\ 
should the memory of llu'sc^ la-jiiys, saanj n 
ilieir o[)seure, smidjalhcd evisdanan flonmuo’ 


d) evpress il.sell in llie slinpo of a iiovol, r\ocj>f 
<m (he ground of IliaL mysterious fellouNfup* 
uliie/i unile.S' in a community of iiojxss nud 
dais ad I he d^\’c^^'t^s on this ('ai'l/i P 


i did lUil receive my visitors with 
nipUire us^the hoairrs of any gifts oJ^ yro/P 
m- lame. There was no vision of a yrin(c<( 
mok belore me as I sal W'riting /il, llmt y-dd,.. 
n/nated in a decayed parL of Holy, 
lioriij Dic's,. yoiirs. ciicii IcuviiiK il,s 
Mi'V J' blackened payes, I can lK„,e.lh 
A Ibal il IS a sentiment akin l„ ],i|v nbiei,.. 
omiXeil me lo vender in wnvds asseinM.-,! 
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coiisciciilious ciiiH^ (lio jiu'niorv of 

1* ■ I ■ * ^ 

r (lislaiiL and of nioii wluj liad liv('(I, 

^ Bui, coining' back lo (aplaiii l'’roird and 
fixed idea of nexan* di.'iajipoinling sliij)- 
''*^Vllel^s or s]nj)-ca plains, il was no I likely 
I sIioLild fail liiin in Ins ainbilion— lo 
**^'1 kisfy at a few Jionrs’ nolicc lli(‘ unusual 
I Hand for a kVcncli -speaking officer, lie 
plained lo me IliaL I he sliip xvas charlered 
a Kreiicli company in lending 1 (j csLahlisli 
i-<'g'u]ar monlldy line of sailings from Kouen, 
Ihe [rans])or[ of Id’cncli cmigraiils lo 
^ iniada. Bui, frankly. Ibis sort of lliing di<l 
inl(‘j‘csl me very much. T said graxudy 
' J*;il if il were really a maUer of keeping up 
, 1 U' repulalion of Ihe Shipmaslcrs’ Sociely 
\ xx’ould consider il. But the consideralion 
jusl for form’s sake. The iiexl clay I 
filorvi(‘wecl (he caplain, and I hclicwe we 
V'Oi’C' imj)resse(l favourably xvllli each oilier. 
I c; c\j)iained llial Ills chief male was an 
x:r“<dlenl, man in every rospccL and Ihal he 
t>iihl nol think of dismissing him so as lo 
i me the higher ])osiilon: IjuL Ihal if T 
oii.seidc'd lo come as scwoiid olllcci' I would 
^iven cci’lain siieclal aclvaiiUig'CS — and .so 

1 1 . 

:n 
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1 (old liini (hat if 1 (‘anio a ( all lln’ t’aidc 
ivally (lid iioL iiiaUor. 

"[ am sure,” lie iiisislc'd, ‘‘.you wadi ra'I 
oji iii'sl ralo willi iATi’. I’aramoi*.'’ 

I promised iaillifidl.v (o slay I'oi- Iw'o (j'jjj- 
a I haisl, and il wais in lli()s(‘ cii'cMiusI a ti(*r- 
dial wliat was to be my lasi con iita^f i< ni wiilr 
a sliijj hegan. Aiid after all (luax' \v;m Ja»! 


('V(Mi one single trip. 1(, may ix^ lhai il wa' 
M'jni)ly the fulfilmciiL of a fale, of ilia I sy nf lea 
uord oil my forehead wiiich apjiaiaml l,\' fm 
hade me, through all my sea wamhadng’s, r; 
(o achieve the crossing ol Llu' \\h\sl(’i’n ( )ceaii 


' -Using the words in (ha I sjuxa'al scu.si^ in 
whioh saihjrs speak of ^^h>slerll ()c<‘an I radr, 
'*f Western Ocean packets, of W(\s(<'rn Ocean 
liani ciises. The new life alU'iiilcd 


Upon tile old, and tlic iiim^ tdiaph'rs <(f 
■■Alma.ver's Polly” went willi me 1,, ll„. 
loi'iii Deck, whence in n Jew (hi.ys \V(‘ .slnrleii 

|”'■l!„„en. 1 won’t go so I',,,' OH .s.-iyinei' llml 

"■ of (, man Ihle.l noyor (o' oms, 

' I” "glen, (),•«,„ was (he al,.s„)„l.. mnw 
;:i y'Wo-(;u,,a,lia,,T,.a,,sp,,,'l ('onipnnOs 
i""’ /’ even a single pn.s.sngc. || 

"gl'l Imve been that of eonr.so; 

"'''■'>''S8ro.s,s obstacle was clearly the 
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iiKHjev. I'Aor ItniidrcMl and sixly hunks hu’ 
wove ])uL loi-x'l lu'i' in llui 'Juaa'ii 
d(.*(‘k's l),v inrliislrious rarixMi I nrs wliik' \\'<‘ la,^ 
iii the Ahcloria Doek, hut never an (‘nnA'raiil 
(iiriiecl up in Rouen — of -wliieli, hein^’ a fni- 
inane jjei'.son, I eonfess 1 w'as f'lad. Somk' 
‘'•{Ml 1 lemon from Raiis — 1 lliink lliere vaua* 
IIh'oc of (hem, and one was sai<l (o ht' llu' 
eliairman — Inrned iij), indeed, and \V(m( Iron) 
(‘nd Lo end of the shii), knockiiii^' lludr silk 
laps ernellv aa'alnsl tlie d(‘('k ))eain.s."' "i ATI- 

' i #' ttv 4, j, in. , us u u tt^ . •'i' j i » ^ ^ ^ 

[ended them ])er.st)na]i.v, and 1 can vonen (or 
il (hat (he interest (liey look in lliin^s w'as 
intelligent enough, (hough, ol)vjoii.sl 3 % lln'y 
had never seen anything of (ho S{)rt hefoixa 
ddieir faces as (hey went ashore' wore a elux'i’-- 
hilly inconclusive expre.ssion. NolwiUisI and- 
ng that (his insi>ecting' <rj‘einony was sup- 
jo.sed to be a ])i‘cliniinary to inunediato sailing. 

L was then, as they filed down oiir g’aiigwa,^', 
hat I receive<l the inward jiionition thal. no 
idling within the meaning of our cliarler 
nirty would o^^'r take place. 

It iniisL he said that in less than three 
^ecks a move look place. When wc firs! 
rrived we hud lieeii taken up with inueli 
i'l’cmony well toward the centre of the town, 
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find, all llio siroel ciu’iu'i’.s hcin^- placarded 
widi Uic li’icolor jxisUm’.s announcing’ (lie 
hii'lli of (iur company, (lie yW/7 bounjeoi'i w'illi 
jiis wife and family made a Sunday l>oliday 
from the inspeelion of I lie ship. I was alway.^^ 
ill evidence in my hesl iinil'oi’ni lo ^ivi' in-' 
I'onnalion as l]n)n^.;‘h 1 had Ikhmi a ( ’ooh’s 
tourists’ iutei’tireter, wliil(‘ our ((uarlennasler.s 
I'c'aped a hai'VesL of small ehaiii^’c' iVoin jkm’- 
sonaJly coiRhicted j)ai‘(ies. Bn( wiien lh(‘ 
move was made — Llud mov(' whieli carried us 
some mile and a half down I he sln'ani lo he 
lied lip to an altogetlier muddiiM* and shalihier 
quay— 'then indeed the dc.solation of M»liludt' 
heeume our lot. It was a conipli'lc and soinwl- 
less stagnation; for as we liad lh{‘ sliip J•(^•nh■, 
For sea to the smallest delaih as tin' frost 
hard and the da^'s short, we winx' ah.solnhdy 
idle idle to t/ie point of h/nshing M'ilh shanie 
when the tlionght slriiek ns that all IIk' lime 
oar salaries went on. oung C’ole was ag- 
giimcd hecause, as lie said, w(' eoiild nol 
enjoy any sort of fun in llio evening after 
loafing like this all day; even the hanjo lost 
its eliarm since there was iiotliing to prevent 
Ills strumming on it all the time helwemi Die ■' 
meals. Tfve good IVramor—he was really a 
34 
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most ('xcollenL — iK'oaino uiilini)])y as far 

as was p(jssi))l(‘ lo liis cheery iialuro, (ill cnie 
dreary day I siiL',i»('sled, oid t)i' .sluM'r mi.scliii'f, 
dial lie should (Muploy lli<‘ doruiaiil eiK'i'^'ios of 
di(‘ enuv ill liaulitii^' holh oahles tij) on deck and 
liirniug dieni end for end. 

Ihir a inoinenl, iMr. Paranior was i-adianl,. 
l^A’collcMiL idea!” bid. direelly his face IVll. 
"Why . . . ^os! Hul w(' <xm’L niako 

Ilia! job lasL more (liaii Ihroi' days,” lu' miiL- 
l(‘ro(l, diseonleiiledly. I don'l. know bow lon^* 
1 k' expecled ns lo b(' slnek on Ibe riv(M*sido 
on I skirls of [{oikmu bill 1 know lhal (lie enables 
^ 4 ()l hauled up and (nmed laid for end aeeord- 
in^’ lo my salanie sn<;‘o'eslioiK i)nldown again, 
and Ihcir very exish'uee nllerly forgoLLcn, I 
b(‘lieve, before a h'reneli river pilot eaiuc on 
board lo lake our ship fknvn, oni[)ly as she 
came, into Ihe Havre roads, ^'^ou may Ibink 
dial Ibis stale of foi'ci'd idleness favoured sonic 
advance in (he fortunes of Ahnayer and bis 
daughter. ^Vt it was not so. As if it Avere 
some sort of evil spell, my baiijoisL cabin- 
mate's interrni)lion, a.s related aboAai, bad 
arrested ibcni .shorl at the point of IbaL fate- 
fill sunset for many weeks logellicr. YTTAims 
always thus wilh this book, begun in ’89 and 



A P 1] RSOiVA L K K CO K I) 


finislK'd in lluil sliorh'.sl of ;J] 

IIk' nov('ls wliicit if wns lo hr iny lol (o 
hctwcc'i! its rxchiinn I ion (';illiiii 4 Al- 

ma.vcj' to Jiis (linner in liis \vir(‘'s \(m<'<' ani] 
Abdullah’s (hisenriny) nuaital n'h'i^Micr lo (hr 
( iod of Islani — “'J'lio Alcurifid, I Ik* ( 'onipussion- 
a(e”~w]iicli d(jsos llio hook, lli{'r(‘ \v<'it Rj 
t'ome several long sea ])n,ssag(‘s, a \'i,si| ffn 
use [lie elevated jihrasc'ology siiilahli' lo iIh> 
ncfasion) lo the scenes (somk' of I hem) of niy 
childhood and (he reali/alioii of ehihllMMidh 
^'ain words, expressing' a iighl-hea i-led and rn- 
nianiie whim. 

Tt was in j.ShcS, wlicai nine yi'ai's oI<i nr 
tlH'i’eahouts, dial whih* looking a I a niaj) of 
Alriea of the linu' and put ling iiiy lingm* oii 
the hlank space then repi’('S(aiIiiig IIk' [hj, 
solved jiiystery of I hat eonlimad, I said In 
^jinysell, wdth a))soInle assurance and an aniaz- 
ing audacity which arc' no longer in my char- 
acter now: 


J grow up I shall go Mere.” 

And ol cour.se I though I, no more ahoal 
it till alter a quarter of a- e('idury or .so an 
opportunity offered to go there-' -as if ||,<« 
MU of childish audacity were to Ix' visited oit 


illy mature head. 


Yes. 


1 did go (lima'; Mere 
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being Llie region of Siniiley b'nlls, wliiclj iu 
'()S was [lie blaiikcsl oC blank spaees on ilic‘ 
earth’s figured surface. And [he MS. of 
‘bVlmayer's Folly,” canwieil ubouL me as it' i( 
wi'i'i' a [alisinau or u Ireasiire, Avent Uicrc, too. 
Thai it (‘ver (“ame out of (here sihuiis a speeiat 
dis])ensaLion of Fro^'idence, lu'cau.se a good 
many of my oilier i)roi)erties, itdiiiilely more 
valna])]e and useful Lo me, reinaiiUMl beliiiid 
Ihrough iinforlunalc' aceidiails of Lnuisi>orla- 
lion. ] call Lo mind, for instance, a sjiecially 
awkward lurn of Llie Clongxj ImLween Kiu- 
chassa and Leoiiold.sville— more iiarlicularly 
when one Iiad Lo lake il at nigliL in n big canoe 
with only half flic jiroper number of paddlers. 

I failed in being the second while man oji 
record drowned al tbal interesling sjiol 
llirougli the upselting of a canoe. The fii’sL 
was a young Belgian ollicer, bul the accid<ud. 
liai)j)ened some months jjefore my linug and 
lie, Loo, I believe, was going home; noL ])er- 
ha])s quite so ill as myself— biiL still he U’as 
going home. I got round the turii nmre or 
less alive, though I was Loo sick to care 
whether I did or not, and, always with ‘‘Al- 
mayer’s Folly” among my diminishing bag- 
gage, 1 arrived at LluiL delectable cai)ilal, 

37 
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|{nn)<l, W 'I '' (til ( 1( ) 1,1 1 I i I h (if I Ii(> 

stci'iNK'i' wliicli Ill Lii ( Mil ItiiiMi 1 (i.kI fli,. 

filin' Im W l''lt 1 M,\ "'It ill'll) iivi'i Mini (i\( r li'.iin 
W’ifll (K’i'li'i'l ‘^in<'('iil\ \l (li.il (l.ilr l(){'|c 

\\ (';•(' ill cM^li'iK'i' Mnl\ i'\ I II < li.i ( i| 1 I , of 
“ I'ullv 1 liiil (lii‘ I li.i|'l< I in iii\ (ii^ , 

wllicll lolliMW’il \\il> III. if III .1 1(1/1'', lo/l!'^ 

illlH'SS .‘I IK I \ ('l^\ (tl %lll.ll I ( III \ ./!(' I I III I ( icij 
(' \ ;i , Ml' IMMI’I' ) )l I'I'I 'I’l \ I i IC i 1 \ I 1 I I I) 'M I 1 M( 1 i ,|i) I 

lisliiiK'iil III’ ( 'lt;i iiiiK ‘i, I > /■( 'I i( |i I ( 1 1 ( I ii ( \ 1 I la 

iiioiis l)\ ! ill’ ( ('I'liii/i.i I n >1 1 I 'I ill! I ‘I " 1 1 ( 1 1 ( I i.i I j( Cl 
'll IIk' liisloi'A m1 Mi/mw'i ' iicihii( .111(1 I, lit 

i’hc ('\'(’llls of till' IMIllll .III MK \ll|l,|i)l\ 
ii|i w ii li i III' lid. til ■III I III { n I '( K I /It, (II 
,i,^viili'll I of ,'i W ;il(‘i Mile w.ikIkhi ( (Msiicd )i\ .a ^ 

(■('I’hiili I'lly lii'in wlin^c ii.i/m (Idc /nil m illci f 

Bill I lull WMl'k, llllilci l.'llvi'/l I I I ,11 ( n ((dll IM\ cfl I 

lidiitt In IliM ;id i \ il IC , ttf ,i In ,ill li\ cm ,l( me 

SMMii c;i iiK' 1 ( ) a M I'M / 1 ’I'lic c,i I I Ii Ii.kI (Ktltiim 
Id liolil liK' with Ini' \ cy\ 1 ( (/!" \ IK i f li( (I 

llial mcmoi’/iiilc kImi'M like a < ,i L cl (Ikk(c 
M ailcii'a, yol carried foi llnic \(m/ , |.i ainl 
l‘M ll()MII lllC ,M'a ^\Ik'( 1 |i| (111 ( I I ,( 1 1 1 loll I 

iiiprov’cd id (la \ Mill' < ii lu )( , 1 1| < t at i ,( I a ( utld 

of, like (o ^a\ 1,(1 a . 1 1 >1 le.i 1 . 1 1 It c \^ '■ 

MMccriicd i( ccr(aiiil\ did iKdluie- ( d (lie Idud / 
he whole Ms, ae((iii!e(l a I.kIi il linik aiol an 
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;it)C‘itnil, yellowisli ('()m])l(‘\i()n. Il heoaino a( 
Iasi iiiircasonahh' lo ,suj)[)os(‘ Hail anylhing 
111 llie world would ewr liiij)|)c'ii to Alnaiyor 
and a\ina. And yel sonielJiing iiiosL milikely 
lo ]iapp(*n on liio liigli seas was lo wak(' Lliein 
up f roin llieir slate ol' suspended aninialioii. 

Whal is il llial Novalis says: “It is I'cidain 
convielioii gains infiniUdy Hie uionient all- 
ot hei' soul will HelioA'e in il.” And wlial is a 
novel if not a eon vie lion of onr lellow-nKMi's 
evislenee strong enongli lo Lake upon ilsell* 
a Ion 11 ol' imagined life elearei' Mum realily 
and whose aeeunudaled vi'risimiiitiide ol .se- 
lected ejii-sodes puts to .shame Hie pride of 
docuiuentary Ids lory. Providence wliieh saved 
in;\' jMS. from Hie Congo rapids liroughl it to 
(he knowledge of a helpful soul far out on Hie 
open .sea. It would he on my jjart Hie greatest 
itigraLilnde ever to forget Hie sallow^ sunken 
face and the dee])-seL, dark eyes of the young 
Caiuliridgc man (he was a ‘‘pa.sscnger for liis 
healLh ” on hoard the good ship Torrens out- 
ward hound to Australia) who wuns the first 
reader of “Alnuiyer’s Polly” — the very first 
render I ever had. “Would it bore you very 
much in reading a IMS. in a hainhyritiug like 
mine?” I asked him one evening, on a sutl- 
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(l(‘ii ;il lii' '* i'*''' ' 't ' "iMi'i 1), 

I ioji w in )sc ',1 1 1 1 |r( I W - ( 1 1 M n Ilf , III Inn, 

,),H'(|(I('^ ( ! li;ii u ,1 In lu nn . w ,i iti iii" m im 

('.tliiit one ^(i II III \ I |i t" 1 1 1 ii 1 1 . ii Ml, ,i) (, j 

I iiir ;i 1 H K iK I M M . II i 1 1 1 H 1 1 i 1 1 . < lu 1/ 1 1 .1 \ 

{'Hi I)!' sluir, 

“ \()| ,1 1 liil," li( ,i II .u <'i < ( 1, 1 1 If ill I , ifii (,. 

niiii ill 1 ( »n.‘t 1 1 ( iM ;i 1 1 ( i .1 i ,1 in I n 1 1 H > \ 1 ) 

,'i (It'll w cr < (pel I 1 1 1 1 h Ml II I \ , 1 1 1 ii I I I f I 1 1 ! h I if \ 

'ill \'(’ liiiii ;i ;i ( I li I 111 I '. ) )i I lull I \\< ifhli I 

W'liiil iu‘ (’Xprcit'd (i< -'I \ pi II 111. iti,f\ )k> 

\H Iliiil \ l)(‘,\ imh) "III in III 1 " J Ii‘ u,|, 
iinl II cnld, l)iit ;i i .tlin mmii, I ill in> n ■' iilMlitnj 

|i^\ (lis(‘;is(' ,1 III, III 111 )( w n I ii il III. I I if .(II 

tnifiSMiiiiiiii^ iiimli' I \ III "I iH i.fi ml. I. ..Ill 
lull willl ,-.|)MI('l lull" III M-ii i| 1 1 n h il I III ill. 

(if his p('|''-.nl) wlilill (I ItIMl .Ip, Ilf h.iiii life 
IJltdi.sl I lli.M|)slic( 1 Ini Ilf iiiji |.(\ jfi .n.'in f 

I I is ('yi's ll.'lll .1 I linll" ii I I II I 1 1 1 1 I . I pi I ( I { n Innh 

III Ills ;i 1 1 r.'i 1 '1 1 \ < ‘ ii‘.i’i\.‘(j in inn. i iml ni ,i 
\'('il('il s\ nip, 1 1 )in( in \ nic( If. I M , i 

" Wli.'il is t lir^'' " 'it I .1 .III , .1 I .(1, 

I ;iiisu w il Ii ,m n||ni I 1 1 i n. .f .‘\ mi 

liiiisli('(I \ nl , \n\ m | Imln I . m M li ! n fn 

kimw w'lnil \ nil I liiiil' (it i( II. pn I ( he 

Ill I ii(' lii'isn I pin'Li I (.1 111 j n M I , I 

n'liK'iiilM'r pm I'm 1 1\ hi . (him !.i*n,'. n fm -ri , 

HI : 
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folding’ il ]('ni>’( liwise. w'ill ivad iL lo- 

niovrow." lie remarked, seizin llie door- 
liaiidle; and Uien waleldng liu' roll of (he ship 
I'or a pro])ilions momeiU, lie opeiu'd llie door 
and was ”’one. Fii the moiuenl, of his exil 
I heard llie siistaiiu'd l)ooinin,t*' of llui wind, 
the swish of Llie waler on Llie decks of Llie 
Tonriis, and Ihe siilxliied, as if dislaiiL, roar 
of Lhe rising siai. f no Led Ihe growing dis- 
cpiicl in Llie greaL resllessness of Lhe ocean, 
and resjanuh'd ])rofessionally Lo il, wiLh lhe 
Llioug'hkllial aL eight o’clock, in aiioLlier half- 
hour or so aL lhe farLliesl, lhe LoiigallaiiL- 
sails would have lo come off Lhe shij). 

Next day, bill this time in the first dog- 
vailch, Jac((nes entered nyv cabin. He Jiad a 
[hick woollen mnfiler I'ound his LhroaL, and 
lhe IMS. was in his hand. He leiidcrcd it to 
me with a steady look, but withonL a word. 

I look it in silenc'C. IFe .saL down on the 
conch and still said nolliing. I opened and 
.shill a drawer under my desk, on which a 
Lilk'd-np log-slale lay wide ojien in its wooden 
l‘j*ani<' wailing to be copiial neally into lhe 
sort of book F was accnslomed to write with 
ear(‘, Ihe ship’s log-book, f turned my back 
S(juarely on the desk. And even then Jacques 

LI 
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ncviM' oll'civd a word. “WoII, whal, dn vou 
say?” J asked n I Iasi. “Isil worlh linish mj- ' 
Tills fjiiesLiou exjiressed ('xa(*l,Iy I hi' wlude -W 
my LJioiii^’lils. 

“Disiiiielly,” he answered, in his sedale, 
veiled voiee, and (.lien eoiiglH'd a Jil Ih'. 

‘AVere you inleresled.^” X liKiiiiri'd rin-flit>r, 
almost in a whisper. 

“ \h'ry iiuieh !” 

Xn a pause X went on nuadin^' ins|iMeli\'rlv 
tlie heavy rolling oJ' I he sliip, and Jaeijur^ 
luit, his feet u])on the eoiu'h. Tlu' eiirlain nf 
' my bed-plaee .swung to and fro as if il 
a punkah, the bulkhead lamp (ai'cled in lU 
gimbals, and now and Ihen (he eabin doui 
rattled slightly in the gusts of wind. 1 1 
in latitude 40 souLli, and lumrly in |Ju‘ |oij<<, 
tilde of Greenwieli, as far as I can rmiK'inber, 
that these quiet rite.s of vVImayi'r’s and .\inaA 
resurreetion were taking jilaee. In (iu' pm 
loiigud sileneeil oecurred to nu' that llnav wa. 
a good deal of retrospeelive writing in the 
.dory as far as it went. AVas it inUdligibli* 
ill its a el ion, J aski'd myself, as if alriaidy l!n> 
slory-t(‘ller wore being born into the body of 
a seaman. But X heard on deek llu* whislle 
of Iho officer of llic walcli luul remairie.l on 



A PKRSONAl. UK(U)R]) 


fill' alcrl Lo (‘ftlc'li I hi' order lliiil, was lo 
i’olhnv’ this <*all (o nlli'nlioii. H roac-licd tiu* 
Jis ii ruin I, iic'rcc sliouf (o “Sijiimv I hi' yards.” 
“Ahu!” I (hough I lo niysoir, “a wi'sli'i’ly 
Mow coming on.” Then I liirncd lo my ver.y 
rii'sl reudoj*, who, aln.s! was ikol Lo live long" 
cnougli lo know Ihe end of iJie hile. 

”Now leL me usk you one more Lhing: 
is Llie .story qiiile clear lo you ns it .sinnds?” 

He rai.sed liis dark, gentle eyes lo iny face 
and seemed -surprised. 

“Yes! Herfeclly.” 

This was all 1 was to hear from Ins lips 
c'oneei'ning’ the merits of “Almnyer’s JA)lIy.” 
\V e never .spoke logelher of llie hook again. 
i:V long period of had weather .set in and f 
Jiad no (hough Is left hut for my duties, while 
i:»oor Jaeijues caught a fatal eoltl and liail lo 
keej) clo.se in his cabin. \A'hen we arrived in 
Adelaide the first reader of my pi'o.se w'^ciit a( 
onee nj)-counlry, and died rather suddenly in 
1 he end, either in Australia or it may he on Iho 
passage while going home tlwougli tlic Suez 
(-'anal. T am not sure wliich it was now, and 
J do not think I ever heard jireeisely; Lhongii 
1 made inijuiries about him from .some of onr 
reluru passengers who, wandering al)out lo 
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(lio ('onnli'.v” llu' sliifPs slny 

in port, liixl t'onie u])oii him Ikm’o jiikI liu-rc'. 
Al lii^l we saih'd, homeward hoiiiitl, am 
still iiol one liiK' was add('d to ili(‘ (‘ai'eles" 
si']‘awl of the many paf>’es which jkm)!' Jiic<|m‘s 
had had lh{‘ ])aliencc to i’{‘a(l with I lu' 
shadows of EfeniiLy g'athcriii^' alnauly in IIk' 
hollo\^s of his kind, steadfast eyes. 

'Die j)urj)ose ijisLillcMl into me ))y his .siniplt' 
and final “ Disfincil^^ ” remained dorimmi, y<‘( 
alive to a\^all its o])por( unity. I dniH' say I 
aineoin])e]lcd — unconsciously eomp(dI(’(l - now 
fo write volume after volume, as in ])msI, y(‘ai’', 

I was cpmae lled to ^'o to sea voyjpi*'<i nfh't‘' 
voya<>e./ Leaves musL follow upon one an- 
other "as leagues used to follow in llu' (la,^^s 
gone by, on and on to the ap])oinl(al (uid, 
which, being Truth itself, is Ojie — oiu5 for all 
men and foi* all occu]>al ions. 

T do hot know wliicli of llu' i^wo inipnlsirs 
has a])peared more myslerions and rjiore 
vonderfnl to me. Still, in writing, ns in go- 
ing to sea, I had to wait my opporl miily. ^ 
Lei me confess here (liat T was Jte.v<’r om* ' 
of tliose wonderful fellows lha.t would g(» 
afloat in a wash-tnl) for the sake of IJk^ fun, 
and it r may pride myself upon my c-oosis-, 
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K'licy, i( w'iis rv(M’ jus I lli(‘ suuu' lu.v 

nH'tu I in 

niiiway ('Mi'ria^i^(\s, and cotild do il, jx'i'haps, 
siding crosses I -lc'gg(‘d (jii u (dntli(\s~lin{'; Inil 
[ nui.sl confess [lud my syhai’ific disposif ion 
will no! con son! U) wrilc willionl soEiKdlung 
at Icasl rc.semhliiig a cluiii’. Line liy Hjk', 
rathei* Uiaii page Ry i)age, was (he* growl h (d* 

"Almayer’s IA)ll,>a'’ ^ 

And so il Iuip]>eiu*d llial I \su-y nearly losi 
(lie MS., athaineed now (o I Ik* firs! words 
of Ihe iiinLli cliaplei’, in (he l*'E“iedi‘ielLslni,s.se 
railway station (llial’s in fJerlin, yon know), 
on uiy way Lo Poland, or more precisely lo 
Ukraine. On an early, s 1 eoi)y morning chang- 
ing trains in a hurry J left 1113*- Cf lad si one hag 
ill a refresh men L-room. A worlli^^ and iiiLel- 
ligeni KoJj'crinujer rescued it. AVI in m,v 
anxiety^ I Avas not thinking of Llie ATS., hut 
of all the other things that wore i)acked in tlie 
hag. 

In ^^harsaA^^ Avhore I s])enl tAvo da^cs, those 
AAmndering ])ages were never exposed lo (he 
light, except once lo (‘andle-liglit, Avliile Ihe 
hag la^^ open on (lie eliair. f Avas dressing 
liurriedl.y to dine a1 a sporting club. A friend 
of my childhood (he laid been in Llie Dpdo- 
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Diidic S('i'\'icc, 1)1(1 IkuI luriH'd fo i<i'( nviji/-;’ 

uii ])a(criial and wv had iH)l ,s<‘<‘n 

('adi oilier for oV('i’ hvenly yc'arsj ’was sifliay 
Oil die hotel sofa wailing’ (o earry inr olT 
IIn'M', 

“ Vou laighi tell uk' soiik'I hiii^' of ^yoiir* liT<‘ 
aliile you ai'c di'essiiiy,” Ik' suy^'c'sled, Ivindh , 

1 do not Ihink I lold hirii iiuieli of iny life 
''lory eillier tlic'U or lalei’. ddie laJIv oj* (lie 
'^i‘l(‘('t little i)ai'(y Avidi whicdi Ik* niadt' me 
diii{> was exlreiiieiy auiniaU'd and (Miidraeed 
uuk( suhjeels under luvnaai, from hiy“i>‘aine 
dtooiiiif^ in Africa (o ihe Iasi, potan piildished 
ill a very modern is I review, edited Ijy the 
\ ery young and ])atronized hy iJn; liiig-h<*s( 
•'itciely. 13 ut it iiever touched upon *\\I- 
iiiayei’ s I'olly, and next inoridng, in nrilnlta- 
iiipted obscurity, this iiis('j)ai'al)l(‘ (‘<)Mi/>(a iiioa 
vejd oil rolling with me in the soiitlieasL <iir(‘i’- 
lion toward the government of lvi<‘v. 

''At diat time there wars an eight, lionrs' f 
drive, if not more, from lh(‘ railway slaJion to 
Ihe eounlrydiouscMvIiieli wms my desi ina t I<m. , 

^ Dear^ hoy ’ (these words wrn'i' alu’a.\^s 
\\rillen in Knglisli), so ran th(‘ last l(‘tl('r f 
ix’xi dial hons<‘ received in London fd'l i 
'-"i'wir driven to the only inn in tlic place, - 
40 
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(line MS well ns you <'Mn, miuI souk' linu^ in I In* 
evening my own eonlideulial servant, rMelo- 
luni and majordonio, a i\Ir. V. S. (I wni'ii you 
lie is of noble ext rael ion), will pn'scnil liiin- 
self before you, rc'porting (lie arri\'a] of (lie 
small sledge wliic'li will lake you lu're on tin* 
next day. I .send with him luy heaviest fur, 
which r .su])])ose with such o\xu’(‘oa(.s as ^yoii 
may have with yon will keep you from 
freezing on (he road.” 

Sure enough, as I was dining, served l)y a. 
Ifebrew waiter, in an (moimious barn-like 
bedroom with a freshly ])ainled floor, tin' door 
opened and, in a travelling cost nine of long 
boots, big sheepskin eap, and a short, coal 
girt with a lea flier belt, the iNIr. V. S. (of 
noble exti'aefion), a man of aboid lliirty' 
five, a ])i)ea red witli an aii' of peiplexily on 
liis open and muslaebed eoiinleiiaiiee. 1 
got uj) from the table and gre(ded bim in 
Jhdish, wilb, I hopes the right sliad(' of eoii- 
sidernLion demanded by his iiobh' blood and 
his confidential ])0.silion. Ills faea; (‘haired 
lip ill a wond(M‘fnI way. fl ai>peared that, 
iiol withslanding my nnele’s earrn'sL assur- 
ances, die good fellow laid i‘(‘maiiied in doubt, 
of our understanding each oLlicr. Jle iinag- 
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iiied I \\'(nil(l (mIL (o him in sonu' rorcAi*/! 

I \V(i^ (old (lull lii.s his’( oji 

ocKiiig’ into (lio slcd^-'c (o come lo iihm'J ]ru‘ 
diapod ail anxious ('xclamal Ion ; 

“OYeJI! Well! I am i>'oini'\ inil (itxl 

old, A knows iiow \ am lo mako mysidl' uiidi'r- 
.s{(M)d lo our nuisl('i'\s la'plu'W.” 

Wo iindorslood oaf‘Ii ollau' Axu-y AAudl (Voni 
(la‘ lii'st. JIo look (diai’i’o ol* mo as if I \\<‘ro 
iiol puilo of ai>’o. I had a dolii^'hl I'nl ho.A 
('(‘(‘liJii*’ fd’ comino' homo from school AAd]('n hr 
uiulllod iii(‘ uj) !1(‘\L moriiin;^' in an (uiormoii'^ 
hi'ar.^kiii IraA’olIiug'-coai and look his soul 
p!'o((‘oliA<dy hy my sid('. '^Idio slodgo aa’us a 
\('ry Miiall one, and il Iook('d ii(I<m‘I,a^ irihii^- 
luhcanl, alniosi like a loy ladiind I In* I'oiir 
hiy hays liaiaiossod Laa'o ami Iaa’o. Wo lliroo, 
(oiuilinii;’ the coachman, filh'd il, coin])l(dcIy, 
He A\as a yoLiipa' J'cIIoav aa'IiIi (‘hair hliic- (“y<*s, 
the hiyli collar of his iiAX'ry fur coal, fra mod 
liis cliooi'v cm ml on a nc(‘ and slood all re mi ml 
Io\'('I AA'illi llic (oj) of his lu'ad. 

“XoAc, J(;s('p]i,'’ my companion addix'ssod 
liini, “do Aon lliiuk sludi mana^'(' jo ,i>cl 
hoiiK' l>cl'or(' six?" 1 1 is ansuau’ was lhal aac 
W ould surely, AA’illi (lod's lad]), and proAddiiip, 
lla'i’c wore no lioaA’y drifls in I Ik; lon^' slrtMcIi 
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c(M’l;tiii villii^'c's \vl)()S(‘ luinu's (‘anio 
wilh an ('x[ !•(•lnoly raniiliar sound In my oars. 
II(‘ IuvikmI ouI an (‘xr(‘l](ml ('oa<‘liiiian, \vi(!i 
an iiislinol For k(‘ 0 |)iny Mu' i-oad aiii()nj 4 ' llu' 
sno\v-(‘o\Tr{Ml fl(']ds and a nal lira! yifL of 
y('l[ing llu' bosl on I of his liorsos. 

‘‘Flo is Llic son oF Llial Josopli lhal L sup- 
pose' llu' ('a])laiii ronu'udx'i’s. !!(' wlio usc'd 
lo drive Iho (Faplain's lain i*'randino(]u'i’ of 
lioly nK'inoryd’ romarkc'd S., busy luckinjj;' 
Fur rug's aboul my F('o[ . 

1 ronu'inlH'rod jK'rFoclly llie Iriisly Joseph 
who used lo drive my graiHlmollier. AYhy! 
lie il was who lei me bold the reins for ihe 
firsl Lime in my life and allowed me lo play 
wiLli llie great four-in-hand whip mil side Ihe 
doors of Ihe (‘oaeh-house. 

“Whal beeame of him?” 1 asked. ‘‘He 
is no longer serving, I sup])os('.” 

“He served our master,” was Ihe reply. 
“But he died oF eholera ten years ago now—- 
lhal great ej)idemic that we had. And his wiFe 
died at, Lhe same Linu'— the whole houseful 
oF them, and this is the only boy LhaL was left.” 

The AIS. oF ” Almayer’s Folly” was reposing 
in lhe bag under our Feet . 

1 saw again the sun setting on the ])lains ) 
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J s;i\v iL in Mi(' Iravc'ls of my ('liil<lli()()< 
Jl s(*[, clear and red, di])})iiii;’ inlo liu' sno' 
ill fill! \'ie\v as if it were s('(lin<^' on (he .s(‘{ 
II was tw(Mily-Lliroe years since' I liad mv* 

' Ihe sun scL over [hat land; and we drove oi 
in the darkness which Fell swiFlIy upon lii 
livid expanse of snows liil, oul of llic wasii' <> 
a white eailh joining a iK'slari’cd sky, snrgt'c 
np black sha])es, the clnm])s of I rc'c's ahum 
a village of the Ukrainian i)lain. A (‘ollagi 
or two glided bjg a low inU'rmiiiablc wall, 
and then, glimmering and winking Ihrongh a 
screen of fir-trees, the lights of Ihe mastt'r’s 
house. 

That very evening Ihe wand ('ring MS. of 
‘'Almayer’s Tolly” wnis unpack'd and unoslen- 
lationsly laid on the writing-table in my room, 
the guest-room wliicli had bc'cn, 1 was in- 
formed in an alfectional('ly care'h'ss lone-, 
awaiting me for .some fifU'eii years oi’ so. I( 
attracted no attention from the affect iona I c 
jn'osejice hovering round the .son of llu' fa- 
vourite .sister. 

‘Aon won’t have many hours to yonr- 
M'lf wdiile you arc staying wdlh iik', lirolher,” 
he .said— this form of address borrowed from 
the s])eech of our peasants being the usual 
50 
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('xi))vssi<)n of lli(' liii^'hosl i^’ood hiiinour in a 
iiioiticiil of a(V(‘oli()iialo (‘lalion. “I shall ho 
always in fora ohal.”, 

A.s a luallor of faol, wo had llu' wholo house' 
lo ohat in, and woi’o ooorlas(in«>ly inii'ndin<^' 
ii])on oarh olhor. I iinaidod Lho rotlroiiK'iil of 
his sliuly whoi’o Uu' i)rinoi|)a! foalnre' was a 
<*olossa! silvoi’ inkstand jirosoiiLod lo him on 
his fifti(‘lh yi'ar hy a snhscriplion of all his 
warck Uu’ii living. Ilo had boon guardian of 
nmiiy orphans of land-owning fainilios from 
i ho throo sonlhorn j)ro\dnoos - ovor sinoo lho 
N'oarlSdO. Sonio of ihom had hooii inysohool- 
follows and playniatos, hul noL one of thorn, 
girls or l)oys, Lhat I know of inns ovor wriiloa 
a novoh Olio or two wore older iluin niysolf 
— oonsiclc'rahly older, loo. One of ihoni, a 
x'isiloi’ I ronionihor in my early years, was the 
man who first put nio on horsehaok, mid Ids 
four-horse haolu'lor turnout, his jiorfeei horse- 
manship a,ud general skill in manly exereises, 
was one of iny earliest iidiniraLions. F seem 
to renu'uiher my mother looking on from 
;l eoloimade in front of Llie dining-room 
windosvs as F was lifted upon the pony, 
held, for all J know, liy the very Joseph — 
the groom aLlaehed specially lo my graud- 

51 



A PERSON AL R K('() K I) 


niollipr's scM'vico— who of oliohM’^i. H 

was c'crlaiiily a young niun in a dai'k-hliio, 
lailless eoa[ and |]ng(' Cossack Ironsca’s, liial 
hciiig llic liwry of llic iiKUi ahoni I In' slaJjk'S. 
Il nuisl have been in bS(il<, hul i’('ekoiiing 
hy anolher mode of ealeulaling Inina il was 
eerlaiiily iii llie year in w'hich ni.>^ moHicr 
ol)laincd permissioJi lo (ra\'el sonlh and visf!. 
her family, from |]ic (^xile iiilo whicli she fia<l 
followed my falheia Ihu' ilia I, loo, she liatl 
had Lo ask permission, and I know' flial one of 
llie eondilions of lhal ra\'oin’ was lhal slu' 
slioiild he I rea Led exaelly as a. coi idem tied 
exile herself. a eou])l{‘ of years laler, in 

memoiy of her eldesl hroLher, who l!a<I served 
in the Guards and dying early hd'! Iiosls of 
Iriends and a loved numinry in (he gi‘<‘a( 
wajrld of Si. IVlersburg, some infhnmlial pm’- 
sonages j)roeured for hei‘ Ihis pcamiission - il 
w’as ollicially called Ihe “IlighesL, (i-raee”- 
ol a four moiiLlis’ leave from (wile. 

This is also (he year in wliicdi I fir.sl begin 
Lo remember my mot her with more dislincl- 
ness lhan a mere loving, w'ide-browa'd, sileiiR 
I)rotccting i)resenee, avIiosc eyes had a sort 
of Commanding sw'ceLness; and I also re- 
membei the great gathering of all the relations 
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I’i'oin iioar niid dir, aiic! llie gray heads oF llie 
ranul;\' friends ])aying her Hie homage of 
!*esj)ecL and love in the liouse oF h('r Fa von rile' 
hi'ollu'i'j who, a Few years laLer, was Lo Lake, 
Hie place For me oF hoi h niy pareiils. 

I dirl nol uiuU'rstand ihe Iragie signific'aiiee 
oi* iL all al Hie lime, Ihoiigh, imh'ed, I remem- 
her Llial doelors also eame. There wei-e no 
signs invalidism about Ikm — hnl I [hink 
lhaj alrtaidy Hiey had jironouneed lier doom 
unless pc'rhaps the (‘hange lo a soul hern (‘li- 
male could re-eslahlish hei' deelining slrengih. 
h'or nu' it seems the very hajipiest ])erio<l oF my 
evisteiice. There was my eousin, a (h'lighl- 
Fnl, (piiek-leini)ered lillU^ girl, some moiiLlis 
younger than myself, whosi' life, k)vingly 
walelied over as it’ slie W(‘re a royal princess, 
enine lo an end with her fifteen Ih yeai'. 
ddiere wer(‘ other children, Loo, many of 
wlujin ai‘e dead now, and nol a Few whose 
very names 1 lunT Forgotten. Over all this 
luuig the oppressive shadow of the greal 
Russian emj)ire— the shadow lowering with 
Hie darkness of a new-born national haired 
fostei’ed by Ihe, ]\[o.seow school of journalisls 
a gain. si the Poles after the ill-omened rising 
of 1863. 
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This is a far cvy hac'k from llio MS. <il 
"Alniayar's Folly,” I)mI I Ik* piihlic rocord oi 
lli(‘.s(* foriiiah\’c ]iu()J'(‘ssi()Hs is iiol. I In* wliiiii 
of an iinoasy {*«()(lsm. ddi('.S(', loo, aro 

liiimaii, already dislaid in liw'ir O' 

is Jiieel llial .soinelliiiiy mort* .slionid lx* N’lO 
l\)r Ihe novellsL'scliildreii lliaii I Iio colour.s and 
liiiiires of lu's own hai’d-U'on ei’oo I ion, dJjal' 
wiliel) ill llteir yrow'ii-iij) ,\a‘ars nia,\" ..jijK'ai' 
lo Llic world ahoiil IIkmii as I Ik* iiiosi ('tiii;n»al i<- - 
side of (lu'ir naliii*(‘.s ami jx'rliap.s miisl I’l’inaiii ^ 
fore\Tr ohsiain* ('Vt'ii (o I li('nis('l\'e.s, will hr 
llu'ir imeoliscions r(‘Sj)oii.st' lo I In' -slill voire / 
of dial iii('\oi‘al)le pasl IVom wincli Ids v'ork 
of fiction and lla'ii’ ix'rsonnlirH's i•{'l^olely 
d(‘rivcd. * 

Only in nu'ii's iina/^inal ion iNx's (‘Very 
li’iilli find an ('n'(*cli\'(' and nnd<‘ii iaid(' (‘\is(- 
cnc’e. Iniaj^’inalion, nol invent i<Mi, 

iiuasa'tciiasC’aRiKtiea-.j 

supreme maslerol <>IJde. An ima^trja- 

live andA'xac'l, reiiderini*’ of anllHmlio nn’MiO' 
I'ies may serve wort Idly Ilia I, spiril of j>iel,\' 
toward all lliinj!>'s Iinman wliicli .saiK'lfoiis Ihe 
concei)Lioiis of a writer of tal(‘.s, and the 
emotions of llic man reviewing' lii.s own 
experience. 


54 



ir 


S T luivc said, I was nnpaf'king' niy 
lugii’a^v al'tci' a joiiriu'y IVoiii London 
^ iiiLo Ukraine, "^riio MS. ol' 'kVlniay- 

er's Fcdly" — Jny roinpanion alroitdy Toi’ sonu' 
llirco years or nioi'e, aii<l I hen in I he nintli 
ehajiter of ils af^'t*-— was (le])o.sll(’d unoshnila- 
iioiisly on Llie wrilin^’-takle placed l)elw(a'n 
Iwo wiiidow.s. It flidiTl o<‘eui' to me to pul 
it a\e^Ly in tlie drawer Llie table was fiLled wit Ip 
hut" eye wms alLraeted by tlie i*'ood form of 
ilie same drawer’s brass handles. Two eaiulel- 


abra, will) four candles ciich, lig'hLod up fes- 
tally Lhc room which bad waited so many years 
for tile wandering nej}hew. The blinds were 
down. 


Within five buiidrod yar<ls of the chair oa 
wliich I sat stood tlie first jieasant hut of Itie 
village — part of my maternal grandfalber's 
('State, the only part remaining' in the ])osses- 
sion of a member of the family; and beyond 
the village in the limitless blackness of a, win- 
ter’s niglit tliei’e lay the great unfenced fields — 
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not a flal and sovoiv plain, laii a kindly IhvjkI- 
.i^ivin^' land of low roiindod ridj^vs, all wliiff 
now, wilh lltc black ])alc‘)ios of linibcn* iK’sIliiiyi 
ii} ll)(> hollows. The ?’oad by which J ha<l 
nonw ran Uirou^l) lli<‘ ^'^lhtKc wilh a Iniai jnsl 
on [side I he gales elosing I he sliorl (b'lvo. 
Somebody was abroad on (he di'ep .srto^v - 
(rack; a (piick tlidvl(‘ of Ix'IIs s(ol(‘ gradually- 
)n[(} (he slillness of (he room like a, tcineriil 
U hIs})(M’, 

jMy u 11 ] )a eking had lieen walched ovt'r In' 
llie sei'vunl who had come lo help nu‘, and. 
for th(‘ most pari, had been slaiiding alien 
live hnt nnneeessary aL the dooi’ of (he room. 

I did not wanL him in iJie leasl, bill, I did nol 
like to tell him lo go away, Ih' was a younn 
I’ellow, certainly more than 1 (mi yinirs yoiingfa 
(hail myself; I Inn I not been — J Avon’l say in 
dial jilace, hut within sixty miles of i(, ever 
since the year '07; yet his gnileh'ss [ihysiog- 
lomy of the open peasant lyp<‘ si'enied 
strangely familiar. It was f(ui(e possible 
that he might have lieen a deseeiidanl, a .son, 
nr even a grandson, of the servaitls whosi* 
friendly faces Iiad been familiar to me in niy 
airly eliildliood. As a mailer of fact Ik' liad 
lo sueli claim on my consideral ion. Jle, was 
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I ho procliu‘[ of some villag'e near hy and 
was Lhere on his promolioiu landii^' learned 
{lie service in one or [.wo lioiises as ])ai dry- 
hoy. I know this because I aslaal llie ^volilly 

A’ -next day. Imighl well luive spared I lie 

(jue.slion, T (liseov(‘red hel'ori' long llml all 
llie faces ahoul the liouse and all (lu‘ faces in 
die village: (he graw faces wilh long iims- 
(aelu's of Lhc heads of families, ihe downy 
faces of Uie young men, Llie ra{*es of llie lillle 
fair-liaii’cd ehiklren, (he liaiulsoine, laiined, 
wide-]) rowed faces of the mol hers seen a I [he 
doors of the Iiuls, were as familiar to me as 
1 hough I had known lliem all from ehildhootl 
and my chi hi hood were a malLer of Lhe da}^ 
liefore yestc'rday. 

The Linkle of lhe traveller's hells, after 
growing loader, had faded away cjiiiekly, and 
the tumult of harking clogs in the village had 
calmed down a I lasl. A 1 3^ unele, lounging in 
the corner of a small eouclg smoked his long 
Turkish chibouk in silence. 

“This is an (‘xl remely nice writing-ialile 
you have gol for in,y room,” I remarked. 

“I I is really 3'our propei’l.v,’’ he said, 
k(*eping’ his e^'C's on me, with an interested 
and wistful expression, as he had done ever 
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siiiro I lijul ('ii[('J’{‘(l 11 k‘ ]|()US(‘. ycwtr^s 

a^’o youi* inollua' iisod (o a I lliis 

l;(l)I{'. Ill our house ill ()ralo\\% il sIckhI in 
(!)(' lilLlo siUiiigu'ooni which, hy u (ucil ;ti'- 
raiig(‘uieul, was gAaui up to the girls - J mean , 
to y(}ur niollier and lier sistei' who filed sii 
yuiiug. Il was a pr(‘seiil (o I hem jointly 
tVfJiii y(MH' uneie Niejiolas II. wlicn youi" 
luolhei’ was seven I ecu am I yoiii- mud (wo 
yi'ars youngei’. vShe wars n v(M‘y <leut’, de- 
lightful girl, lhal aunt, of ^anirs, ol whom I 
siippDSf' you know nothing more than the 
name. She did not sliiiu' so much by j)(U'- 
smal beauty and a cultivahal mind in Avhieh 
wjiir mother was i'ar su])erior. It was luu' 
aijod sense, the adinirahh' swaMdm'ss of her 
mdtin', hei‘ ex(‘ej)Iioiud facility and ease in 
flaily I'f'lations, that endiairef! her lo (wuny- 
hi)(ly. Her death Avas a teri-ihh' gri<'f and a 
serious moral loss for us all. Had slie livfal 
she wamld have lavcmgld, the great <'st ble.s.siiigs ' 
lo llu' hoiisf' it would liave hefui li<*r (o( to 
etitia’. as wihg mo(Ii('i\ and niislrf'ss <il‘ a 
hoii^(‘ho}(I SIk' would Iu‘Ma' er(‘al(‘(| round 
hers.'ir ail atmosphere of jxsafv and coidfuil j 
wliieli only tliose wdio can lov(‘ unsellishly 
uv able to evoke. Your motlier— of far , 
58 i 
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gn'ti(cf 1 (‘\('('i)l i(>n;illy dis! iii^'uislKM 

ill ]H‘rs()u, iiiid iiiU'IKm*! - had a l('.sf 

easy tl >si ( ion. Ueiiii^ niori' hrillia n ( l,\'' 

.slie ul.sij oN|K‘<*(ed more iVoni lile, AL dial 
Iryiiiy- tiiiK' esjieeiaiiy, ^^’o were ^'r<'ally <‘<)U- 
eerned aboul her slaUa Sull'eriji^' in liei 
heal 111 t’roiU Llie shock ol' her I'alher’s d(‘a(h 
(she Was alone in Lli(‘ lioiue with Itim wlnm 
he (Hod suddenly), slie was Lorn Hy tiu' in- 
ward sLriii^'^lo he (ween lior ]o\’e Tor (lie man 
w'honi she was lo marry in llu* end and Her 
knowdod^'c ol' Her dead falher's declared 
ihjectioii io dial- maleli. Ihiahli^ to In'in^' 
lerscir Lt) disregard lliat clierished memory 
uul lluiL judg'ineid she Had ahvays respected 
uid trusted, and, on Llie oilier Hand, feeling’ 
lie iiupossiHilily to resisi a seniinicnL so 
ie('p aiul so true, she (‘oiild not Have been 
Ajx'otefl to j)res(M’\'^e Her mental and moral 
lalanee. At war ^vilH Ju'rself, sHe could 
lol Lo others that feeling of peace 

rhi(‘li was no! lu'r owm. It was onl}^ laLei*, 
lam unitc'd at lasi wdlh llie man of H<’r 
Hoiee, Itud, slie devclojied iHose uncoinmon 
ifts of mind and heart \vhieli compelled 
le respecl and admiral ion ('veii of oiir 
K*s. J\ lee ting wdlH calm fordliide the cruel 
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IruiLs of ;i liR‘ iiio' all Mk' na ( iotuil miiO 

social niislorl lines oT lli<‘ <‘0111111 ii nily, slic 
t‘(‘itlizc(l (li<‘ hiii'ln'sl coiiec'pl ions ol' <fiily as 
ii wife, a niollicr, and a palrioi, sharing' IIk' 
exile of her Inisband and I'eprcssini 1 nohlx* 
ili(“ ideal of Polish woinanliood. Oiir un<'l( ^ 
Xicholas was no! a man \'er,\' a<*<*(‘ssild(‘ (o 
i'('elini>’s of aireelion. Ajiarl IVoni his wor- 
slii]) for Xapoleon (he (Jr<‘a(, lie lox'cal I’eally. 

1 l)eliev(\ only ihree peoj)l(‘ in I In* world, 
his inolhei' — your grea(,-graiidinol Ikm’, whotn^ 
y(ai liave seen ))U( eannol ])ossil)I^\^ jniuati- 
i>e)': his hroilier, our falli(‘r, in wliosi' Iions<'. 
lie lived for so many years; and of all of 
us, his uepliew.s and nieces ^'rown M]> ar(»ini<f 
him. your moLlier alom;. Hk' nuxh'sl, los- 
ahl(‘ <iualiLies of Lhe jmmi^'xxsl, .sisl(‘r he df<j^ 
not ,seeni al)le to see. i(. wa.s I who lelt 
most profoundly this iiiiexpeeled .slrok<> ot 
<h“aLh falling upon the family le.ss Ilian a 
y<air after [ had hceome its head. t( w'as 
ferribly unexpected, Dri\dng homt; oiK'wim 
Iry al((‘i‘nooii to keep me eoin])any" in (tni 
empty house, whore J liad to r('iiiain p<'r- 
niaiK'iitly admiiiLstering' ihe estate and al- 
h'nding to the complicalcd affairs— (( he girl, 
h'ok it in turn week and week about} - 
GO 
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driving, as 1 said, from (li(‘ house ol' (ho 
Couiilcss 'i\‘k!a Polocku, wlu'rc' t)ur invalid 
niollu'v vas slaying then lo he near a doeloi’, 
I hoy lost (ho road and goL sluok in u .snow- 
(IriFl. She was alone wiLh llie ooaclinnin and 
old A'alery, the personal sei’vanl of onr late 
lather. lin])alienL ol‘ d<‘luy w'hile I hey weia' 
trying io dig Llienisel\'es ouL, she jninped ouL 
()f llie sledge and went, lo look I'or llu' road 
herself. All this hap])ened in ’ol, not tiMi 
miles from the house in whieh we are siL- 

ling now. The road was soon round, hul 

snow had begun Lo fall Ihickiy again, and 
they u'cre four more lionrs get Ling honuv 

Both the men Look oil* their sliee]).skiii- 

lined greaLcoais and used all Lheir own rugs 
Lo wrap her up against the cold, not wit li- 
st anding her prote.sLs, positive orders, ami 
even struggles, as \hdery afterward related 
lo me. ‘How could I,’ lie remonstrated with 
her, ‘go Lo meet the blessed soul of iny late 
master if I let any liarni come lo you wliile 
Iherc’vS a siiark of life left in my body?’ 
When lliey reached 1 ionic at last th(‘ poor 
old man was slilf and speechless from ex- 
jiosiire, and the coachman was in not miieli 
better plight, though he had the strength lo 
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clrn’o roil lid Lo I lie slablo.s hiinself. To my 
i‘e]) roaches I'or veil luring oiiL nt all in such 
wen I her, she answered, eluiraelerislieally, Uni I 
she could no I hear Ihe IIioiig'liL ol‘ abandon- 
ing’ me Lo my cheerless solilude. It is in- 
eoinpreluMisilile liow i( was Ilia I slie was 
allowed (o slarL. I suppose i(, liad lo lief 
She made light of llie eough which eame on 
next day, hul sliorlly aflei'wai’d in flam ma- 
Liou of (lie lungs sel in, aiul in three weeks 
slie was no more! She n'as (he hrsL Lo he 
taken away of I lie young generalion under 
niy care. Ikdiold the vanity of all lio])es and 
fear.s! 1 was the most frail at hirlh of all 
the children. Kor years I remained .so deli- 
cate that nvy parents had Inil little hope of 
liringing me up; and yet I have survived 
Jf^^v brothers and (wo sisters, and many of 
my contemijoriiries; I have oul lived iny Avife 
and daughter, too — and from all I hose wlio 
liav(‘ had some knoAAdedge at least of lliesc 
»)ld times you alone arc left. It has been 
my lot to lay in an early grave many honest 
hcai'ls, many bi’illiant promi.se.s, luanj^ hopes 
full of life.” 

Tie got up liriskly, .sighed, mid left me 
saying, ‘'TYc Avill dine iii ludf an hour/' 
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^ViUl(>LlL moving, I lis[(‘iK‘(l lo ]iis qtiic'k 
slops rcHOundiiig on IIk' waxed lloor of (lic' 
next room, Lrjn^ersing I he anioi'ooin HiumI 
will I |)o(>kslioh'es, where* he j)au.se(l lo j)iEl. 
his r/nhoifli’ in llu* ])iiK‘-s[aiid helore j)a,s.sing' 
into I he drawing’-rooni (( lic'se* were all e;/ 
.va/A'J, \^’llere he l) 0 <-ame inandihle* t)ii I Ik* 
thick carpel. 15ut I iie'ard the door of his 
^liif];^’-l)etlrooni close, I le was 1 Ih'ii six! y- 
Iwo ,^’ears old and had Ixam IV)r a (|iia]*l<'i’ 
ol' a ccnUity Lhe wisest, the (irmest, llie most, 
indulg'enl oT guaixlians, extending oven* me a 
])atei'nal care and atk'eLioii, a moral sn])])or( 
which I .seemed to reed always near me in (he ! 
most clhstanL ])ar(s of the eartli. 

As Lo AJr. Nicholas B., sub-lion tenant of 
1S08, lieuLcimni of 1813 in tlie lA-eiich army, 
and i'or a sliorl lime (\(fir.ier irOrd()}i}i(uicc 
of Marshal IMarmont; afterward captain in 
(Ik* Regiment of IMoimted Rifles in (he 
l\)lis!i ai’iny— such as it existed uj) I(j 1830 
ill llie reduced kingdom established l>y tlie. 
Congress of Vienna — I must say Lliat from 
-dl that more distant jiasl , known I o me 
traditionally and a little de n'sn, and called 
)iil j>.N' I lie won Is of the man just gone awaiy, 
ic reiiuiius the most ineoiuplete figure. It 
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IS (ihvious IIkiI 1 ninsl lun't' S(mm( liitn in '(JK 
for i( is e(‘rlaiii llial lie' wouM nol liavc 
niisscfl (.hr o{)i)orluni(y of itiy jiioIIk'i- 

for whnl hr iiuisl liavc known would Ix' lli{‘ 
lasL linio. J'Voni niy rarly boyhood (o I his 
(lay, if 1 try lo call up liia lina^'C', a sorJ of 
mist rises lK'foi'{‘ iny cy(\s, iiiisl in which f 
p('rc('i\'c vaguely only a madly hrnslicd lu'ad of 
whip' hair (wiiieh is exeepfional in (fu' casc^ 
of (he B. family, wluu'e i[ is llu' rule’ foi' 
men lo go hahl in it hocoiiiing nmiiiuM' l)('for<’ 
(hi)'(y) and ii [liin, cnrycal, (lignilicd nose, 

;i feidmvin strict aeconhinca' vhlli [lie pliysicjil 
ti'iulilion of the B. iamily. Bid ii is not f)y 
these fiaigmentary renmins of jKU’isInihh' riior- 
tidily (hid he li\Ts in my numiory. 1 Kiunv, 
id a very early age, (lud my yiainduriclt' 
Xielioliis B, was ii Kniglil of ilu^ ia'yion of 
Honour and that he had also tiie Bolisli C'ross 
for vidour Virhdi MiJiUtri. I'lie knowl(vig(’ c)f 
I ftese glorious facts inspired in nu' iin /idiniriiig 
vc'iiei'idion; yet it is not iluil s(mlim<Mi( , si rong 
iis it was, wliicii resumes for nu' liu' foiaa' and 
the siguihciuiee of his ])ersonjilily. li is awr- 
home hy iinotlu'r and eomph'v iin[)i'<‘ssion of 
■‘in(\ comj)assion, and horror. Air. NBcliohas 
Ij. remains tor me the uiiforl uiiatc iiud ini.stm- 
01 
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n]>lo fbul lioi'oic) ix'in^’ who oikx' upon i\ I’wnv 
)]a<l efilcMi a do^'. 

Fi is a i^'ood forly y(‘at's siiux' f luxird llu' 
(fdo, and llio (dlVcL has iiol worn ofF y('(. 
I lids is tlic‘ vary hrsf, say, r(‘a]isli(', 

slory J hoard in iny lilV; hiil all (he saiuo I 
doji'l know why I should liaw hcaai so 
i’rii* III fully iiu])r{‘SS(‘d. Of course' I know whal. 
oiir villa <*■(' dogs look like'--!) ill slid. 

Xo' A( (Ids ^a'ry el ay, rc'calling I he' lior- 
ri)j- jiiid coiniiassie)!! of niy chilelhood, F 
ask inyse'li' whe'lhe'i’ I am riglil in dise 'losing' 
l<3 a (‘olel and faslielioiis world (hal awl’id 
(*[)isod(' ill (lie raniily hislory. I ask niy si'll* 
— is ii rigiil? — ('sjiocially as llu' Ji. j'aniily had 
alw'ays hecii honourably kiiejwn in a, wide' 
(‘ounlry-sldc For 1,1 ic dolicavy e)l‘ llioii' lasles 
ill llio nialLci* of eaLing aiiel elrinking. Ihi( 
Ujjon dll' whole, anel considcriiig (hal Ihis 
g’osl roneanical elcgrudadon over (a king a gal- 
lanl young ollieer lies really a( Ihe doeir of 
(he (ri‘(‘al Nhi])o]ee)n, F lliink lhal (o ceivei' il 
up by silence weiulel be an e\’agge'ralie)n of 
lilernry resLraini. Lei Ihe I mill sland here. 
Tile respon.sibilily resis with I he Alan oF 
S(. Ilelciifi in view^ e)f his do])lorahle levity 
in I be eonduel of (he llussiaii eanipaign. Tl 
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\va« rlui'ing' the meni()i'a))l(‘ irlrc’^iTL 
row llial Air. Nittholas B., in 
Iwo In'ollier (jfffcei's — as lo w]iC 
and jiaUiruI I'c/imnncitl J kno'NV 
Bagged a dog (Mi (he oulskii'ls < 
fiJid sii])s<.‘(((|{'iilly dcM'oiirod liini- 
I run KMiK'niiuM' Ihc weajion ti 
caA’alry sa])r(‘j and IIk' jssik^ of I 
episodi' was {'hIIum* inoix' of a {\xn 
and dealij lhaii if if had bet'ii jlJ i 
willj a fig'tn*. A pirkel of (A>^^ 
^leejjing iit tl\af village los( in Ui<- 
'hogi'('iil Lilluiaiiiaii fumsl. The till 
niou had ohservod ihein i’loni a !ii 
rnaking 1 lionisc'lves veiy niiieh at licJ 
(he hu(s jiis( (vofore (he early \vin('<^' 
S(*i ill al four o'elcx'k. They hatl 
I hem wilh disgusl and, perliaps, wi t 
Tale in the nighl (lie rash eonnsels 
owreame (he diclales of ])rudenee. 
through the snow they ei’ep( up (t> 
of dry 1) randies wliieh generally 
village iu dial par( of Lithuania. 
‘xpeeLecI Ui gel and in wind man 
'hether Lliis ex])eclalion was wor(h 
ioduess only knows, rfowever, ti* 
ick parties, in most ea.ses wandenn^' 
ee 
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{in dflicc]’, \V(M’(' known lo <4'n;iT'(I IlKnnsefvos 
l){nlly and often not {it all. In juldilion, fin' 
^'iIJa"e lying at n gn^al distjuico from tli(' liiu' 
of Krcncli relreal, tlu'y could not, suspi'ct the 
presence of st Higglers froni the (rraiid Army. 
"The tln’cc oflictM's Inid strayed awjty in {i 
blizzard from the nniin cohnnn and laid been 
lost for days ii^ Llie woods, wliicli exiilaiiis 
sufficiently llie ieia'ibic slniiLs to which they 
were reduced. Their plan was to try {iinl 
{iltnict the {ittention of the ptaisjuits in tlnil, 
one of the huts which w{is neiiresl to tlie en- 
closure; but as they were j)rej;ariiig' to veii- 
iiire into tlie very jaw.s of tlie lion, so Lo 
speak, a dog (it is niigiity strange LlaiL there 
was but one), a creature quite iis formidable 
under the circunislanccs as a lion, began to 
bark on the other side of Llic fence. 

At this stage of tlie narrative, which I 
heard many times (by re(|UCsL) from the 
lij)s of Capiain Nicholas Th’s sister-in-law, 
my grandmoLlier, I used to tremble Avith 
excitement. 

The dog barked. And if he had done no 
more than hark, llirce officers of the Great 
Napoleon’s army a von Id Iuia^c perished hon- 
ourably on Llie points of Cossacks’ lance.s, 
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or ili(‘ oli.'isc' \w)[il(] 

<li<'(I (l('('{'nlly oT slnr\'<‘i(i()n. HiiI Ix'l’orc (In'_\ 

li.'ttl liiiK’ lo lliinlv of I'liiiiiini*' lluif 

Htliil and do.i*', Ix'in.i*' uwny 

dy tlu* (’\ccss oJ' [li{‘ zoal, Jnslu'd on I I Jiron.i^li 
a ,L;'aj) in (lio l'cn('(\ ilc (IosIkmI on! find diot/. 
llis )n*ad, I iin<l(‘r.slaiid, ^vas so\’{T(’d al oiio 
Mow from lii.s body. I niidor.sland also Jhaf 
latca’ on. waliiin iJjo i^'loomy soliliidos of IIk* 
.^aow-ladaii woods, in a .sliMUn’in/^ )iol- 

Jow, a fiiv had hceii iiL f)y llu' parl,\', Iho 
('ojir|ih\)ii of Lho f(nai'ry \^'as disco lo 
1 h' disdncLly unsaLisfacloiy. Itu'as nol lldii 
— on the coiitrary, if seemed unlieall 
oi)ese; i(s skin showed ban* ])alelu\s of an 
imidcasanl clianieLei’, Howt'ver, liiey had 
iioi killed ihal dog' for Lhe sak(‘ of (In' jh‘I{. 
He was large. . . . IJewasealen. , . . 

The rest is silence. 

A Mieiice in which a small hoy si i udder’s 
aiul says firmly ; 

"I could not liave calen find, dog.” 

Am) his grandmolher remai'ks wilh a smihu 
MVrhaps you don’t know wha(, i(, is (o 
h(‘ hungry,” 

I have learned somelliing of i I since. \o( 
ihat 1 have bccJi reduced to ea( dog. ( lta\e 
08 
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I'od on llii' cnnhlcniidionl jininin), wliicli, in 
tilt' laiigua.yc of ll)t‘ x'ohilih' (ranis, i.s calh'd 
Id raclir ritniger: I lniv(' li^T(l on aii(‘i<’nl sail 
junk. I know llio (asic* of shark, oF Irc'paii^', 
of snake, oF ii()n(l(\serli)l dislies con la Jning 
williout a name — l>nl of llic lalliua- 
Ilian village clog — never! I wish il lo l)c dis- 
liiic'tly iindersl ood Lhal il is nol I, bid, my 
uraiiduncle Nicholas, of I lie INilish laiidt'd 
e('nlry, Chevalier de la /d'gioa (C lloaneur, elc'., 
who, ill his young days, had cuIlmi I he lalli- 
iiaiiian clog. 

J wish lie Jiad not. ddie ehihlish horror 
of I he deed clings alisurdly lo I he gri/./led 
man. I am perfeelly heljih'ss againsL il. 
Still, if he really had lo, let us charilahly 
remember lluil he had eaUm him on aedive 
service, while bearing up liravely againsL 
tlie greatesL miliLary disaster of modern his- 
tory, and, in a manner, for the .sakc5 oi‘ his 
country. He iiad eaten him to appease Ids 
liunger, no doubt, but also lor the sake of 
an imap])easable and jiairiolic* dc.sire, in ilie 
glow of a great faith that lives still, mid in 
the ])ursuiL of a great illusion kindled like 
a false beacon by a great man to lead astray 
the effort of a brave mi lion. 
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Pt'o pair/ (I ! 

LuoIsTcI i\\ in lliiil Ii,'4'lil. i( npiK'nrs jj swfr^. 
/md (li't'oroiis inoa]. 

And l<;(d\:(Ml at i)i llu' saitu' liy'ld, H\y own 
did of l(( racin' ('urapcc appears a laJiaiii^ 
aiK] cYlnn'iidini of solf-ituhili^'oiicr; for 

wliy siaaild I, 0\c sou of a laud wdiiclj sradi 
nR'u as Llieso have liii'iical up wdMi Iluar 
plou'sitacus and hodouaal wllli lluu’r fdood, 
iiudnrlakc llio j)ursuit (d‘ fan Iasi io ruoals <if 
^alL junk and Iiardlack upon llu' wid(‘ S('as? 
Oil (liu kindesL \'icu' il soiuus an imauswa'r- 
al>lt' (jiiasliou. Alas! i iiavo Ilia coin’iclioii 
dial du'i’c ai'c Tuon of uuslaiiu’d I'cvdiludo 
ulin a IV ready lo iniii'uiiir soornfidfy I li<* 
^\ord desertion. Tims ilie lash' of iunotaail 
ailveiiliiiv may be made liilh'r lo llio palale. 
The pari of tlie iiiex])lieal)l(‘ slioidd Ix' al- 
lowed for in a])praisln/ 4 ’ Hu^ (‘ondiu‘1 of ukmi 
in a world where no ('V[)Iaualiou is final. 
Xo eliar^'t' of faidd(\ssness ouglil lo bo ffj^ldly 
nUeivd, The appearauees of I his jx-rish- 
ahl(‘ life ari' ihavpliw, liki' evi'rylhiiiji*' (fial 
falls imdei' the judy’uieul of oiir iuijxM’feet 
'tenses. The inner voiee may nmiain I rue 
'•non,:ih in ils seCT(‘L eoiiusid. TIk' dd(dld\' 
lo a .speeial d'adilioii may Iasi Ihroii^li I In* 
70 
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o\'(‘ii[s of ail (Miivlal('(l (‘\is[eiic‘(\ followiiii^' 
raiihrully, loo, llio Lruced wa,>' oT an inox- 
jdicahlc inii)uls(\ 

T( would lake loo loii^’ to explain [lie iii- 
I iinale aliiaiiee ol’ eon Li'adicd ions in iuinnm 
naliii'e wliieli makes lo\'e i(s(dr wear al linn'S 
[lie (lesjierale shajx^ ol* ladi'ayal. And fier- 
liaj)s lluM'e is no jiossihk' (’xplaiia 1 inn. In- 
dnii^eiiee— as scmiebody said — is inosl 

inlelli^'enl of all llie virlnes. I veil I lire In 
(liink llial il is one oi‘ (lie kxisl <‘nnininn, 
if not (he mosi nneomnuin of all. I woiikl 
nol ini]>ly by lliis lliai num aiv Idolisli -- or 
es-eii mosI men. Rai* from il. Tlu' bai’ia'r 
;iii(l IIh' ])ri('sl, backed by IIk' whole opinion 
of llie villa‘>e, (‘ondemned juslly (lie eondii<‘( 
of llie ingenious hidalgo who, sallying* forlh 
from his nalive ])laee, brok(‘ (he fiend of 
llie mnleleer, ]>iil lo dealh a flock of inolfeii- 
sive sheep, and went llirougli very doleful 
experiences in a eerlain si able. God forbid 
I hat an unworlliy churl should escaiie merilerl 
censure by lianging on lo the slirrup-IcalluM* 
<jf I he .sul)liine cabal lew. Mis was a very 

noble, a very inrselfish fantasy, fii for iiotb- 
iiig except to rai.se llie envy of baser niorlnls. 
13ut there is more than one aspect Lo (lie 
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clijn-ni of Lluil o.vnilod nii(i ( la n.i*v rn us 
lie. loo, liad )iis frail! ios. AfU'r rcadiiiii' s'< i 
many rojiiatuvs lie (l('sirt‘(l Mai‘\a'I,\' lo i'scapt" 
widi his v<M’y hody iVoiu IIk* in loh'i'afdi^ 
ivalily of (hint's. Ilo wished lo morl, ryi- 
lo cyo, I lie \'aIorous .i^i'anl Hraiidn)>ai‘harafi» 
l.ord of Aral)ia, w)ios{‘ arnioni' is made* of lh<‘ 
.shin of a di'aoon, and whos(‘ shi('ld, s(ra|>p(*i/ 
lo his arm, is Ihe gale of a forlified oily. Oli, 
amiahl(' and iiaUiral na'akiu'ss! Oli, hh'ssc’d 
.^implieily of a gvnlh' lu'arl wilhonl guile! 
AVlio would not sueeiiml) lo siieli a c*oiisoltng 
hanplalion? Novortludess, il was a fonn of 
s{'lf-indnlgenc*e, and Llu' ingemions liidnlgo o^f 
La jManeha was not a good eili/cni. 'Die 
priest and (h(‘ barber wore iiol iinri'nsonabfe 
in I heir sirietnros, Wilhoul going so far as 
die old King Lonis-Lliilippt', who used (o 
say in his exile, “The peoph' ar(‘ in 

fanlL'’~one may admil Dial Dier(‘ inusl Im 
Mime i-iglileousness in Die asseni of a whole 
\’illage. i\fad! Afad! Jfe who ki'pl, in pious 
nu'difalion Die ritual vigil-oLarins by Die 
uell of an inn and knelt reverently lo he 
hiiighled at daybreak by (he fat, sly rogue 
ol a landlord lias come very lU'ar p<'rl'ee- 
lion. lie rides forth, his Iioad eneireh'd 
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by n Iialo'-llie i)nli‘(>n saiiil of all ]i\a‘S 
sp(;ikMl or sav(‘(l by Ilio invsish’bk' ^'raoo of 
iiiia,i*'ina[ioii. Ibil luMvas iiol a (M(i/('n. 

fVrliaps Dial and nothing' (‘ISC' \vas hkvimI by 
I he well-ivnuanlKM-ed ex(‘himal ioji of iny tnloi'. 

It was in the Jolly year IS7.‘b tin' ^’<n’y 
last year in which I ha^v had a jolly holiday, 
d’liere liave he('n idle years afterward, j<dl^\' 
enough in a way and not altogeiher wilhoiil, 
Llieir lesson, but this year of wliieli f st)eaiv 
was the year of iny last .sehool-boy holiday. 
'J'here are other naisons why 1 should n'- 
jneinher that yeai', hut Ihey are too long to 
sta((' formally in I his place. MoreoA'cr, they 
fia\'c indldng to tlo with that holiday. AVhat 
lias to do with tlu' holiday is ilial before; 
(.be day on which the remark was made we 
had seen A'ienna, the U]>per Danube, Arunich, 
t he Falls of the ifhine, the Lake of Constance, 
— in fact, it, was a memorable holiday of 
tra\Tl. Of late we had heen traiiipriig slowly 
11]) the ^ Alley of tlie Rcus.s. Jl was a <le'- 
'igLtful time. It, was much more like a 
Uroll than a Irani]). I>anding from a Lake of 
Liieeiaic steamer in h'Jiiclen, we found oiir- 
.elves at the end of the second day, with 
he dusk o\'er taking' our leisurely l'ouLslei)s, 
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a lillle ay f)c‘yon(l I I^)^j)('n^lla I. ^This' 
ikA IIk' ( lay (ai wliicli IIk' r('iiiarjs w’.a.s iiiadt'* 
iu iiK' sluiflous (»r IIk' \'all(‘y and wflli 

Ihc Iiahitalions of man )(')*! soiih' wa.y Jxdinal, 
(Mir lliouiilils ran no! upon IIk' <'lJii(*,s cW” 
('iMidncl, Inil iiiHMi lli(* simpler human pi’oldciii 
of and food. did nol '^ci'iii 

aiiUliiiig' of (hr kind in ,siglil, and wr wcr** 
flindvingor [urniiig hack wIkmi snd(i<ud.\y al a 
head of die I'oad, U'(' cani(‘ upon a l>nildiuc,, 
dinsily in Ihc tudliglil. 

Af dial lime llie work (Ui Ihc SL (JolhanJ 
runnel was going on, and liial, luagnificmi ( 
ciitcipri^c' of l)ui‘rowing was dlrc'cji.y respou 
^ihlc foi‘ [he unev])ecled huildiiig, .si a tn I lug, 
all alone ujjon Llie vei’y rools of lh(‘ monn- 
fains. It was long, Ihougli not hig“ a I. all: 
il was lowg ii wais huill of hoai'd.s, willioid 
oi'iianienladon, in hari’ack-huL slyl(‘, wflli 
lli(‘ M'hile w'indo^^'-iVanles (piile (lusli wilh 
die y(.'llow face oi‘ ils j)Iaiu Iron I . iVnd yc| 
it ^\as a hoUd; if laid e^a'n a. uauK', which f 
lia\'e iorgoU('n. Hu I, lh(M’<' ^\^as no gold- 
lac(‘(l doorkee])er aL ils liunil)l(‘ door. A 
j)lain hul, ■\’'ig’o rolls se]‘^aln(-git'I a Daw'll' la'd our 
in(juiri('s, [hen a man and W'oniau \\dio o^v|l(*<| 
the ])la(‘e apjieared. Il, was ch'ar llml no 
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0 ’a\’<‘l]ei’S v\'<M’P CY| ){'(>(,('( I, or p<'i'liaps (‘V('ii 

in this sli‘juii”’(' lioslt'lry, wlii(‘h in i[s 
•^e\'ero kLvJc I'osombkal llu' l!(nis{^ \s'lii<'J! siir- 
tnounLis Liic ims('a\v<)J'l liy~l(H)kiiiy Imils n) llu’ 
toy JS^oair.s Ai'lvs, lli(‘ universal posst'ssioit of 
Eunjjjean chiltlliooR. II()\vo^aM^ ils rool' w'as 
nol liiiio'otl Jiiul i( wa.s aol Tull lo IIk' bi'iiti of 
slab-sided and [)ain(e(l aninials of wood. bbaui 

010 live LourisL animal was nowli<u-e in e\u’“ 
<feneo. We had soiMedtiii'^ lo (at I, in a 1011,14', 
iiari'ow room a I one<'iid{)ra lon^', 11a I'l'ow (able, 
s^'liieh, l<j iny lii'ed perca^ption and lo iny sl<’('py 
(‘\'es, .seemed a.s it' i( would (ill iif) like a see- 
■^aw plank, since (here was no one' ai I he oiltei' 
nifl U> balance it againsL our (wo diisly and 

' ra\xd -.stained figure.s. ddieii we liasleiasi u]>- 
Oiiirs (o bed in a room .sinelliiig ol* jiine 
>Ianks, and J was I'asl a.slcc'j^ iKdoir niy bead 
oLicliofl Llie jnllow. 

In I lie morning my Lultir (he was a sLiakmi 
■ f the CracO'W Ibiiver.sily) woke me iij) (*ai‘ly, 
lid as we were dressing remarked; “'ddierc* 
oenis lo he a lot of peojile slaying in this 
ot.el. 1 Inn'c Inward a noi.se of (alking up 

11 eleven o’clock.” This .slaLenienl sni'- 
rised me; T had lieard no noise whalcvc'r, 
uving slept like a lop. 
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(l()\vii-sl;iii‘s inlo IIk' loiin ajul tini- 
row (liiiiti^’-i’oom willi i(s loii^' jtiul iini']'()\>' 
l;il)k‘. 'riifi’C' (wo rows of pialc's oti it. 

Al one of (lie inaiiy (Mirlnitusl window's sltKxl 
a tall, bony man wiLli a bald lu'ad sel oil' by 
a bmieli oC black bail' abo\'(' (‘acli car, and 
wiLli a long, black l)('ar<l. Ih' glataa'd uf) 
iVoiii Llie pajK'i’ la* w'as l•('ading and hchmikmI 
genuinely asloiiisluMl al oui’ inlrnsioiL Hy _ 
and by more men came in Nol oik' oI' llumi ' 
looked like a tonrisl. No! a, single wa)nian ' 
appeared. These men seenu’d lo know each 
other with some in(ima(*y, bill I cainiol say ^ 
Lliey were a eery lalkali\a‘ lol. TIk' bald- 
headed man sal. dowm gravely a I I lie head <>i‘ 
the table. Jl all had tlu' air of a family ; 
party. By and by, from om‘ of (In' vigoi’- ' 
ons .servant-girls in nalional eoslimu', w'e <lis- 
covered that (he [)la(’(' wuis ixailly a. boarding 
house for some English ('iigims'rs (‘i]gag<‘d 
at the W'orks ol the Si. (lot hard Mhimud; and 
I could lislen my fill lo | he sounds of llie 
English language, as far as il is used al a 
breaklasL-table by nu'ii W'ho do nol l)eli<w'e 
in wasting many W'ords on (he mere amenilii's 
of life. 

This was my first (‘onlact w'ilh Brilish man- 
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kind ni)arl from llio kmrisl Ivind s('{Mi in llu‘ 
li()l(‘ls of Zurich and Liict'i’iic lli(‘ kind which 
has no real cxislcucc in a workaday world. 
I know now lhal. the hakl-hoadcal man sjxike 
willi a si rung Scolch accenL. [ have niel, 
many of his kind aslu)rc and afloat. The 
second en<yin(‘er of the steamer jl/n/t/.s*, for 
inslanee, onglil lo have l)eoii his twin l)rolh('r. 
\ <*annc)t heli) Ihinking lliat he really was, 
llnaigh for some reason of his own he assured 
me Unit lie never hml a twin hroLlier. An3'^- 
way, I he deliherale, hald-headcd Scot with the 
coal-hlack lieard ajipeared Lo iiyy boyish e^ms 
a A'(M\y romantic and m,y.sLcrious person. 

We slipped out iiiinoLiced. Our mapped- 
onl route led over ihe hhirca Tass toward 
Ihe Rhone (ilaeier, wilh the further iiiten- 
lion of following down the I rend of the Hiisli 
\'alk\y. The sun was already declining when 
w(' found ourselves on the top of the pa.ss, 
and the remark alluded to was prcsenll}'^ 
nllered, 

^Ve sat down hj'^ the side of the road lo 
<‘onLiniic the argument begun lialf a mile or 
s{) liefore. 1 am eertain it was an argunieul, 
because 1 remember perfectlj'^ how luy tutor 
argued and how without the power of repl^^ 
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] lisIciKul, wilh my cy('s fi\('<l ol )sl i rm [(‘fy r'ti 
[lie .ground. A slir on |Ih‘ I'oml inmh' iiio 
look lip— ii lid I lion \ sjiw my iitiCnr-yollMJdo 
i^uglislminn, Tlun'o ;ti‘(‘ <‘i('((ii;t in I ntn'i's of t 

kiliM’ yi'iii's, riiiniliiirs, .slu|)ni;i I ('s, wliom ^ j 
vt'ineinhei’ loss eli'iirly. Ho tintrolu'd r;ipidl\' 
Low'iird 11 k' (iilic'iided ))y n h;i n^-tloj^ 

Swiss guido'], willi llio mimi of ;iii nrdoiil nmi 
(‘em'l(\ss []’nvolI(‘r. Ih' uns oind in n kiiiidow- - 
Ixx'kor suil, hiil as a! IIh' same linu^ lu' wsa’c 
.short socks under his Ineod hools, foi* ri'asoiis 
whicli, wind her liy.i*'ieni(“ or e{)]is<a‘<'n I ions, 
woi’c surely inia.i^’ina[iv(‘, liis eakn's, e\p(»S('d ' 
(o [he ])nl)lie and [o [lie Ionic air of 

high alliLiuh's, da^zhsl [Ik* Ixdioldei' Jo' I he 
splondoni’ of IlK'ir niarlih^ lik(‘ eoMdi[inii and r 
[heir ri(*h (oiu* of young i\’ory. Hi* was I he ' 
loiuh'r of a small caravan. 'TIk* ligli[ oJ‘ a . 
headlong, exallial salisfaelion willi [In* world 
of nuMi anil I)k‘ sc'cnery of moniilains illii 
niinod Ins chain-eiil, V(‘ry nsl face. Ids sliurl, 
slh'or-while \\ liislcors, ]iis innoeenlly laiger i 
and triumphanl ('y<'s. In passing )i<' casi a ' 
glaiK'e of kindly cinaosily and a ri'i<‘ndi> 
gleam of big, sound, .sliiny [(‘(dli lowmrd ilie 
man and IIk' hoy silling lihi' dnsly (ranip^ , 
))y llu' I’oadsidc, i\'i[li a modivsl Iciiapsaciv ,• 
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;A IVc'l. Ills \\'lii((‘ (‘jiIvi'n lwliikl<‘(l 
si nrflily, I Ik' iiticoii I Ii Swiss wil li i\ 

surly moil 111 sliilk(Ml liki* un i(nwiliiiiJ 4 ' l>oui’ 
ut ills ulhow; it smull train of llinn' tniik's 
I'oIIowcmI ill siii^'!(' fil(‘ llio k'acl of lliis iiispir- 
iii^’ oiilliiisiasl. '^I'wo ladles rode jiasl, otu' 
behind llie oilier, bill from 11 h‘ way lli(\y sal, 
I saw only their {'aim, uniforni baeks, and 
Ihe long’ ends ol’ bliu* a^uIs Inuiging behind 
far down oveu' Iheii’ irlenlieid lial-brims, Ills 
two (laugh levs, surely. An iiidusl rioiis Ing- 
gage-niiile, with uns la relied ears and giiarfl<'d 
by a sloiiehlng, sallow driver, brougliL up 
die r(‘ar. My lutor, after pausing for a look 
and a 1‘ainL smile, resumed his earnest argu- 
ment. 

i tell you it was a, memorable year! One 
does not meet, such an lllnglislinmn Lwiee in 
a lifetime. Was he in the inysLie ordering 
of common ('vents the ambassador of my 
future, sent, oul to turn Llie scale at, a ci'ilicml 
monumt on llu' lo]) of an Alpine' i)ass, with 
die peaks of the Heriiese Oberlatid for nude 
and .solemn wiliK'sses? Ilis glaiie(', liis smile', 
die um'xlingiiishabh' and comic ardour of his 
sti’iAnng-forwai-d ai)pearance, helped mo Lo 
pull my.seir logellier. IL nmsL be sLaied 
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'/nricii. 11(‘ in rnilwiiy Iriiiiis, in hikt' 

.sl(‘ainl)();ils, li(‘ had ai'i*U('<l away fni' nu' lla' 
<)l)ligal()ry siini'isc' on IIk' Ri^lii, hy -)o\’('* 
( )!' Ins thw'olion lo his nnwoi’thy j)nj)il IIkm'c 
<* aii h(‘ ii(» d(>nl)[. li(' had |)i‘ov('(l il alri'ady 
I )y I wo yc'ars of iinrianil ( in< 4 ' ami ar<hi(>iis cat'c'. 
I (‘onid nol hah' liini. ihil h<' had Iuh'ii 
taaisliinj^ nu' slowly, and wlu'ii ho slarhMl lo 
ni'^'iK' on lh(' lop of llu' [''iirca Ihiss lu' was 
p(‘i‘liaj)s iK'ai't'i' a siicct'ss lhan (‘illa'r lu' nr 
1 ima.u’iiK'd. I lish'm'd lo him in (l(*spaii’ina' 
sih'ii(’(\ r('ohii<^ lhal '''hoslly, nnr(‘ali/(‘d, a* 
(h'sirc'd s(‘a of my diva ms ('S(*ap(‘ tVom 
iinn('r\'('d i^rij) oT my will, 

R'lu' (Ml I h tisiasl ic (»ld hhiiL>'lishmaii It ad 
and ilu' ar^'iimt'iil wa*nl on. Whal, i 
could I ('\p('(‘l Trom such a lilV al, I Ikm'ihI 
,^■<'al'S, (‘il lu'r inamhil ion Jionomaorcoiisc 
An niiansw'(M‘al)h‘ <jU(‘slion. Hul I f 
h>ni^'('r ci'usIumI. d^luMt our (*y(‘S iiu‘1 a 
n,(Miiim(‘ (Miiolion w'as visihh' in his as wm‘11 
juiiK', d'h(‘ (Mid canu' all al ouccm II{‘ |)i 
n]) I h(‘ knapsack sudchmly and f,^'ol onlo hi 
Von art' a ii incorriyihh*, hoitclcss 
(^tn\ol(‘. 'i'harswhal you ana’’ 

I was siirpris(*d. I was only fifh'i'n 
did nol know whal he mcani ('xadly. 
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" \\ I'll ! d'lt.il’-. riiMi!;di. \\i' will li,i\(' Mil 

lilnri' of il.” 

And illdl'cd lllrt'i' \\,l'. MM MIMII’ i|lli‘illMM 
III iiiy niy.sl I'l'ii nis \ < mi I Imm I irl w n ■! i m . d'l in c 

W'ilS l() III' IK) lllOI'l' ( j I M I IMI I ( )t ll ,l| Jill, MM 

wlii'i'i' or willi ;mi\ imr W <■ Ik'",m( (hr 

di'.sri'iil n| llti' I'kiriM ( k'l '.s i'mm \ rr iir' Min'iil,\. 
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inotUli Cor t>n)iilli, 1 slood 
oil 'roWH'l' Hill oil llu‘ sl('-|).s of llio Si,. Kalli- 
<'rin(''s I )o(*klioiis(', n. iiinsli'i* In llir Urillsh 
Mi M'C liaiil S('r\’ic(*. I^iil, lli(‘ tiinii wIm) jinL 
Ills linti(! on luy slionMi'r nl. llio lop of llio 
l'’'nrcji Pass was no lon^'i'r livlnj^'. 

'riial \'ory .\'oar oC oui* li’a.vols lio look liis 
ih'^’rcc' oC llu' Pliilosopliioal lAiciilly —and 
only llu'ii Ills lni(‘ voi'alion di‘<*la.i'('d ilsi'lC. 
OIkmIkmiI lo lli<‘ call, he (Milcrial al. oiwc ujion 
I lie Cour-yi'ai' (anii’sc' of llu' !\I('dical Seliools. 
A (lay canu' wIkmi, on lln^ dia'k oC a. ship 
niooiH'd in (‘ahailla, I opeiual a. lelt,(*r (elliiijj;’ 
iii(‘ of IIk' iMul of an c'nvia.hle ("dsUaicc. He 
had niad(‘ Cor hitnselC a jiraelice in some 
ohscuiv lillle lown oC Anslriaii (lalicia. And 
lh(‘ hd U'l’ W('iil on lo lell me liow all ihe 
luM'i'avi'd poor oC Ihe dislriel, (dirislians and 
tic'ws alik(', had niohhed (he g'ood doelor’s 
colIin wilh sobs and hunenlalions at the very 
<>’al(‘ oC I h(‘ c(‘ni<'l(‘ry- 

llow short his years and how clear liis 
N'ision! What j^’riailer reward in ainhil-ion, 
honour, and conseienee could In' have liopial 
lo win Cor himselC when, on llie loj) oC Lh(‘ 
h'nrca, Pass, ln‘ hade me look well to Llie 
end oC iny optmin^’ liCe? 

8.5 
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dovouriiii-' ill ii disiiinl I’oivsl of m 
luckless Lil liiiaiiiitn do^;' hy iny^ratid- 
uncle Nicholas B. in company of Iavo 
other militaiy and famished sea na* rows, s,\uii-' 
bolized, to niy childish imagination, Ihewhoh' 
horror of Lhc roLreuL from Moscow, and (In' 
imnioraliLy of a coiK(ueror\s anihiLioii. An < ex- 
treme distaste for that olph'clionahlc episode 
has tinged the views I hold as (o (he (diar- 
acter and achievements of Napoleon I he 
Great. I need not say that lli(\se are iin- 
favoiirahlc. It was morally rcjirehensihh’; I'or 
that great captain to induce a sim])lo-inimle<l 
Polish gentleman to eat dog hy raising in 
his breast a false hope of national iinh'pcni' 
donee. It has been the late of that cri'duloiis 
.nation to starve for ujiwai’d of n hnn<li'ed 
years on a diet of false hojies and — well 
dog. It is, when one thinks of it,, a, .sin- 
gularly poisonous regimen. Some pride in I lie 
national constitution wliieb lias snr^dv(’d a 
long course of such dishes is really exeiisahle. 
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Rill ('iioii^ii of U(‘( iiriiin<' lu 

pai'luiiliii"^. M t‘ Ni(*ti()las (‘oiilidcal to Itis 
aisl (M‘-iii-la \v ( ni y ,L>i'aii(!ni()l lua*} in his inis- 
aii I lirn!)i(‘ally hu’oiiic inaiiiua- (hat lliis sui)i)(‘r 
in lla' woods laid IxM’n lu'arly doalli of 

liim," ddiis is no I .sui’prisin,^'. A\'ha( sur- 
])rls(‘s nia is lliat Ilia slory ^vas ('^ or lu'ard 
t)l'; Foi' ^'raiidiinch' N'i olio las diflVnal in I his 
I’roni llio ^'(MK'ralily of inililary naai oC Na- 
polooii's lini(‘ (and p('rlia])s of all linio) Ihal 
1 k’ did not liko lo (alk of his (‘ain])aigns, 
wlii<'h l)('i*an at h'ritMlhiial and {'iidod sonio- 
wlioro ill lli(‘ ma^'tihoiii’liood of liar-lo-Duo. 
Jlis adiniralion of tlio ^'nail I'hnjioi'or was 
iini’(‘S(M'\a'(l in (W’orytliin^lait oxjirossion. Liko 
llio roli^*’i()n of oaiaiost inon, it was loo pro- 
fcnitid a s('n tinu'iit lo 1)(‘ displayial hofori* 
a world ol' li 1 1 h* fai I li. Apa rt iVoin that lu' 
sooinorl as oonpih'lidy (h'void of military anoc- 
doios as tlionj^'h lu* had hardly ovor soon a 
soldior in his lilo. I^i’oud of his ilcooi'ations 
oarnod hoforo Ik' was l.wonlydivo, he refused 
to waair llu' rihhons al iho hiiliouholc in ihe 
manner ])raelised io this day in Europe and 
even was imwillinij; lo disiilaj^ the insignia 
on I os live oeeasions, as thougli he wished lo 
conceal Iheni in Llu' fi'ar of appearing boastful. 
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liiiil ( cr, III i I H' ( t MM 1 'll I i n I I \ \ < ■,! i- > | |in\ 
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Id l('r of ClMM'IM I mIm I loll I Mil I M I It! Il" I ho lollow 
iii,H |))’o| »lioo\ " 1 1 o wilt I ( 1 M I I or I ii lies, " 

IM on ill lll^ ( II lh| 1 t oi I I ! In M I 1 I In I o ll \ 0(1 ;( 

i| 0 [|(‘ Hill lio W M ' Mot M I M || ) M o| iho! 
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IM’iiiij;, for in;i II \ \ om 1 ^ 111 In . I m 1 1( I n 1 ' . lion s(‘, 

IIk' Iioiik' of iii;iii,\ oImIiIiom. m lioii i- full o| 
lift', of ;Hiiin;i I ioii , 1 mm \ w 1 1 1 1 m oom d m iiI 

con I ill!', .‘iinl noiii" of immii,\ “Hi -I . 1 10 ko|)| 
Iii'^ Inihil s ol s( )h I III (o Mini 1 1 ' I io( M( 111 ,i( I 
oM'd ;is ohsi iii;i I ol \ .omoIixo im mII Iii-i |nii 
poM's. lio ^\;l^ in rojililv (ho \hfiMi of ;i iiiosl 
pninfill iri(‘si)|iil nni in nil inn I I m . nl 1 1 \ il hfo. 
( hi<l(')‘ lii^ Inoil Mi'M, plili 'MM.il 10 Moll, I \ lotir 
Wiis liiildi'ii ,'i fnonll,\ of Jmm I li\ od pn oioitnlo 
nn^c't' ) Mispool ho hnd 110 inlonl Pn iinri'.'i- 

hill il '>o('inod lo niloid hiiii 'Oiiilii'o 
Sii 1 is|;io( ion (o dool.iK' Mini ho wn- the hn-l 



ituiii lo 11 h‘ hi'id^v of IIk' rivt'r 

l'"Jsl<‘r [lu‘ l)al[l(‘ of Li'ipsic. Lrsl soino 

CDiisl nicl ion ravouriil)](‘ lo liis \'aIour should ho 
|)iil (Ui lli(‘ I’aol li(‘ (‘ond(‘Sc{‘nd{‘d lo explain 
liow' il {‘iiiiu' lo pass. 1 1 seems tIuiL sliorlly 
aider llu' reli'eal l)('yan li(‘ was seal ])aeK to 
I lie Iowa wlu're some di\dsioas ol' (lie- hh'eaeli 
many (aad among them Ihe Polish eoi-ps of 
Pi-in(‘e Joseph Ponia lowski), jaaiMed hope- 
lessly in |]i(‘ slr(‘('ts, were being simply e\- 
li'rmiiialed by Ihe troops of the Alliial Powers. 
Wlum askt'd whal il was lik(‘ in lliore, IMr. 
Nieliolas 15. muttered only the word “Sliam- 
l)l(\H. ” lla\'ing delivered Ids message to Llie 
Pi’itiee li(' hasleiK'd away al onec' lo ixmdm' an 
Mtaamnl of his mission lo tlic' superior who had 
.smit liiin. I5y that time the advanee of the 
cMimu^v had (Mividojied I he town, and he was 
.sliol at from houses and eliased all Ihe Avay 
lo llu' river-bank by a ilisorderly mob of 
Austrian Dragoons and l*russian Hussars. 
''PIk* bridge had been mined early in Lhe morn- 
ing, and his opinion was thal Ike sight of the 
boi'simien eon verging from many sides in 
tiu' pnrsuil of his ])ersou alarmed the olkeer 
in eonimaud of lh(‘ sa]^l)ers and caused Lhe 
I )i’(M nature firing of the charges, lie had iioL 

S!) 
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of Mil uiiw iii'l li\ th' icriHliinl .tiM . IIm' 
iiMiiK' (if (III' siliifiJr mioiImI, Nm'IiiiIm ^ f! 

'TIk' I I IIIhIici I !>;i\> Mt NirhoJM^ fi- 

.slMyiiiL' \villi ;i ffisfMiil icImIiu' mI’ mtr-, 
nf n slitiiii <‘sln(i‘ in (laht'iM Ifow lie ;;of 
iM'i'jJss |||<‘ Ih'immIIIi of all ariihal l'Minip<\ 
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aiul wlijil nd voiil iii’i's, I iiin afraid will 

!)(' known now. All Ids ])ai)(M's W(M‘(‘ 
(k'slroycd .shoi'lly hoforc* liis doalli; bul if 

I li('r(‘ was among' IIkmiu as lio allirnied, a. 
concise' record of liis lid', I hen I am j)reUy 
siii’(’ il did noi lake ui) more' Ihaii a half- 
shee'l of foolsea}) OJ’ so. 'Idds re'lalive of ours 
!)a]j])(’ned lo he an Aiislriau oflicer who had 
lei'l llu' s('rvic{' afler Ihe ha (lie of AiislerliLz. 
lAilike i\Ir. .\iiholas ih, who concealed Jiis 
decoral ions, he liked to dis])]ay his hoiiourahlc 
(tiscliai'gc' m which he was mendoJied a,s mi- 
Hcin'Cckbm' (IVai'less) hefoi'c lIu' enemy. No 
conjunction could see'in more' unj)re)misiug, 
yet il slanels in the family li'adilion IhaL 
llu'se' twe) got e)n veiy well together in llioir 
rni'al se)li t ueh'. 

W hen aske'd wlu'ther he line! ih) 1 heen sorely 
le'iiiple'd eiui'ing the Iluneired Days to make 
his way again lo France' and join I lie sei‘\'i{‘e 
of his helove'el Fanperor, Mr, Niche)las Ih 

II see I to mill ter: ‘h\o inone'y. No hoi’se. 
d\)o far le) walk.” 

'^jdie fall e)f Na])oleon and the ruin eif 
tialioiial hope's aireeted adversely I lie cliar- 
ae-ler of Mr. Niehedas B. lie shrank from 
re'lurning to his jirovince. Bui for that 
' {)! 
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llu'iv w ;r- 1 1 "’' ! ' >' "n Mi \ 

|{, ;lll(| Ills JM\ Ml.'llcl tt.il n|,)|h| 

)’;i I her llinl I In 1 1 1 . 1 1 In i im i |\ , \\ |,i) , 

I licy w ci't' < (II 1 1 <' < 1 1 ill 1 1 1 ' M Mil'll nil )| I K'c, 

yoiiii;^ slill .'iinl li’ll n!). m.i t'i-i(>(| 

ill ;i nin 1 1 1 >1 1 < . 1 1 1 I i.i m 1 1 .1 1 n I < i| ,1 n ;m n i.ililc 

( tis|)().si I ii HI , I'lil wilfnnif .1 (h iim\ | (r lin'iit'd 
oill nil ;i (I’rrl iiiMn I ninl i.inliil -I (’pf,! I hi'r; 
il w'jis uiil'orl iiMJ I < \ 1 1 M ii I " 1 1 , I ill I ( w 1 1 ill' 1 ( i rct'i 
ill?;' ill!' l)n\,s’ ('I I m 'll I n iJ I iMhI lininitn^ (lim 
cIlliriM'll'l' 1 )\ wisr ((Hill III, lie ilhl ItK |)('s 
Id f^('l lio!( i III' I III' !'( i! I u I M 1 1 \ I n I \ I M '■ ji Ml [ sell 
i 11^' 111 IK I in his ()\\ 11 nnnn' .1 in I 1 11 \ 1 ‘ i 1 n; c.i pi Pi 
in such ;i nniiincr ;i'' h» muit iij> I hi' liner' 
of 1 hr i‘('nl < )\\ iiri’,->f 1 1| ) 1 1 .1 I'l 11 I I ha I slid 

j)i'arlirrn rnn Ix' siu-rr .''1 11 1 il oiir i-. dini iiiiin 
r noils'll lo (in/i/h' 01 tc'' > 1 i\s n w il'r | iri 1 tin iirii 1 1_\ 
mill hrn\’<' rniillldl In (h M Ihr \,I 1 II Iriioi-^n 
])u))li(' opinion. ')'! ir ( 1 i I u n I I u 1 1< ■ ( .1 nu* w Ik'I 
11 k' I'hh'r of Ihr I h >_n 1 n 1 n 1 1 a in 1 1 r ( his n la 

jorily, in I Ik' \ rn r I S I I , .1 .i\ri I |oi I hr ai'roitnl ■ 
and iSoiiK* j)ni-l nl h-nsl of (hr inlinilaiirr h 
hr/^’in lilr upon. It wo'. ( Ik'ii Ih.'il I Ik‘ s(rp 
lalhi'i' diH'Inri'd wilh calm liiialils (hal llnii 
\vrr(‘ no nrroiinls In rrinioi .iiid im prop('i'(\ 
lo inlun’il. d'hr whole IdiliiiK’ wns In': \ rc) 
own. Hr wns \’ri;\’ pond iia I nrn I ;ihoiil I In 

IK’ 



ninii's iiiisii])i)i‘«'lu'nsi(>ii oC llit' true' 
Klal(' of nll'nii's, Iml, of (‘onrsc*, fell ()l)li^’e(l 
lo inaiiilain liis posilion fii'iiily. Old friends 
cjiiiK' and wt'iil hnsily, \a)limlary nu'dialors 
a])i)('ai’(Ml 1 ra\'('llin^' on iiiosl liorrildc* roads 
fi’oin llu“ most dislanl corners of I he- lliree 
])rovitic(\s: and I he Marshal of llu' Nohilify 
{I'.v-oJIirio jpiardian of all w('ll-l)orn <)r])hans) 
{'{d!<‘d a nKH'linj^’ of laiulowiu'rs to ‘‘aseer- 
lain ill a fi'i(Midly way how llu^ inisiinder- 
slaiidiniji' l>('hv(H‘M X and his sU'psoiis had 
aris('n and devis(' proper naaisitres lo r(MUove 
I he .sanu‘.” A d('])n! alien lo lhal elfeei 
^'i,sil(Ml X, who lr('ah‘d llunn [o exeellenl 
wiiK's, hnl ahsohilely I’efused his ear Lo I heir 
r{Mnonsl ran<'(‘s. As lo IIk' projiosals for ai’* 
hiliadion In* siinjily laughed at Ihein; yel, 
llu' wlioh' pi'ovitus' niusl have been aware 
lhal four! ('CM! years before, when lu3 married 
lh(' widow, all his \’isil)le forluiK^ ('oiisisU'd 
laparl from his social (jualilies) in a sinarl 
foMr-liors(' liirnoul wilh two servaiils, willi 
whom he wc'iil ahoiil visiting’ from house Lo 
hoiis('; and as lo any funds he migliL havc^ 
poss(*ss('d a I I hat linu' I heir exisLciicc could 
only h(' inferred from Lhe fact IhaL he was 
\’ery puiu'lual in selLling his inodesL losses 
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IIK'I lllis Mh’l Mile J ;i I'll III III' j)lll)ll(' (|{ MM ini I \\illi 
llu’ M'lTltil^N nl’ ;ill IMl ‘l.illii'il mti <1 lrM('('. lie 
I’d'iiscd In Im- ('ni-linil I li< inti^l li,i\(“ 

l)('(’ll ;i lllilll (if (Irrp lriillM‘, Iiitmimm. u lirii 
llis UllV Innk n[)('iil_\ liin [i.nl n| In l' rliiMrcli, 
III' In.sl Ills I )(';i 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 M III I u 1 1 1 1 , {iM)i'l;iiiiii'<l 
liiiiisrll' Ii(';i I'i di'iiKcii. Mini (l!n\c lirr mil of 
lh(' liniisc, iiMi'Irrl I MM in lii< "jii'r in ln’r 

(.'iHiii^'li f iiiK' in |);i( k luM’ 1 1 nil I. . 

'I'lll'^ W.'is lllM l)i’"llllltll'’, nl’ ,1 kiw >iill, ;iti 

lilinliiiiiM Me iiiiirx'i'l nl’ nli n , i im, wIim'Ii 1i\ IIm’ 
HS(' nl’ It‘n;il sill ||<'| I'llMn \\ ;i , lii.'lilc In 

liisl fnr iiimiy ynai's (( w a ^ adn 1 Im nncasinii 
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Toi' a (lis[)lay of luiK'li kiiidiioss and sytn})alliy. 
All I li(' luagliboiiritig’ lioiisi's Ihnv opoii Tor llio 
rc'cqdiaii of (lie lioiiK’U'ss. Nk'illu'r lo^'al aid 
noi’ malarial assist a iic'(‘ in ilia prosc'aulioii 
oi' Ilia suit was (‘Var wani iii^'. X, on Ins 
sida, w<Mil adoiil sliaddiii^' laars [nihllaly 
()\H‘r liis si a])aliild rail’s iipi»'ral lUida a tul his 
wila’s blind iiil'a liial ion ; bill as al ilia' saina 
lima lia displayad j^raal (‘la\Triiass in ilia art 
<j|' <*<maaaliiij'' malarial doamuaiils (lia was 
avail susjiaatad of lia\anf^‘ buritad a lol ol' his- 
lori(‘ally intarasliii^’ Family j)a]>ars) this saaii- 
(laloiis lit i^'a lion had lo ba aiidad by a coiii- 
])roinis(' last worsa should befall. It was 
.sallied finally by a surrandar, (ml of the dis- 
]>iilacl aslala, in full satisfaalion of all claims, 
ol‘ two villages with the names of which 1 
flo not inland lo trouble my readers. After 
I his lama and impotent eon elusion nail her 
[ha wife nor Ihe stepsons had anylhing' to 
.say lo I ha man who had prcsimled Ihe world 
>villi such a suecassful axam]>le of self-help 
})as('d on ehai’actei*, determination, and in- 
fills! ry; and my greal-graiulmotiiar, hai* lieallh 
fomplelely liroken down, died a couple of 
years later in Carlsbad, bag’ally secured 
by a decree in the ])os.sessioii of Ids plunder, 
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\ lii> woiih'd .mmI wmi oit 

ill I h(' I f )< HI rill )( n ( in ;i < i niit’in 1 .1 1 1),. 

sl^\ l(‘ ,’111(1 ill ;t|)) M r(’ii I [ )c.j ('(’ Ilf I iinid 1 1 1 , 
^llnnls wcri' l;iii'l\ wi'l) .1 ( I I'J n Ini ( 
ll(' Wi’is ii('\('r liri'il of .tN’.iiiim* pmitlr ||i;i| 
lt(' Imh'i' no jp'iK li'j ’ lor wli.'il w.i. |i;i |, li,. 
|)i‘()|('s(('(l loii(ll\ of hi'' ('< H 1 ;i 1 1 1 .ilh'iliiHi tor 

Ills wilV iiiid ^l('[)('ltil(l^(‘n. II v\ ,i , liiio. hr 
.sjiid, I hill I h('\ Ii.’kI 1 1 u'll In .1 I i|i Iniii .1-, 

li;ik('(i {IS ;i 'riirki^li si'iiiil ill llm ili'clino of 

his (hiys; {iiid hnc.’iiiM' In' h.id di loitdcil Inin 
soil' I'l'oiH .spoliii I inn , ;is nn\lind,\ 1 I 'O iii h^ 
])l<l(‘(‘ would ii;i\(' dniK', Iln'N h,id .d i.mdi hum j 
him now In llio horrors of ;i soht;ir\ old 
N(W'(‘lili(‘l(\ss, Ills h)\'(‘ I’or llioNi siir\t\<'(| 
IIk'so ('I’IK'! Mows. Aik! fln'M* ini'',hl Inivn 
l)('{‘ii .soiiu' I mill ill his prof<’st;ih<nis. \ or) 
soon li(‘ l)(\ij;;in lo Iii;iki‘ « )\ ort 11 1'os of I'ltoitd 
shij) lo his <'Id('sf sh'p.soo, in\' ni;ilorn.'il 
j>niiHH'{i llu'r; nitd wIkmi IIioso wok' j)(>roinp 
loi'il)' r<'j('c|('d Ik‘ \\(‘IiI mi rciiowin!’ tln'in 
.‘if^iiin {iiid {|o’aiii willi ('li;ir{t(‘l m'isl 10 1 ih .( ni;ic\ . 
Ihir )’(*iirs li(' porsisl(‘d 111 Ins oll'otP, .P ri‘(mi 
ciliiilion, proniisiiin iti)' ^p-oiidhilln r fo om* 

<1 will ill his r.’M oiir if in* nni\ would Ik* 
Irii'inls {|W{tiii lo I li(‘('\l<'iil ol <';dlin'', nov\ {ind 
llu'ii (i( Wiis l{iii'l)' closi' iii'i uhhni 1 1 1 1001 1 for 
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I’orl y inil(‘s or so), or ol' 

t ;i|)|)<’iir;m('(’ I'or llu' sliool 

i‘-{liiy. My .^’raiidfii I I k'I' was an 
ol* (M‘y spoi'l. Ills l(Mnj)(M‘a" 
s froo rroin hardiness and ani- 
an 1){‘ iiuaf»’itR'd. l^upll of llio 
mI li(‘n('di(‘l Iju's who dir(‘(*lt'd Llio 
school of sonu' slanding [luai in 
had also road dooply IJk' aullioi's 
(Mill; ootilnry. In him Chrisliau 
joiiiod lo a philosopliioai in- 
Iho I’ailins^s of lniinan naluiHs 
iiory ol’ lhos(' niiscs'ahly anxious 
his N'oiin;^’ man's yc'ars I’ohhod of 
illusions by I ho oynioisiu of the 
it, stood ill the way of foi’^ivi'- 
e^'eI• sueemnl>ed lo the fas{‘ina-' 
;i'(‘a[ shoot; and X, his heart soL 
)ii r(‘(‘on(*iliatiou, with tlie draft 
■eady for sij*’natMre kept by his 
(b inteslat('. Idle fortune thus 
[ aug'mented by a wise and care- 
lien I passed lo some distant 
)in h(‘ Iiad irwti’ seen and who 
hear Ins name. 

(lie bh'ssin^’ of general peace 
poll hurope. Air. Nicliolas lb, 
07 
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p;()()(l-))y(.‘ lo Ins liospilnhli' r(‘lnriN‘(', 
ihn “iVnrk'ss" Aiistrinii ()ni<'('i‘, (N'parlc'd IVdin 
Galicia, and wiLlioiil i^’niii.a' in air Iiis tialiv’c 
])Jacc, wlicia' (lie odious lawsiiil was slid 
going’ on, proccaalcd slraighl (o ^^'al'sa\\'■ aiiil 
oiiloi'cd Llic army of (lie lunvly cons! il ij I ('d 
Polish kingdom ujuka* lln' sc(‘j)l r(' of AI('\ 
andcM’I, Anlocral of all I he Unssias. 

This kingdom, crealed hy (In* \’ieiiua 
(kmgress as an aeknowledgmenl lo a iialioJ5 
of its hinncr independeiil ('\is|{me(\ iindiided 
only the central provinces of (In' old Ikilisli 
patrimony. A brothei’ of the l^hnpei’or, I In' 
Grand Duke Constanline {Pavlo\’i(cli), ils 
Adeeroy and Comniaiider-inA diief, mariad'd 
inoiganatically to a, Ik)lisli lady lo whom 
he was fiercely attached, e\((mde(I I In's alfia^- 
lion to whai he called "‘My Poles'’ in a 
capricious and sayage manner. Sallow in 
complexion, with a Tdirlar i>Iiysiognomy and 
fiei'cc little eyes, lie walked wilh his fisK 
(ien(Tcfl, his body bent forwai’d, darling 
suspicious glances from inuh'r an enormous 
cocked bat. Kis iiilclligenee was limit (a f, 
and his sanity itself was douhlfnl, "Hie 
hereditary taint exiircssed itself, in his eas(g 
not by mystic leanings as in liis two brotJiers, 
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Alc\;iii(l(‘r :ui(l Nicliolas (in llirir xau'ioiu 
ways, for oik' was inyslit'ally libci’jil an<l llu 
olluM mystically ault)cral ic), bill l»y I lie 
of an nncont Tollable Icinjii'r wliicli ^■(‘n<M'all,^ 
l)fok(' mil in (lis‘>nslin^> abiisi' on llu' jiaradi'- 
^roiim!. 11(’ w'as a jiassimiaU' niililai'isl and 
an amazinii;' (Irill-maslci*. lie Irealed bis Pol- 
lisli army as a spoiled child I reals a I'avoni'ib 
loy, ('\cepl llial he did nol lake it to bed 
will) him at ni{‘iit. It w'as not small ('iioiif^'h 
)'or thal. Ibit he |)layed wilb il all <lay 
and (WiM’y day, d('li^!,hl injj; in Ibe vari(‘ly ol 
pretly nniroi'ins and in tlie run of incessaiil 
d rilling!,, d'his childish passion, nol lor w’ar, 
blit for nuM'c mililarism, achieved a. desirable 
result. 'rh(‘ Polish army, in its e((uipmenl, 
ill its ai’inamenl, and in its battle-field efii- 
<‘ieucy, as tlum understood, became, by Lhc 
<Mi<l of the year ISfJO, a first -rale taelical 
iusl iMinu'id. Polish pea.santry {uoL serfs) 
sc'rved in th(‘ ranks by enlistment, and lhc 
<)Hic('i‘s l)(‘lonf»{'d mainly lo the smalh'r nobil- 
ily. Mr. Nicholas U., w'ith his Na])oleonic 
r<‘eoi‘(k had no difhcnlly iii o])(aining’ a, lieu- 
tenancy, bid the promotion in the Polish 
army was slow, because, being a .separate 
organization, il took no part in llie wars of 

1)0 



A IM'. K ^ \ \ I. IM', ( ' ( ) lU) 


lli(' Kitipli'f l’('i‘si.i or 

'|'iirk<'^\. lls (ImI 

ils(‘lr, \\;iN lo !>(' il'-, I, ('ll (i) IS.W, on ||i(> (Mil' 

Id'i’iik oC IIm’ I\('\ I ilnl iiMi , Ml Nil'll I) I;k |k 
w ;is I lie si'i I loi' (’;i I )( -I I n I il In i'i'",imi('iiI Somo 
liiiK' |)('|ni'(’ lie lii'iil liiTf) tiimli' Ih‘,m| id ||),> 
rctiioMiil (’'ll .'I I ih‘Jti iiri tl ( (1 1, 1 1 ( I ‘I I'l I oiil,iilc lli(' 

klllivlnill Ml Mill' stMliliri'M |lMl^m(‘r^, wIkmIoo 
iiliiiMsi ill! Ili(‘ Itoi'ii'. Imi i1m‘ i’oh ill (’ll \ 

W('l'(‘ (ll'IlW I) inn'llli ill 'I llilK’ M I KT lio \\ ('III 

MW'Jiy I’ront Iimmm' :ii IIk' .i",(' ot ('i"Jilc('ii |o 
Ills ntl)ii;it'\ lilV li,\ lli<’ Imlllc m1 I’Vn'd 
hitid, i\h'. NicIimI.'is i II I’M I lici I liic nil- of 
llic " Rorik'i'," Ills ii.ilisM ,iir 1 nkitid l';il(' 
WHS lyin ;4 in wittl lor Iumi ninuii;', I lie m'('ii('', 
of his yniil h. \( (ho lir^'l now -i o|' llio liMii;. 
in W'dirsiiw nil llio ronioiitil ('"■( .t I lli^ltNl('ll( , 
()fn('{'rs, s.d’ njH I Iho \ oi-\ lioojioi'-,, won' 
]>nl pi'oiiipl ly iiii(I(T HiTOij :iiid (Hiniod olf 
in }i hody Ix’yond IIk' l)iiiopoi' lo Iho n(',ii'("i| 
(own in l{Mssi;i propi'i' hVom ihoK' (h(’\ 
\V('i'(’ (lisp('rs(’(i lo llio dtsliiiil p.nl > of (In' 
('inpii‘('. On I Ids ooon^ioii poor Mr Xioliokis 
H. jX'iH’l I’H led iiilo (\*i}'oi;i Miiioli l.'ii'lhoi' jlinii 
lio (lid in I Ix' (intos of Nnpidi'onic in 

vasioii, tl niiK’h loss willinid,' As(i,ik;iM w;is 
his d(‘sl inn ( ion, Ij(' r('ni;iino(l Ihoro Ihroi' 


inn 
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y<‘ni’s, Io li\n' nl in llu‘ I own, 

])til Io ivpoi’l l!i)ns{‘ir <'vci'y day a I 

noon lo llu' inililary (*otiiiiiaiulanl , who iisod 

1 0 (h'lain hini rir(jii(Mi t ly I'or a and a 

dial. 1 1 is diflit'ull lo l‘onn a jnsl i(h‘a of 
wlial a ('lial wilh Nicholas H. {‘onid 

Inivc ))t'('n lik('. Tlu'ro lunsl have hoen imidi 
(‘ompi’essed ras>'(' iind(M’ liis Incilni'iiily, Toi’ 
ihe ('onnnandaiil coniinnihcnlod (o liini (he 
iK'Ws from llu' lluailrc of war, and this n('\^ s 
Avas sii{‘h as il could he"”[hal is, very had Tor 
the Poh's. Mr. Ni(‘holas li. reeeiAnal llu'sc 
coinimmieat ions with ouLwai’d j)hiei^’ni, hid- 
I he Russian showed a- warm synipalhy i'or 
his pi’isoiK'r. “As a soldier inyself I under- 
.sland your h'eliiig's, Von, of course, would 
like lo 1)0 ill I he I hick of it. Ry heavens! 
[ am fond of you. IT it weri' noL for Llie terms 
of llu' niililary oath I would lei you go on 
iny own resjiousihilily. WhaL difl'ereiiee could 

11 mak(‘ to us, one more or less of you P” 

At other limes he wondered wiLli sim- 
])lieily. 

“Tell me, Nicholas Sh'jiaiiovilelh* (my 
g’rea I -grandfather's name was Stephen, and 
the commandani used Lhc Kussian form of 
polite addre.ss) — “tell me why is it dial you 
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r(tlc‘, Ill'f ;il\\.l\ . liinKlli-' I'mi \\ li;U 

<'ls(' collit I \ "I I r\) )i ( I I M Mil Ml (Ml I II" II (I .I'MlMsI 
l{ IMSIII ’ 

lie W.IS iM I >.l } '1'', l<H». (it I >lt ll< ( .( i| )1 1 KM 1 [■(« 
lircl loll .. 

“l.ooK .il Ndiii N.ii'iilt'iM) now \ '‘ro;il 
II), Mil. ’I'htMo I' no ill n\ III" il lli.il lie 
j'j'onl Ml, in ;i ■ loin- .1 - iio w.t - l•(Mll^•nl lo MimsIi 
lliosi' (iniin.iii^ . 111(1 \n-lii.in< .md .ill IIkki' 
n;((nMiN. I>iil no' III nni I --o lo IIii^si;i 
lonkllt!.', lol tliMlllln. illt'l wli.lt till' COIMC- 
(|ii('iic(‘.^ .'^iicli , 1 . \oii (Cl ni(‘, I li.i \ (' I M 1 1 led 
lliis MtliN' of iiiiiK- on llic I ),i \ I nii-iil , oT 

I’.Mfi.s." 

Ariel* liK’ |•<‘lnlll III I’ol.iinl \li Ninliol.i'i II 
d(‘.seril)(*(l liini ;i^ .1 ''worlli\ ni.in Inil tiiind. ” 
wlieiKWer lie (onid Ik* imlintd lo -|ie.d\ of 
ihe eondilioiM of In. (-mIi* )>(ilniin" llie 
option oH'i'ri'd I) in I to enli-i I lie !ui . .i;i n ;i i'Iii.n , 
he \\;is R'lired with onl\ li.ill lln- |K-n,ion of 
Ills I'iiiiK. Ills Me(>lii*w (ni\ HIM le .111(1 !ni;(i* 
(linii) (old me lli;tl (In- In .1 l.i .liii". inij m i- >-^I(M i 
on Ills nienioi'\ ,’is ;i elnid ol I'oin \\.i > IIk- "hid 
(‘Xeilenn'iil rei;-nin)- in Ins | m 1 eii I Iioiise on 
llu‘(|j|)' W’Im'M \Ir \lel!ol;i. H ,iiri\e(| li(Mne 
from In.s d(‘lei)t ion in II iissi;t 

I'AM'ry !j;<*niM*.'t I imi li.n. ils nhinoih'’. 'I’lie 


in 
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lii'sl iiK'inorios of Mr. Niciioiiis H. 

shaiH'd by lli(' ('\aMils oF I ho Iasi 
oaiiilion of Holaiid, and li(' loii^' onou^'h 

In siillor IVoni tho Iasi arnual i'lsin^' in 18(13, 
an ('V(Md which adoolod llio Fnlnre nf all my 
'^'oiiora I ion and has (‘oloiirod iny oai'liosl iin- 
prossioiis. Ills brollu']', in whoso liouso lu‘ 
had sla'IU'i’od For soim^ sovoidooii years his 
niisanlhropioal limidlly hoFori* lh(‘ ooininon- 
osl probhmis oF lilV, liavin**’ died in (Ik* early 
lil’lies, Mr. Ni(‘holas B. had lo screw his (*onr- 
a^t* u|) to the slicking-])oinl and come to 
some d(‘cisioii as to the fnlnre. AFler a 
lony and ag'oniziiif^' hesitat ion he was per- 
suaded at last lo become the Lenanl of some 
fifteen hundred acres onL of ihe csLaLe of a 
Fi’i(md in the nei^hboiii'hood. The Lerms of 
lli(‘ lease were very advantagco\is, but, ihe 
retired situation oF Lhe village and a plain, 
comfortable house in good repair were, 1 
fancy, th(' greatest iiiducemenLs. Tie lived 
llu'H' (juietly for about Leu year.s, seeing very 
few ])eo})le and taking no part in Lhe public 
life of die iirovinee, such as it could lie under 
an arbitrary biu'eaucratie Lyraniiy. His char- 
acter and his patriotism were above suspicion; 
but Lhe organizers of the rising in Lheii’ fre- 
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((iK'iil journeys up nnd down liu* pn^diice 
s(‘t'Uj)uloiisly ;i\’()id{'d coniiiii;' n(\‘ir Ids li()iis<‘. 
n wns j'oiKM'jdly IVll Hie |■(‘p^)S(' of I lie* 

old nuni’s Iasi >’ears oii^Iil nol lo do <lis- 
liirln'd. H\'en siieli iiiliiiiales as my pah'i'iial 
g'randrallH'i’, <*onirade-in'arins diiriiio- Napo 
loon's Aloseow eampai^ii, and laUa* mt a 
IVIlow oflieer in Hie I’olisli anus', I’cfcaiinsl 
iVoni visilin^' liis erony as I Ik* dad^ of* Hu^ 
oiilln’eak ajiproaelied. iM^s' palernal i'-raiid- 
lalla'i’s 1 wo sons and In's oid^s' dcMiii^'lilc*!' svere 
all deeply involved in llu' r(‘Voliil ioiiars' svork, 
lie liiniself was of dial lypi* of Polish sipiiix^ 
whose only idea) ol' palnoTK* aelion was lo 
“ft'el, iiilo (lie sa<ldl(' and drisa* Hkmii ouI.’" 
Jhi( e\'on li(‘ ayris'd llial “deai* jXieJiolas 
must no! he worrit'd." All I Ids eonsidt'ral o 
caution on the iiarl of I'rii'iids, J)oHi com 
.s]>iralors and otlie?*s, did iio( prtwa'ul Air. 
Nicholas Jh heinj*' inadt' (o IVi'I Hu‘ mis- 
iortuncs of llial ill-omened yt'ar. 

Less lliaii l()rty~ei^.*'hl. hours afh'r Die ht'- 
gimiing of the rehellion in Hial j)arl, of Hie 
couulry, a .stpiadroii of seouling Clossacks 
passed through the village ami invadi'd llu' 
lioniesteacl. lAIosL of lliom rvmaiiu-d, foniu-.l 
beUvecn the house und (he sluhlos, while 
101 



.scN’{'i'!il, (lisDioiml iiin\ rniisackrd IIk' N’ariniis 
oiH 'Tiu' ofluH'i' in coiiiniaixl, ac- 

compa by (wo nu'ii, wallaal up lo IIk' 
Tnuil door. All IIk' blinds on llial sido 
down, '^riio o(li(‘(n’ lold I ho st*i'\^aiiL who 
roooiv('d liiin dial lu' waniod lo H(M‘ liis ina.sh'r. 
!!(' was answ(n’(Ml Ihal llio niasbn- was away 
iVoin homo, whioli was porloolly Iriio. 

1 follow hoi’<‘ du' lalo as lold afUa’ward by 
dio so^^'alll lo my f 4 randimol('’s friends and 
roia lives, and as I liaN'o lieard il repealed. 

On r(‘oeivitpy Ihis aii.sAver llie Cossack ofli- 
who had Ix'eii slandiiig' in Lhe porch, 
sl(‘pped inlo lhe house. 

‘'^^'hereis iJu* niaslor f^'oiie, Llien?” 

“Our masU'r weal lo J — (Lhe govorn- 
nionl I own some fifty miles off) “the day 
bedore yesterday." 

“ddu're are only I wo horses in lhe slablcs. 
AVher(‘ are lhe olhers,^" 

“Our masler always travels with Ids own 
hor.s(‘.s" (meaning': no I by ])os0. “He will 
bo away a w(‘ek or more. He was ])leascd 
lo mention lo me dial lu* had fo altend lo 
.some business in the Civil Court." 

\Vhil(‘ du; .servant was speaking' lhe oincer 
I()(3k{'d about the hall. Id i ere wa.s a door 
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facing him, a door (o (lic' riglil, niul a door 
lo the Icfl. TIk' ofIl('(M’ c'lio.sc (o (Miter tlic 
room on the left, and ordi'ird llu' blinds to 
be pulled Uj). It was Air. Nicholas 13. 's 
study, \^ith a couple of tall boolvc^ases, some 
])ic Lures on the walls, and so on. Besides 
the big cent re-t able, with books and papers, 
there was a (luito small writing-table, with 
several drawers, standing Ih'Iwcimi the door 
and the window in a good light; and at this 
table my granduncle usually sat either lo 
read or write. 

On pulling up the blind the sinwanl was 
startled by tlie discovery Ihal iiie whole male 
population of the village was massial in front, 
trampling down the flower-laals. There were 
also a hnv women among llunn. He was 
glad to observe I lie village jiriest (of the 
Orthodox Clnireli) coming up the drive. The 
good mail in liis haste had liieked up his 
cassoek as higli as llie to]) of his liools. 

The ofHeer had been looking at lli(‘ baeks 
of the hooks in the bo(jkea,S(\s. Then he 
j)ercli(‘d liims(‘]f on the edge of the eenlre- 
Inhle and remarked easily: 

“Your master did not take yon lo town 
with him, then?” 
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facing' Inin, a door lo (lu* rig'lil, and a door 
lo the Icfl. I'lic odicrr cliosc' lo (‘iifor I ho 
room on llic and oi‘d(M'(‘d (ho blinds lo 
1)0 pulled uj). 1 1 was l\Ir. Ni{*hoIas lb’s 
sliidy, will) a couple of lall bookcases, sonic 
])iclurcs on ihc walls, and so on. Ih'sich's 
llic big ccnlrc-lablo, wilh books and papers, 
Lhere was a (|Ui(c small w ri I iiig-labk', wilh 
several drawoi's, slandiiig bclwccn Ihc door 
and Ihe window in a good liglil: and al, this 
table my graiulunele usually sal cillier lo 
reatl or wu‘ile. 

On pulling uji Ihe blind (he si'rvanl was 
startled by Ihe discovery (ha( the wdiole male 
popidalion of the villagi* wars massed in froiil, 
traiipiling down! llu' llowa'r-beds. There were 
also a few' w’omen among (hem. He was 
glad lo observe the village priest (of the 
Orthodox Church) coming up Ihe drive. The 
good man in his hasU* had lucked up his 
cassock as high as the loj) of his bools. 

The officer had been looking a! (he l)aeks 
of the books in the bookcasi's. '^Idien he 
pereli(‘d himself on Ihe (algx' of ihe eeiilre- 
lable and remarlaal easily: 

“Your master did not take you lo town 
w’ith liim, then?” 
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“I am lli(‘ Ih'Jk! s(M’\’anU aiul lu' loaves ni(' 
ill ohari^i' of 11 h‘ lioiisi'. It’s a sirong, youna, 
o!ia|> lhal li‘a\'ols willi oiii- mast(‘r. [f- (uul 
Inrhld - -I lu‘r<‘ was some aooidonl an the road, 
1 h' would l)(‘ ol' miicli more iiso ihaii Id’ 

(dancing' lliroiii’li llu' window, he saw [lu' 
j)ri('.sl ar^uiiii.i*' Naduanenlly in Lho Lliick of 
tlie <*rowd, wliioli soenned subdued by liis 
in[ei“l'oreii(‘(\ d’lii’<'(' or four men, howevei', 
\\'eiv lalkinj; willi llu; ( ossaeks a I Liie door. 

“And you don’l lliink your master has 

^'one (o join llic' rebels maybe — eh?” asked 
I lie ofbeer. 

“Our mas[(U- would be loo old for that, 

snr(d.\u IU‘’s welt over .sevenly, and he’s 
fei'bku too. It’s some years no^\ 

siiiei' h(‘’s beem on horseback, and he can’t 
walk nmeh, ('llher, now.” 

'Plu' oflieei' sal tlu're swin^’ing his leg, very 
([uiei and iiidilleivnl. By lhal time llie 
IKsisaiils who had been lalking with llic 

( ’ossjK'k troopers at tlu' door had l)een per- 
mit lod lo g(‘l inlo tli(‘ hall. One or two more 
hd't llu' crowd and followed them in. They 
S(wa'n in alb and among them the lihu'k- 
sniilli, an (w -soldier, ddie servant appealed 
(U'feiamlially lo I In' olli(‘(M’. 
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“ WoiTl your lionoiir ho ]>1( 'used lo [('ll l]j(' 
])Coj)k' lo j-o hack lo their lionies? AVhal do 
[liey waul lo ])usii I la'insc'Ea's inlo Ihe lious(' 
like lliis I'oi'P It’s not ])ro[)('r Tor tliein lo 
helia V(‘ like this while our nias(('r's away 
and I aiu re,sj)ouHii)le Tor ev(‘ryi hiiij^' Ik'I'c.” 

The oflieer onl}^ lauf 4 ‘h('d a lillh', and al'lei* 
a whih' iiKjuired : 

“ I lave you anus in llu' house? ” 

‘‘^'es. AVe hav('. Some old ihino’.s.” 

“Briti^>’ them all here, onto Ihis lahle.” 

The servant inude anollu'r all('m]>l lo oh- 
tain ])roleelion. 

Won’t your honour t ('ll llu'sc'ohaps. . . ?” 

Ihit the olfieer looku'd at him iu sileiici', 
ill such a way that he gav(' it up at onei' 
and hurried (dT lo call the ]>anl ry-hoy lo 
lu'lj) him eolk'cl the arms. Mc'antinu', llu* 
otliecr walked slowly Ihrouj’h all tlu' rooms 
in Lhe house', examining' 1 lu'in a t l('nl ively 
hut loiiehing nothing. The [)easanls in Ihe 
hall I'ell haek and took oil' th(.'ii' (*aj)s wlu'ii 
h(' ])assed through. He said nothing whal- 
ev('r to them. AVlum he eame haek lo llic' 
study all the arms lo he found in llu' house' 
were' lying on the lahle. d’he're was a ])air 
ol big, tlint-loek holster jiistols from Najjo- 
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It'oiiic linu's, l\\(i s\\()i-<ls, OIK' oT IIk' 

K >! I , i li(' ol Ik'I* ol li)(‘ Poli.sli iiriii\ piiiU'i'ii, 
wi I ii ;i fiMN oi* I \\ (). 

'V\\c ()llic<r, opiMiitio Uk' window, llinio' 
nil I j)islnls, su’ords, iiiid .i^iins, oik' al'U'i* aii- 
oIIk’T', arid Ids I roopi'vs ran lo pick [lu'in up. 

|K'nsanls in llu' liall, (Miconra^i'd liy liis 
mnniK'r, inid slok'ii al'lcr Inin inlo Hk' slndy. 
I In nol I In' sli/^ldt'sl si^'ii of hciiii*' con- 

s(d()iis of llu'ir c\isl('iic(', and, his business 
btdii^' jippni’i'nlly <‘oiicliidcd, si rode out of 
llu* lu ni,s(' willioii! a word. I)ii'e(‘lly lie left, 
llu* ])0!isanfs in IIk* shidy pnl on iheir cajis 
n I u 1 I it'y'nn I o smih' a 1 <'ach oilier. 

^riu* ( 'ossacks roth' away, jiassinp; lliroiigli 
llu' ynirds of lln* lionu' rarni slraij^lil inlo 
llu' fields. 'Tin' jirii'sl, slii! ar^'iiin^' with llu* 
IKunsniils, nio\'('d gradually down llu* di'ivi* 
n iH I his ('ariM'sl ('lo(|U('iiC(' was dra^\ iiij*' ihe 
slb'iil Miol) al’h']' him, away from Ihe lioiise. 
'^Idiis jiislici' iniisl b(' ri'ink't’c'd lo the jiarish 
|>i’i('sls oT ih(' flr('('k ('hurch lhal, slran^^ers 
h) llu* coniili’y as llu'y wen* (beiii^' all drawn 
IVnm llu' itib'rior ol' Ihissia), ihe inajorily 
1 ) 1 ' (lu'in n.s(‘d such iidliK'nce as Ihey had over 
llu'lr flocks in Ihe cansi' ol’ peace and lui- 
muidly. dh’iK* lo lln* spiril o)‘ llu'ir callinj>;, 
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11k\v lri(‘(l lo sooMk' IIk' pnssioiis of llu' ('\ - 
( il(Ml (HNisitiilry, and ()|)|)(>s('d rapiiu' and 
MoliMicta \vli(‘iu‘V(M* IIk’V ('oiild, willi all IIk'H' 
mi;’'!)!. And llns {‘ondnci I lu‘y piirsiK'd ai'ain'^l 
I he c\'])r(‘ss wislu'S of Mk' anlli()ri[i('s. Jai(('t* 
on some of them \v<'re niad(‘ lo sidl'er foi' (his 
d iso) )e< lienee ))y ))eini>' ^(MM()^'ed a))i’iipt ly lo 
the far iiorLli or sent a\va,\' lo Silx'riaii par- 
islu's. 

Tile servant was anxious lo ^'<‘1 rid of 
the lew ]K‘asants who liad i^'ol inlo (he lioii,s('. 
WJuiL sort of eondiiet was that, Ik' asked 
them, lowai'd a man wdio wais only a [(‘iianl, 
had been invariably ^’ood and eonsid<‘ral(' 
lo Llie villagers fo]* years, and only (he olliei' 
thiy had agreed to give' uj) two nuaidows for 
the use of the village herd? He iXMiiiinh'd 
them, loo, of Afr. Nicholas lb’s dc'volioii to 
the siek in lime of ehohu'a. K\a*ry woi’d (h’ 
this was (rue, and ,so far elle(ii\’e that lli<* 
fellow’s began lo sci'aleh tlunr lu'ads and look 
irresolule. The sjieaker Ihen poiiii(‘d al the 
window’, exelairning: “’book! lli('r('’s all yoiir 
crowd going away {jiiic'l ly, and yon silly 
ehai)s had betler go afU'r I hem and ])ra\ 
(ukI lo forgive yon yonrcw'il llioiighls." 

d'his ajipeal w’as an ui ducky insjiira E ion. 
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In crowding clumsily Lo liio window lo see 
wheLlicr lie was speaking (he (riUli, [he I'el- 
luws over! Limed Llic liLLlc wi'i ling- [able. As 
il I'ell over a chink ol loose coin was heard. 
‘'There’s money in IhaL IhingT cried (he 
blacksmith. In a moment the lop of (he 
ilclicate ]jicce of fui'iiilure was smashed and 
there lay exposed in a drawer eighty half- 
imjierials. O-old coin was a rare sight in 
Russia even a I that time; it pul the ])eas- 
anls he.side them selves. “There must be 
tnore of that in the liouse, and we shall have 
il,” yelled the ex-soldier blacksmith. "This 
i.s war-time.” The others were already shout- 
ing out of llie window, urging the crowd 
Lo come back and help. The j)riest, aban- 
doned suddenly at the gate, flung his arms 
nj) ami hurried away .so as not to .see what 
was going to hapiien. 

Ill their search for moiiej" that bucolic mob 
smashed every thing in the hou.se, ripping 
xxdth knives, .s])lilting with hatchets, so that, 
n.s the .servant .said, there were no two jiieces 
of wood holding together left in the whole 
house. They broke some very fine mirrors, 
all the windows, and every ihcce of glass 
and china. They threw the books and pa- 
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j)er« on I on tlio lawn and sol firo lo llio lioap 
for (lie nu*re fnn of llu' lliini*’, ai)})aronlly. 
Absolnlcly (he only oih' solilary lliiiu' wliioli 
Lliey lofl wholo was a small i\'ory 
wliicli rcniainod liangin.4 on llio wall in I In'' 
wi'orkcd bedroom aboA'(' a wild lu'ap ol' I'ays. 
broken maliogany, and spliidorod board.s 
which had been j\Ir, Nicholas Ik’s bedsb'nd. 
J)elceling’ (he servanl in llu' ael of sb'aling 
away wilh a jaj)anned (in box, I hey lore i( 
from him, and becans<' he rt'sisled (hey llirc'w 
him out of (he diiiing-i'oom window, d'ln' 
bons(' was on one Hoof, bid rais('d \\'('ll ab()\'(‘ 
(h(‘ ground, and ihe fall was so serious Ilia I 
I he man remaiinsl lying sliiimed (ill Ihe cook 
and a stable-boy veidnri'd rorlli al diisb 
from Iheir hiding-plae('s and picked him up. 
Jkd by dial Lime the mob had d('pai’l(“d, 
carrying olf Lhc Lin box, which lln'y snp- 
])osed lo be rull of jiaper nioin'y. Some 
disLanee from Ihe house, in Ihe mi<ldle ol‘ a 
field, Ihey broke il opim. '^kln'y I’oimd iri- 
.side doeunnnils (‘iigros.sed on parchmenl and 
(he I wo crosses of llu* Li'gion of llononranci 
I'or \aloiir. A( lli(‘ sigh! of Ihesi' objc'cls, 
which, Ihe blaek.smilh explained, were marks 
oL Jioiiour given only by llio Tsar, Lhey beeanu* 
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('\l n'liH'ly nl wliai lliey iuitl doiu'. 

IdK'y llirew IIk* whok' lol away into a ditch 
a 11(1 dispersed hastily. 

Oil learning of lliis jiartienlar loss jMr. 
J\’l(‘holas 15. broke down eoinpleLely. The 
mere sacking of his liou.s(‘ did not .seem to 
adVad him niiich. AVliile he was still in bed 
from tlu‘ stiock, the two crosses wc're Found 
and returned to him. It heljied somewhat 
his .slow convalescence, hut the tin box and 
the ]>archinents, Ihoiigh searched for in all 
llu' ditclu'S around, never turned up again, 
lie could not gel over tlie loss of his Tegion 
of Honour Paleiil, who.se preanihkg .setting 
forth his services, he knew hy heart to the 
A'cny letter, and aftiw this blow volunteered 
.sometimes to recite, tears s Landing in his 
(>yes the while. Its terms haunted him a])- 
parenlly during the last two yc'ars of his 
life Lo such an extent that he u.sed to repeat 
them lo himself. This is confirmed hy the 
remark made more than once hy his old 
s('rvant lo the more intimate friends. ‘AMiat 
makes my heaid luan'y is lo hoar our inastci* 
in his room at night walking up and down 
and })raying aloud in tlie hVench language. 

It must have been somewhat over a year 
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nflerwiird dial I smav ]\lr. Nicholas lA- oi', 
inoR' coiTcct ly, dial la' saw nu' -for Ihc'' Iasi 
(inu\ It w'as, as I iiav(‘ alrcaidy said, a[ llu^ 
lime A\]ieii my motIuM* ]ia<l a tliriM' iiamdis' 
leave IVom exile, which sIk' \\'as sjicaidirij^ in 
du‘ Imuse of lua* hi’oda'r, and iVicaids and I'l'- 
ladons wen* (‘omin^' from far and laair to 
do her hoitour. Il is inc()n(‘{M^’a))l(‘ dial iMr. 
Nicholas H, should not ha\’c beim of (Ik' mnn-' 
her. The little child a lew iiioidhs old ho 
Iiad taken up in his arms on liu' day of his 
liome-comin^', after years of war and (*\il(‘. 
was confessing her faith in national salva- 
tion by sniferin^' exile in Inn’ Inrn, I do not 
know whether he was pr(\s(mt on the V('ry 
day of our de])artnre. I ha\’e aliaaidy a<l- 
milLed that loi* me he is more ('sj)(‘cia]ly tlu' 
man wlio in his youth had (‘adm roast doi^ 
in the dej)lhs of a yloomy foix'st of snow- 
loaded ])ines. jAty memory cannot place him 
in any remembeiaal se{m('. A hooked nos(\ 
some sleek \\diit(' hair, an unrcdatc'd {R’aix's- 
c('nL imj)ression of a im'ai^ian sliyht, riyid 
fi^'iire militarily buttoned up to IIk' thi-oal, 
is all that nov' ('\isls on <'arth of iMr, Nit'holas 
Ik; only this vayne shadow ])nrsn(’d by tin' 
memory of his ^^TaiKln(‘])liew, tlu' last 
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viving huuiaii being, 1 sup])ose, of all tliose 
li(‘ had seen in Ihe course of his lacilurn life. 

Hnl L reiiieiubcr well Lhc day of our de- 
pa rl lire back lo exile. The elongaled, hi- 
utnr, shabby I ravel ling-carriage with four 
post-hor.scs, standing before Llie long front 
of the house with its eight columns, four on 
each side of the broad fliglit of stairs. On 
tlie stejis, gronj)s of servants, a few I'clalions, 
one or Iwo friends from the nearest neigh- 
bourhood, a ])erfect silence; on all llu' faces 
an air of sober concentration ; my graiid- 
niolher, all in lilaek, gazing .stoically; iny unch' 
giving his arm to my mother down to the 
carriage in which I had been jdaced already; 
at the top of the flight my little cousin in a 
short skirt of a tartan jmtterii with a deal 
of red in it, and like a small princc.ss attended 
by the women of her own liousehold; the 
bead (jourrruaule, our dear, corpulent Eran- 
ir.sca (who had lieeii for thirty years in the 
service of the B. family), the former nurse, 
now outiloor attendant, a haiulsoiue peasant 
face wearing a conipassionale expression, 
and the good, ugly Mile. Durand, the gov- 
erness, with her lilack eyebrows meeting over 
a, short, thick no.se, and a complexion like 
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on lliaL day. T doiid ivnieiaher any oiilwai'd 
.sif('iis; bulil .sccjns llwil, a)>oid a nioidli Ix^ldra, 
my mother ])oeaino so iniwt‘11 lhal, I hear was 
a (loiihl whclher she could ))(' ina<I(‘ fit lo 
liavel in llie liine. 7u lids iincei-lainRv Ihe 
(ioveriior-Genei'al in Kie\'^ was ])eli I ioiu’d io 
‘*'i‘anl her a rorlnig'lilAs exlensioii ofsta.A' in her 
hrollier’s Iiou.se. No answer* ^\lia(eAa‘r was 
ivlurned to tliis prayer, fail one day at dusk 
[he police ea])laiii of the <Iis|]-icl, dro’\’(' tip (o 
(he h()U.s(' and [old my uncle’s \'alel, who 
ran ou[ Lo mee[ him, [hat he waiiLt'd to .sjieaK 
wilh I he maslei* in privale, at once. ^VJ■y 
much ini])ressetl (he tlioug'liL il was going lo f)e 
an arresi), (he servant, “more dead Llian {ili\*c 
wilh fright,” as he related afterward, smuggled 
him Ihrough the big drauung-room, which was 
flai’k (lluit room was not Jighled every evening), 
on li])loe, so as not to attract Llie attention of 
the ladies in (he house, and led him by way of 
the orangery [o my uncle’s private apartinenls. 

The i)o] iceman, witlioul. any i>r(diiniuaries, 
thrust a paper inlo my uncle’s hands. 

“There. Tray read lids. 1 liave no husi- 
less to show 111 is pajier to you. It is wrong 
)! me. But 1 can’t eillicr eat or sleep Avilh 
inch a job hanging over mo,” 
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'riial |n>lic<' .1 Ii.ilnr u| (.’u-ai 

liJul ici wat'. CM Id;', id 

{iu* rir( . 

M \' diH'Id aiiW H'aif (lie i (( M-iniMail . 

I( was a .sct'\ic(' i'aa-W hunt lln- 

(*ruor-( •(•iM'ca I ^ v,ccr I'l a i la I , hualim^ willi (li(> 
lualh'f of (Ik* and (iiKa I nf, (|„- 

jtnlicc caplaili I<> di'acM i ci all nanun ,( 
and ('\|>latia( intis in i<-';aid lu (Ital iIIik'ss 
(‘ illi('f I'rnm int'dinal tinai ui ullna . “and if 
.sIk' lias iinl It'll Itt'f I'lnllnr > liuiisr” |( 
\S('nl on In sa\ “on llm nininin;*, "I iIk* da\ 
sj)('(*ili('d nil lief (l(■|•|nl(. on .iic (u d(".|>al(>Ii 
Im'I’ al niicn niidi'f (‘sonri . til t ('<1 ' i nndri lined) 
“In IIm' ()fisnn linspilal in l\ir\. wlnar she 
u ill Ik’ I r(‘a led as Imr rase ilrtnand . 

“ |''ni' (I’nds salve, All H . -ee llial ,\nnr 
.sish'f i^ors pmii'InalK on ilia I day. 

Dnii’l ^■i\<‘ itM’ litis w oi'lv h) (|n willi a umnan 
and W'illi nia' nl' yniii- i’aniil\ . inu I simple 
<*annn| lii'ar Ini liitdv of il 

1I(‘ was al)snlulel_\ wiin",m;i his hands. 
Aly uncle InoKcii al him in sileiiee 

“d'hatik ynii Ini' Jilts wainiii!' I asstin' 
yon lhal ii' she weie <l\in!' she untild 

!)(' earned niii In ||i<« enrria;;e '* 

“ A'('s in(l(‘ed and whal diMetenee wnidd 
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il iiinkc--! ravel (o JsOi(‘v f>r hack l<> Ik'p fius- 
))aii(l? I''()r she would IijM'e lo ^’’o - dtailli or 
nu clealli. xViul iniiid, Air. I*., I will he la'i’t' 
on (he (lay, iiol llial I douf)l your i)i‘ 0 !Hi.st’, 
hill h(}(‘aMS(‘ 1 iiiiisl. I liav(‘ ^’ol lo- Duly. 
All llie same my li'U(U" is md hi loi* u do;.;’ 1 
.sine(‘ .some of you Poh's will j^ersisf in l■(‘' 
belli n;>‘, and ail of yon lunv ^-ol lo sidler J'or 
il." 

This is I he reason wli,\^ lie was 111 ere in an 
(^pen liiix'e-horse (imj) })ull(‘d nj) !>e[\\('(ai I hi' 
house and Ihegreal, gales. I i'('g're(, no! being 
a,hh‘ to give ii]) his name Lo I he .seorn of all 
hc'lievers in the righis oF con(pi(\sU as a repri’- 
hensihly sen isi live guardian of Tnip<M‘ial great- 
iie.ss. On the other liaiul, ] am in a position 
lo stale the name ot‘ Hk' (Fovernor-O-enei'al 
who signed tlu' order willi the marginal noli' 
"lo he earri(‘(l mil (o the leller” in liis owui 
Iiandwriting. The gentleman's name was lie- 
;^alv. A high diginlary, an energcdic oflieiah 
the idol for a lime of tlie Russian palriolie 

2)I‘('SS. 

l^aeh genera [ion luis its memories- 
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I T j\JUST nol be siipposctl lluil, in snKinij; 
joilli tile uicmoi’ics oi‘ llii.s luiir-Iionr Ix'- 
Iweon the inonient my mu-K* lefl, my 
j'ooni till we met xguin a I climier, I am lo.siiiy 
sight el* “.Vlmaycr’w J^blly.” riavirig oonb'sscaj 
[Jial aiy fii^st jiovel was begun in idleness 
a holiday ta.sk — I think i lunx' also given ilie 
impression that il was a Juueli-dela^'ed book. 
J( was n(‘vcr dismissed i’roni iuy mimi, eMVfi 
uhc’ii the hojjc of over finishing it, was v<'r.>^ 
taint. Many thing.s came in its Avay: daily 
duties, new impressions, old meinorii's. It, 
was not the outcojiie of a, lavd- fln^ fa- 
mous need of self-expression which artists tijid 
in (Iieir seardi for motives, 'The iic‘c<*ssity 
V'liieli imjielled me v'as a hidchm, ()b,s(*[M’<* 
necessity, a eonipleteb^ masked and unacxaniij (- 
al)Ie j)henomenom ’ Or i)erhaps some idle and 
tJi^o](JUs magician (tlierc must niagh'iafis 
iu Loudon) Jiad cast a spell ()^'('r iiX' tlii’oiigli 
Ins jiarlour window as J e\i)lor(-(I the maze of 
streets cast and west iu solitary hn'snrcdy n-alks 

li>0 
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williouL oluu’l and coiiipass. '^rill 1 lo 

wi’ile dial novel 1 Itad \vri(Lc]i rM)l)iiii.a' did 
leU('i'.s, and nol very many ol' ilK‘s<‘< I 
made a nol(' of a fael, of an inipix'ssion, or of an 
aiieedole in niy life. Tlie coiiei'pl ion ol a 
planned hook was ('iilii’cdy on (side iny mend a 1 
range when I sal dowm lo w'rile; |]u‘ arn- 
liilion of being an aiillior liad Inriied 

uj) anujiig (hose graeloiis imaginary evisl- 
enc(‘s one (“reales fondly for onesedf a( limc's in 
die stillness and iininobilily of a. day-di’eam: 
yel i( slands elear as llic smi al noonday dial 
fj'oni die inonienl, T bad done lilaekcming 
<)\X‘r die firsl nianiiserii)l j>ag(“ of “v\Iina,\a’r’s 
Folly'* (il contained aboiil (u’o liiimlred \\ords 
and lliis ]>ro])ortion of words (o a page lias 
remained willi me I h rung’ll 11 h“ fifleen ;\a*ars 
>f my writing' life), from ilie inomeid f bad, in 
lie simplicily of my liearl and ilw' amazing 
giioranee of my mind, \\’riUcii llial jiage lli(‘ 
lie was east. Never bad Hidiicon laxai more 
dindly forded w'idioiil invoealion lo Ibe god.s, 
rilliont fear of men. 

Thai morning 1 got ii]) from m\“ lircaikfast, 
nsbing ibe chair bat'k, and rang !be Ix'll 
ioienlly, or perhaps I slioidd say resolnlely, 

L‘ ])erbaps I should say eagerly — f do not 
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know', itiji iii I O'.! 1 \ il mii-t 1 m\c Ik'('|( 

a s|)(*(*ial I’iii.". ■' '■‘"'"tK.n mmiikI 

iiuulo iiiipr<*SM \ c, like llir iiii”,iii" ol .-i ln.|( 
fof IIk' (>r ()*(' cuil.iKi a i),.\y 

S('('i)(‘. K w.’i'^ ;iii (imi-aial llmi", lut titc lo 
do. (»(‘ii(‘i*alh , 1 ()a\\(ll<’d (Ow ni\ la i'.tkkisl 
and I .s('Idoni lt)ok Mu' Iroiddc In cmi'; ||k' 
))oll For tlio la))Ic In i»<‘ rlc.iinl a\\a,\. ))||( 
on linti niornin.a, Tor ‘.(uiio tea <iii lndckai in 
lll(‘ fJlC'tK'I’al ni^\ slor'tnllNllO.ss n| (lin <'\rn(. j 

did nol dawdk’. .\nd\cl ) vv a . nnl m a Iiii/'f\ 

r |)idl<'<l I lie <‘ord ra.Miallx , a tid while Mii'rainl 
(inklin /4 .soni(*\\ down in Mk' liaM-nK'iil 

W'{'n( on, I (•iiarj 4 <'d m,\ in I In- naial wa\ 

and ! looked Tof (In' malcli hn\ wilh ■d;i,,,.,,.^ 
dislran^ld indeed, hid eshiln I iie-, I am i-ead^ 
lo sw’<'ai', no siipt> of a fiin’ lien \ | \\;is 

(‘Omj)OS(‘d enon,i.*,ll In |)eH'e|\<- aldi snilX- 
consideralik' lime Ihe tiialeh hn\ i\ni*; iIkti' 
on lli(‘ manlel|)iee(' riidil under m\ nose. 

And all Ihis was Iii'anlirnlh .iinl .aleK iisiiai. 
T{(‘lor(' I had llii'owm d^^^ n Ihe inadli in\ 
landlady’s daip;hlei’ apix'ai'eM willi hei ealin, 
palo Face and an in<(iiisil i \ e Innk. ni Ihe dotu 
W'ay. OF laU' il was tli(« lamtla.l.\ damdilei 
udio answ'('r(‘d my hell. I monitnn Ihis (illle 
fact willi j)i'id(', lux'ause d |>r(Me> ihal dncnii', 
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(he lliirl,y oi' ioiiy days of niy l('itimc‘y I Iiiifl 
produeed a i‘av()iii‘a)>l(* i)iii)i‘('S'^i()n. a I’orJ- 

iiii[*li( past I had l)(‘en s})ar<'(l (lit' uiia 1 1 raal i\'(' 
sigh( {){■ iIk' di)itH\sli(‘ slave. "Hk' girls in 
Llia( Be.sshorniigh Ciardtnis It()iis<‘ u’cia' ofUai 
changech hid, wholijor slinri or fong, fair or 
dark, I hey \v(‘re al\va>'s Mnli<ly and par- 
ticularly bedraggled, as il" in a sordid version 
oj' the fairy tale ihe ash-hia eat ha<l been 
changed into a maid. J ivas iidiiiileiy sen- 
sible of the pri\'ilege of being ^vaited on by 
juy landlady’s daughter. She was iieal if 
aiieinic. 

'‘)ViII you please clear away all iliis at 
onceP” I addressed her in eonvlJls^^x‘ ac- 
cents, being at Ihc same lime engaged in 
gelling ruy pipe to draw. This, 1 adinil, 
vas an unusual i‘ 0 <|uest. Generally, on g'et- 
ing LI}) from l)reakfa.st T would sit down in the 
via (low with a book and let tlieni clear the 
al)]e when tiny liked; but if you lliiiik 
bat on that morning J was in the least im- 
alient, you are mistaken. I renieniher (hat 
was })erleelly calm. As a mailer of fact 
was not at all (‘(‘rtain that f wanted io 
rile, or that 1 meant lo write, or tilial 1 
id anything to w'Hte about. No, J was not 
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inipii(ion(. I loin^u'od lK‘h^’(‘(Mi [lu' JiuirfO'/ 
pirco and Iho window, no! {W{'ii ('()iiN<‘]oo.sf \ 
waiiiii/:'' i'or ihc lahk' lo ho {‘l(‘a I’c'd. 0 wa-^ 
Icn lo one lliat hefore my ljiiidla(l>’'s daiij^li I cm’ 
was done 1 W'oiilcl pick up a hook and ,sW 
down w'idi it all Die inoniiiiK in a apii’il (d' 
cnj(j,\’al)Ic ijidolencc. ] afJIrtn i( wilfj assur- 
ance, and J dtni’l. cw'eJi know* now wlial wrrr 
I he l)ooks Uicn lyiui^’ a))onl Hie room. }iat 
cV(a' [hey were, liny were* riol I lie works ol 
,i>i*ca( inasters, wdierc Ific .scanad, of (d{vi i 
thoui-liL and exacL expression caii !)e I'otitith 
Since the ago of five T Inna' been a ynsaf 
Jvader, as is noL perhaps wonderful in a eliihJ 
who \ras ne^^ei’ a^va^e of fi'ai'niii^^' lo I'ead. 
At len years of ago I Inul ivad nuu-ii of ^’ie)or 
Jingo and other roman lies, 1 had read in J\)- 
lish and in French, Jiisloiy, voyagv.s, no^'(’ls: I 

knew“GiIR]as”and“l)onQuixole”iMnf)nd,i>(-d 

editions; I had road in early boyhood Polish 
j>oets and some Frendipnels, hnt / ('niinot sa.^' 
wJiat J read on tlic evening hofoi'e J hi'gati (n 
write inyself, I believe il Avas a novel, mid il 
(inile possible that it was one of Aidliom 
dVoIlope's novels. It is very liki'Iy. i\Iy 
qua in lance \vith liim wais tJien V('jy reecml. 

He („R. of the English novel,, sis wlio.sc 

1^>4 
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wol’ks 1 r(\‘t(l r<)i‘ IIk' I'haI lltiu' itt 
AVilli men oT Miiroix-en will) 

Diekejis und ^^'ill(er Seod nml d'lmckt'i'n.v, 
il WHS ollierwise. Aly fii'sl in I j’ochic'l ion lo 
Kiiglisli imagitia I iv(' iih'rn I ii re* was “Ni<‘li()Ias 
Xieklehy.” I[ is (‘xl raoi'di nary liow' well ]\l)-s. 
Xieklehy coidd (*liaf((“r diseoitifeele'dly in (ki- 
lish mid ili(‘ siiiisle'f fddpli ragv in lhal 
Imigiiage, As io tlu* ( 'i'iimn!l('s j'aniih’ and 
(lie rmiiily of I lie* Ic'ariied S((ii{‘crs if seeriK'd as 
iialiiral lo lliem as llieir ]iali\'(' sjK'eM'li. Il 
was, I ]iav(‘ no doubU an (*\'e(']|(*it[ I I'ansla f ion. 
This mils! ila^'{'• Ix’e'ii in iJn* ,\'ear '70. Jinl 
I really Ix'lieve ilia I I am wrong. Thai 
l)()()k was not my first inli’odiielion lo 
lish lilei’ainre. ALy -first aecjiiaiiiianee was (<jr 
tvere) the “Two (.Jt'iil h'lnen of A cron a," and 
lull in the very ATS. of my rallH'i*’s iransla- 
lon, l( was daring oiii' exile in Idissia, and il 
niisL have been J(*ss lhaii a year a Her my 
nolher’s dealh, beeanse I renu'inbei* inyscdf in 
lie black blouse w'illi a while* border oi' my 
eavy inon ruing. AVe we're* hA’ing logellie*]', 
iiile alejne, in a small heiiise* e>n (he oulsldiis 

I* Ihe lown e)f . ddial aflernoem, in- 

ead e)f going oiil (o piny in I In* largo yard 
liicli we shared willi ejur land lore 1, I bad 
i ^2.5 
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liii.ucivd in LIk' l•(K)In In W’liicli iny I'n I iirr 
wJ'otcn W’linl <'iiij)(>l(|(‘n(‘< I iiu' lu 
in(o Ins chair i nni I 

Knnw, hii( n couple oi‘ hours nri<‘i'\', a r<i lu* 
(|is{‘()\a‘rcfl lue kneeling in il willi (dhovs'^ 
on (lie (al)Ie and uiy ii(ai(I held in Ixilh liaii</s 
n\cr llie AIS. of loose pages. I ^\’ns gj<‘a(l,\ 
{■()ni'u.s('d, expecling lo g(“( iiilo Irouhhn lie 
.s((K)d in the <loorwuy looking' a I me with 
^onie sui'piise, hut the only tiling lu" said artm 
a moinen t of silence was; 

'' Head ttie i>ag(‘ aloud.” 

Luckily the page lying beioiv me was md 
o\'crhIotted with erasur(‘s aiul eo rrotd ions, amJ 
niy J'alher’s handwritijig otherwise e\ - 

tremely legible. When I got [,> (|,e (uid 
h(' nodded, and I flew out-ol-dooi’s, (h in king 
myself lucky to have esea])ed n'jjroof tor 
that piece of impulsive audju'ity. I lun’e 
tried to discover since the reason for (InN 
mildness, and 1 imagine that all unknown 
to myself I had earned, in 1113^ fa (tier’s .mind, 

Iht' right to some latitude in my i-chilimts 
vith his wriling-lahle. It was only n montli 
hidhre— or perliaps it was only a W('ek hefmv 
that X liad read to liini aloud IVom iK'^giiniiug 
to end, and to liis perfect satisfaeliou, as In- 
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lay oil his hod, nol boiii^’ very wolf al ilu' 
(iiiio, llic ja'oofs (jT Ills I fansla I ion of Motor 
“'^Foilors oj‘ I he* S('a." JSnoh was my 
(illo lo ooiLsiiha'aiioii, f ))olio\a\ mui also my 
hr^l ini I’odiiolion Lo iJic soa in IiL('nilun‘. II' I 
do nol ronionihor wlu'co, how, and w lu'ii ] 
k'ai’iKMl lo road, I am nol likely lo ror^'<’( 
lli(' ])i‘oooss of Ix'ini* IraiiKal in llu' ar( of 
roadino aloud. ]\ly jioor I'allter, an admiralih' 
i'(‘a(l('i’ liims(‘)i', wa.s ila* inosl <‘.\aei in,L;‘ of 
tnasl(*r.s. 1 rolK'ol jii'oiidfy lltal I iniisL ha\'e 
road I luiL i)a};'(' of “dVo ( untllonum of Wrona ” 
loli'rahly woll a I I Ik* a^'e of eight. Th<* newt 
liiiK' ! niel I hem was in a o,v. one-vohmK* 
<Mlilioii of llio dranuilic Avorks oi' >Viiham 
Sliakos|)(‘aiv, road in I^ahnonth, at orhi mo- 
nnail.s of llie day, (o (he noi.sy aeeom])aiiim('nl 
)f oalkcrs’ inaikds driNditg oakum into (he 
look -sea nis of a sliij) in dr^'-dock. ^Ye had 
■nil in, in a sinking eondilion and Avilh Ihe 
•row refusing duly after a inoiitl] of AA’oary 
)a(lling AA’ilh the gales of (he North Allantie. 
3ooks are an integral jiarl of one’s life, and 
iiy S]iakos])oarian associations are Avi(h Llial 
rsl year of our l)oreaA'emeid , llie Iasi F si)enl 
nth my father in exile (he sent me away 
j Poland to my mother’s brother directly 
1^7 
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hr rouhl hi’af'c* Iiiiu.st'ir (ij) lor IIk' S('()a laH ioii ), 
a 1x1 will I I he year of liai'd ^ales, IIk' in 

hieh 1 eanx' ix'aresl (o dealli a I so;t, lirsj 
l»y waler and llien by lire. 

'rjiose (lung's 1 remcnilHU’, bill wlial 1 wa.s 
M ’a ding tlic day bel'ori' niy uriliiij* life iM'ynn 
J Iia \v j‘nj’g()( ten. J luM’cMinly a ^’ay ik‘ in il ion 
dial {[ mig’liL Juivt' bemi (jjx' of dVollojX'’s 
jHiIilieal no^X‘ls. And I rcMiKMu/x-i', (oo, Hie 
(haraeU'i’ol llx' day. J( ^^'a,s an auliinin da,\’ 
it)i an opaline alino.spli(*r(n a ^’eihxl, si'ini- 
opaiiiK', Inslroiis day, ^vi(I^ li(n',\’ poiiils and 
Hashes of red sunlig'lil on Ibe I’onl’s an<l ^vin- 
dow.s (»pj)osite, while lb(' lr('es of llu^ .S(piar{’. 
will I all llieir leaves gone, \\a're lik(‘ Hie Irae- 
iiigN ol India inlv on a shec'l o| I is.sm’-pajier. 

It wa.s one of (liosc l.ondon days Mini ha\’(‘ tlie 
fliann oi myslerioiis anl('ni(.^^ oT (a.seina I irig 
sot'lni'ss. The elleet of opa I in(‘ in is I was oTHni 
HpifiUsi at Hesslioroug’li (iar<l<“ns <jm ais'omif 
ot the iH'aj'iicsslo llu’ i‘iA'{'r. 

Tliere is jio reason wliy I sbonld reiiKunlKn' 
dial e/re(‘l more on llial. day Hnm on auv 
<Hh(T (lay, eM'e]>i thal 1 .stood lor a 11,^',. 

lonking on! of ilie ^vindow afim- (In' land- 
lady s daiigliler was gone with her spoil of 
and , saucers. I Imard lier /nil (ii(> (ray 

l !^8 
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clown in ( li(' j)nss;i;!4{‘ uiK I (iiially shiil lluMlonr; 
and slid I i'{‘niniiuMl sn lokiii^j', wilh iny hack 
lo the room, ll i.s (‘lean- dial f was in 

no ha.sU' (o lake: llio j)liiii^'c‘ iiilo niy Wi'ilin^' 
lilk, if as ])lunfj’c' lliis firs! alUanpl may ho 
(loscrihc^d. i\Iy \\ hole hoin^’ \;’as s[oo[) 0 (( (loop 
in tlio indolcaioc' ol* a sailoi* MWa.\' !'roni IIk' .s(‘a, 
die .soiMH' of iRA'or-omlin,^;' lahoiii' and of im- 
coasini;’ duly. iiidn' suia'ondor lo in- 

doloijoe you oaiinol i)oaL a .sailor a.siioi’t* wlion 
dial mood is on Idiu — llio mood of afi.solnlc’ 
in'o.spoiisihilily la.sjcal io Ifto full, fl scorns 
to me dial J thougliL of nc)[liin.i>' wlia lover, 
Iml lliis is an impro.ssion wddoii i.s hardly lo 
1)0 heliovod at this distanoo of years. AMial 
I am ('(M’tain of is Ilia! f was very far from 
I hi liking* ol wi'iling" a sloi’y, lliougli il is pos~ 
.si])l(‘ and (‘S'on likely dial 1 was thinkin of 
die man Alnniyi'i', 

1 had scam liini for llio firs! lime, .soint' four 
\'(airs heforo, from die bridge of a sic'amc'r 
moored lo a riekedy lilde wharf forty miles up, 
iiore or l(\ss, a Horiicatii riA'C'i*. [j was \'ery 
aiidy morning, ami a .slighi, nnsl —an opaliru* 
uisl as in Hesshoroiigh (iai’dons, only willioiil 
lie fiery flicks on rooi' and eliimiit\y-j)ol from 
ho rays of llio rod Jjondon sun — j)roniLs(ai lo 
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hij-n prostMilly info n w’oolly Fo^', Hnn’in^ o 
(‘ano(' oJi I lie I’lAa'r I Iron’ 
u()f!((ug' iiioN'iiifi’ williin sigh I . I Ii;t(f ,/iisl 
lip yn wiling froni niy ciihin. ^FIk* sinvi ri<4 
and IIh‘ i^falay f*r<‘\v wi'rt' ovan’liniiihig Ifu" 
('iivgo c'fiaitis aiu! trying' I In' Arinclu^s; Jhoir 
voices sounded sulidinal on I ho <hads ladow, 
and (iioii' niovcnicnls ^^cl•o laiigdid. 'I'hnf 
I Topical ela^dircak Avas cl i illy. Idu' iMala.A' 
(juarfei'inast-cr, coniiiig up lo g<M. sonu'l liing 
rmm tile lockers on (1 h‘ bridge, .sliiA'i'rctJ 
\isihly. TJie fores Is aboAX‘ and Judow^ and 
on Ihe o])po.site bank looked lilack and dank; 
U('[ dripped from llio rigging upon 11 k‘ ligbtlA- 
.slrelehetl deck awnings, and il was in I lie 
intdd/e (d a shuddering yaAvii I hat, / <‘a.iigh( 
sighl of Alinayer. He was moving across a 
jiateh of Inirnec) grass, a blun'edi .sliadowy 
shaijc with the blurred bulk of a. house behind 
him, a Ioav house ol‘ mats, bamboos, and jiaiin- 
Icaws, with a higli-pilehed roof of grass. 

He stepped upon Lbe jelly. He was clad 
Minify ni flapping pajamas of civlonm* paN 
tern fenormous flowers with yedlow ])etals on 
JMhsagrceable blue ground) and a lliin c(jUon 
MiigleL with short sIcoa'cts. Jlis arms, bair 
In die efbuAv, Avere crossed on liis cbosl. Jlis 
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hhic’k hair !<)()k('<l as il’ i( had iiol ciil 

t'oi' a \'ery long Lilian and a ourly wist) ol’ il. 
s( rayed across Jiis fond i (‘ad. 1 Jiad lic'ard oJ' 

him al Singa])oi‘c: I had ftoard of him uii 
hoard; T had lieard of liiai <‘ar)y in llx' mo]'ii- 
iiig and iale a( night; I had hian’d of him a I 
(ifhii and al dinner; J had h('ar<l of liiin in a 
)>Iaee called Thdo lain I I'roni a half-cNisle 
genllenian llier<‘, who d('scri))cd l]inis('ir as 
ilic nianag(‘i‘ of a C'oal-rniiK'; M'liicli soiiiifi(‘d 
(■i\'ilij^ed and })j‘<jgi'(*ssi\’(‘ till yon heard lhal 
the mine could not ht* worked a I present 
hecaiise il was haimled hy some pai‘li<'iilarly 
alrocious giiosls. f had heal’d of him in a 
place called Dongola, in ihc IsIaiRl of (VIc'Ik'.s, 
wJien Lhe Hajah of llial lit ll(‘“known s(‘apoi‘t 
Omu can gel no aiK‘lH)rag<‘ thei’c in less than 
fifLeon falhonn which is (‘xlremely incon- 
eenient) came on hoard in a friendly way, 
vilh only Lwo allendants, and drank hoKle 
ifler ho L lie of soda- water on lhe aflcr-sk}'- 
igliL with my good friend and coniinaiuhw, 

-'aj>(ain C . At least 1 lieard liis name 

'islinctly jn’onotmced scn’eral limes in a lot 
r talk in ]\ralay language. Olu yes, 1 Jieard il, 
idle di.sLincIly — Almayer, Aimayer — and saw 

’ai>Lain C smile, wJiilc lhe fal, dingy 
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Hci.inli ;UKiihly. li(‘ar Ji j\I.‘il;iy iin ■ 

j.ili oii(ri.^lil is ji l■^l^(M^\pen(‘ll('<^ 1 

\(ni, .Vnd 1 oviM'liciii’d more <»!' Ahiio.s’- 
ci’A naiiK' amon/ 4 ' our deeic pas.seii^x'r.s (luo.sllv’ 
waudc'i'iui*' h’aders ol' .i*o()(l re])u(e) us Uie\' sui 
all ()\’('r llte sliip- — <’aelj num leueed roiiiid wtfli 
Ijiiiidlus and l)r).\os — on mals, on pillow's, on 
((iiills, ()?i hilloLs oi* wood, coiiAa'rsini;' oT I.sfutid 
alFairs. l^pon my word, I heard IIk' imifh'i* 
ol’ Aluiayer’s name faiiilly al, midiii^-fil ^ wlirh* 
iiiaki»]g' m.^' way ai'l }Vf)m I Ik* hridyv' lo look 
af IIk' {)alen( lall’rail-lo^' (inkling’ ils cpiarler- 
niiles in Ihe i^’real sil('ne(‘ (»!' Ilie ,s('a.. I don’I 


nusin (o say thal oiii* pass(Mii 4 '('rs <{reai)M‘'(l 
aloinl of Almayer, kni ii is indiihilahk^ (hah 
lw(j of lh(an al k'asi, who <‘ould no( sks'p. 
apparendy, aJid W(M‘e Iryiiii*' (o ehariM awa^y 
(he IroiiMo of insomnia hy a lidh* wliispeivd 
(alk a( dial {^hosdy hour, \ver(‘ rek'rrin^' iu 
MJm(‘ way or odier lo Almayer. 1 1 was 
really inipossi)>)e on hoard dial slii]> lo t^el 
away deiinilely from Almayer; and a. very 
Miiall Jinny (led uji forward and whiskiiij^- ils 
(•lil kiMde die galley, lo die -real, emharrass- 
nwnl of onr ('hiiianmn cook, was desliiHal for 
VImayer. \Mia( he wauled wilh a. pony 
.i^nodness only knows, sinee J am porfeelly 
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c’lM’laiii Ii(' could iiol rid(' il; l)iil Ik'tc' you 
have Llie man, anihilion.s, ainiiiii;' af <Im' 
i^'i’aiidiose, a pony, wlnn’cas in IIk' 

wliole seLllemcnl a I \vf)i<‘h lie ua('d lo sliala' 
daily liis impolcnl fist, liiere was only one 
pad] dial was jn-acl icahle Tor a pony; a 
(jiiarler of a mile al niosl, hedged in hy Iinii- 
di’ecLs of square leagues of ^drgif^ foi'csl. 
Bui who knows? dlie ini porta lion of UiaL 
Jhili {)ony migiiL Innm been part of sonu* (lee[> 
sc) leme, of some dijilonialie plan, t)f some 
hojicful intrigue. AVilh Al mayor one eoiihl 
never tell. lie governed his conduet by eon- 
sideradons reinovi'd from (lie obvious, by 
incredible assunij) Lions, wliich rendered Ids 
logie imjiencLrable Lo any reasonable person, 
r learned all Lhis Jateiu ThaL niorning, seeing 
die figure in ])a jamas moving in Lhc inisl, I 
said Lo myself, “TlniL’s the inan.^* 

He came ((uile close lo the ship's side and 
raised a harassed conn Lenaiice, round and 
llaL, wiLh iliaL curl of black hair over die 
Ijirehcad and a heavy, pained glance. 

“Good morning.” 

“Gooil morning.” 

He looked lia rd a( me: J was a new fai'c, 
having jusL replaced the (diief mate ho was 

1 .u.u 
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iU'c'U.sloiiipd lo sc{': niul 1 (lilnis * 
iiovoK.y tnspiivd hiiu, as (lungs 
wiih (locp'SoakHl niisLrusi. 

“Didu'l cKpacI you (ill lliis os’**'! 
i'(Mn;n’]v(Ml, siispifioiisly. 

r (lidii'l Know n’liy lin sliould O-'i 
u gg'i’ie vo{ ! , ! m 1 1 j o son mod U > ! >( ‘ - 
];.'iins lo ox])]nin lo liijn (lud, liax’iMA*' 
up (ho !>oa(‘on al iKo moulh oT {!io 
'I’oi'o (lark and (lio lido scun'ing, ^ 

was onahlod U) oix^ss (ho Ear * * 

ts iiolliing' ((} prcuvii L him goiiiig 
,TV a( nighl. 

“Captain C— — knou’S lliis ri\x‘i' 1 
uvii poc'koL/’ T concltidod, (liscnrsi\'t' ^ 
mg io got on tovms, 

“Rotter,” said Almay(‘r, 

Leaning' over (ho rail of the hndg<‘, I 
at Ahiiayer, who lookc'd doAvn al iirt' 

1 aggrieved Ihoiiglil. Ho slnifllod 
tile; ho M'ore straw slippers with 
a)lcs. The morning fog liad tliiekei r<‘<r 1 
;idorahIy. Evorylhing round us iirip)H‘< I 
lerrieks, Ihe rails, evcny single i’o[)(‘ n 
hip— as if a fit of orying had eonie nj><> 
inverse. 

Ahnayor again raised Ids head and, i* 
PR 
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.((‘(■{'ii (.s of ;i malt {i(*(Mis(<nn('(l lo lfi(‘ hnih'Ls 
(fl'c'Nii foi’l un(\ as!v<'(l, liardfy aiKlii)I,\’ 

”I snj)[)(),s<' you ha\'(‘n’l ^'ol .sucit ji IftiiijH as 
a pony on hoard? " 

r lold liim, alniosi in a \\liis|)<'j*, I’or ftt* 
altiuied my (‘omnnmic'a I ions lo liis minor 
llial wo had siio]i a lliiii^' as a jtony, and 1 
liinled, as ^'onlly as I ooiild, Ifial li(‘ was 
ooiifoundedly in I ho wa^>% (oo. I was \'('i*y 
anvions Lo ha\'(‘ him laitdod bol'oro I )H‘,<i;’an lo 
liandlo Iho cargo. Almayor r(miain<'<l look ini*' 
iij) a I me Tor a long while, will) iiiorodulons 
anrl mcJanclioly eyes, as Ihoiig'h il wore' nol 
a sale Lhing (o hcJicn’o in my slaLonionl. "I1iis 
])al]ic(ic misirnsi in I he i'tn'ourahle issm* of 
any sort of a/l’air loiicheci me deei)ly, and f 
added: 

“He (loesn'l. seem a ])i( the worse lor the 
passage. He’s a nice pony, (oo.“ 

Alniayer was nol to he cheered up; for 
all answer lie cleared Ids lliroal and looked 
tlown again al his feel. J tried Lo (dose with 
him on another lack. 

“By I said. “Aren’t yon alrnid of 

eatehiiig pneunnnda oi‘ hi’onehilis or some- 
thing', walking ahoiiL in a singlet, hi siieli a 
wel I'og.^’’ 


13.5 





II(’ wa.s itnl (o he pi'opil i?i led hy ;i sIkmv oT 
iiiliTcsl in In'! Ills answer w.ns ;i 

siiii^U'r “A'o IVar/’ as nnicli as (o ,sa,>' lii.'U 
!lia( ^^’a1^' of escape IVoni lnel<’jnen( lot'" 
t NIK' was closed lo him. 

’*1 jiisl came down . . ."lie in iinildc'ti . 

.-d ler a w'liile 

"WVII, IIkmi, now yon 're In're 1 will land 
dial pony for yon al oiic<', and you can li'ad 
him lioiiK'. f really don'l w'nni him on d<‘<-|<, 

I i<‘\ 111 llu' way." 

A hiiay<‘i- seemed doul)iriil. I insist'd; 

"W)iy, I wall jnsl swin^- him onl and land 
him on lh(' wharf ri^’lil in fronl of you. IM 
nmeh rallu'r do il hefou' I he Iialcla'.s an' o/f. 
Tli(‘ lilJle devil may jnni]) down lh<' hold or 
do •'onu' other di'adly lliin^’, " 

"d’here'sa lialler.?*" j)oslulal('d A)may('r. 

"Ves, of course Ilieiv’s a lialler." And 
vitlajiil wailin^>- any juorc I h'aned ovi'r lln' 
hrid,^e rail, 

S('i(ini', land J nan A)niay('r\s pon^‘." 

cooh hastened lo slinl the doin' of ifie 
^^alley. and a motnent later a oreal seijtih' 
lei^an on dock. The pony kicke<| wild e\- 
‘^ner^>y, the kalashes skipj)ed out of |I„. 
\M>y. the seraiiM- issued many orders in a 

itm 
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(•l•a(‘ke(l voice. Siiddc'iily I lie pony ](*;ij)('(l 
upon llio fore-halcli. Ills liUle liool's llnni- 
dcred 1 reniendoinsly ; lie i)hin^'(‘d a in I reared. 
He liad iossed Ids niime and liis foreloek into a 
stale of aauizing wildiK'ss, lie dilated Ills iios- 
li’ils, hi Is of foam fleelced his broad 111 (le ehe.sb 
Ills eyes hlawd. JJe v'as some tiling' mider 
(‘le\'ea liands; he ^vas fierce, terrible, aiipiy, 
warlike; lie said ha! Iia ! {listijictl.-s^; he ra^ed and 
lliuinped— and .sixtc'eii alde-bodied ka lasings 
stood round him like diseoneerf<’d nurses 
I'onnd a s])oiled and jiassionaie ehihl. Il<' 
whisked Ins tail incessant ly; lie arclicd his 
pretty neck; lie was ixu’feetly <lelfyhll’id; 
he was eharniini^'ly nan^'lity. Tlierc v'a.s not- 
oni atom of \aee in Llial perrornianee; no 
savage liaring of (eetli and laying baek of 
-ears. On the eonLJ•ay^^ he jirieked them foi“- 
wsird in a coniieall^A' aggressive maimer. Tl(' 
was totally tin moral and lovtible; ] would 
have liked to gi\a' him bread, sugar, earrols. 
But life is a stern thing an<l the sense of diit.v \ 
the only safe gnide. So I sleelctl my hear!, j 
and from my elevated position on the bridge 
1 ordered the men to fling themselves ujion 
him in a hody. 

The eldtady serang, emittijig a strtingc, in- 
W7 
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Mt’dculnU' rry, Hk' i !<’ w.m . .,ii 

{‘XCollcill pcK.V < n/l»p('|<'|,| , ,11 

Jind .'I nio(I('ivt((' n|niiiii 'I'li,' 

I'osl <?!' IIkmh in oik' yiv.'i I iirJi win >l fn-tvd Mi.'ij 
pDiiy. 'r]i<'y ItiMiy on l<> In-- cm % io iii> iii.inc. 
lo liis hiil; llnp Iny in fn'l(“^ ncin.s In. 
.-^('vrnlcnn in nil. 'I’Ik' cnipcnici. -.ci m,'; Hu. 
liook (if lli(' ('.‘ii'Cf) clt.'tin, IliMip liini -cH' on (Pu 
(op of I Ikmii. a .sn I isp'icl oi \ jic(( \ ()llic(.|, 

loo, bill fin .s( II ( I I. Il.'nc uio c\«-i li(>,‘iii| 
n liyh I -y(‘lto\\ , h'iin, .vmI, c.'miic'.I < 'Iiin;iiit;it) 
.s(iill('r in ridyin- biiiyli'.li flA w‘i,\ ui‘tc,|, 
iii(l(‘(’(l. fin nnuic llic ('iyli I ecu ( li ( cmild 
no( J^n(' llin pony ;il ;ill, Inif I'mni I ho '.wayiti!-, 
and li<ai\'ini; of lic,'i|) of imom I kneu 

(lull IIk'ix' was .sonicd fiiin; nli\<‘ iiooMc 

Ki'oni IIh’ U'liarl' a ( ni;i\ I'r li, 'idl'd, in ijiuivi'i 
loiK'.s; 

'“Oh, 1 N.'iy!" 


)M)ni‘<' !)(' slooi! 

Ik' 

not rid 

nol 

.oc 

u hal 

^\'as ^’oiiijO’ oil on dt 

rk. 

inih’,s,s 

, pen 

Imps 

, llir 

lo]>s of (Iin ninn’s la 

aid; 

lie ('( 

>nld I 

Ol l,\ 

hear 

the sc‘idll(', Ilin iitiyhly 

1 Inids', 

a', il‘ 

Ilto 

sliip 

worn b(Mn^’ Lnockcai i 

O pK'Cf'S, 

I lool 

koW . 

i\ ('!" 

“AYliai 





“Don’l l(d lIuMii 

Inv 

ak liis 


’ hn 

nil 


tivalnd in(\ plaiidivniy. 
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’Oh, lUJiisriiso J fJe's jill ri^^'hl ixnv. Hr 

liy [lial (iiiK' Ui(' {‘iit'ij.'()-c!iain had h('('ii 
liook(‘(l h) lh(‘ l)r()ad c'an\'as hall l■()nnd liu' 
jjoiiy's )j(Kly; (iio ka Iasi us s{)i'ai)j 4 ' o/T .siniul-- 
hineoiisly in all dii'ca'l ions, i-olliji.'’' ()\aM' (Ntch 
oIIhm'; and (In’' woi’lhy soi'aiiy, niakiny a dasit 
hchiiid (In' winch, / ni'iiod ihr sloain oji. 

“SU'ady!" 1 yelled, in yj'('al a|>])J'oln’nsion ol' 
.s('(‘iny llie animal siial<*h(’d uj> lo Hie very 
head (if llie dcnTiek. 

On lIu' wliajd jVlnia,\'er aljalTIed his slra^^'■ 
si i[)|)e rs uneasily. Tlu' raUfe of Hu^ wiiieh 
s(oj)|>ed, and in a lease, int])ivssi\a' silence^ 
tlial pony la'^an to swiny' across the deck 

How lini]) he was! J)ireetly he tel! hiniseir 
in tli(' air he relaxed eAvry nmscle in a most 
wonderful manner. His four hoofs kmjcked 
(oy(hlier in a huiK'li, his Iieacl hung down, and 
liis lail remained ]>eiident in a nerveless aiul 
ah.s(;hi((' iinmohilily. reminded me vividly 
>f the palhetie little .slicoj) wliieh hangs on 
he collar of the Ordei’ of the CJoldoji Fka'ce. 
had no idea dial anything in the slia])(' of 
t horse could he .so limp as that, either ^i^n*ng 
• r (lead. His wild mane hung down Iuinj>ily, 
mere mass of inanimate hor.sehair; his ag- 
139 
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nn.s,vi\’c' (‘iirs ll<•l(l ('oflapsod, l)iJl <‘is \\r \U'\\ 

mvm\ iiiK 

r Jill ;i,s(mI<‘ a'lc'niii i]i lii-"! (li’<'‘tniN * i»«»n 


vyc. A Ifiislw'orl Iiy 
] i\ jiii-\i()ifs <‘iti(} )iis 


{jiKt ri ('rni<*f.sJ ('!' 

nioii Ml < »ii Mu 


lu'oitd i-i'in, 'vns Mk' dt'i'fK 


•‘So! Thai iil (fo." 

'I'lie (iL'i'i'ick-luNui sfopjx'cl. ddu* La la si it"* 
lined ()i(‘ iviil. TIte I'ojx* ol IIk' Jinllaf’ liiin,*; 
IM'i'jx'iidicuIar and mol ioiiL's.s liLe a Ixdl pitll 
III IVoiil, of Alniayc*!'. I0\'('r,\'MriMA \\a.s’ vrr\ 
si ill, ] siig^L-’csUMl aiijicahly Mini Ih‘ .should 
ealcli liold of iIh' roj)(' and mind Ik* uas 

ahoLil, JJeyx[end(‘d a j)ro\'(>l': casual and 
superior Land. 

“Look Old. (hen! Lo\\'(*r a I" 

AlmaycJ* ^a Miered in IIk' ropi^ in I (>Ih\d<ad l\ 
hid wh(*n I Ik* pony’s liool's huu'hod 
(Ik* i\iiarl‘Le g'avi* way all a( on(*(’ lo a inoM 
fooli.sli ojilindsni. AVillioiil j>aMsiug\ wilh 
Old diinkiiig, alinosl wiMioid LioLiiig', ho <li' 
enf^agX'd (Lo hook .siiddi'idy rroin Mm* .sfiua. 
and die eargo-ohain, afli'r hilling I Ik* jkui^-'.s 
quarters, swung hack again, si iJu* sliif>’s .sidi* 
with a nui.sy, ral. Ming slap. I siippo.si' 1 mu.sl 


J40 
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l)link(Hl. I k]l()\^' I !iiiss('(l soincl Jx'- 
caiiso llio n(‘\i lliini;’ I saw nns AJiitayea' iyin^^' 
llnl on liis hiicls on IIjc jolly. JIo was alono. 

A.sLonisliiiioiil (lopri\’(a! im' of spc'crlj loir^i;' 
(o ^iv(‘ Alntaycr (ijiie lo ])i(*K ]iin)S(‘]i' 
lip ill a Jeisiiroly and painful man nor. d'lic' 
kalaslio.s liiiiiiLf tho rail all had llaar moiillis 
opon. 'TIk' niisl flow in tlu' Jigiil, ))ro(‘zo, ainl 
i( had conic ()\'cr (fiiiU* (hick onoiigli (o hidi' 

I he shore conpilelely, 

“flow on eaiili did yon nianage (o Ie( him 
g'cl aw'ay.^” I a ski'd, scandalizi'd. 

Alniayer looki'd inlo I he sniarfin^' jialin of 
his ri^'ld liand, hul did noL ansivcr my in- 
(piiry. 

‘AMicre do you tliink lie will ^cl lo.^" I 
cried. “Are lliei'e any fences anywhere' in 
Lhi.s fog',^ Can he holt iiilo (he fore.sl 
\VhaL’.s Lo lie done noiv?" 

A hnayer shrugged Ids .sliotddei'.s. 

“Stime of 1113' men arc siii'c lo be alioiil. 
Tlie,y will gel hold of liiin .sooner or la(er.“ 

“Sooner or later! Thai'.s all "I’cry fine, 
bill whal ahouL in,y canvas sling? — he’s ear- 
ried it olf. 1 want it now', at once, (o land twa) 
Chdcl)e.s cow’.s." 

Since Dongola w'c hud on board a jiair 
141 



A !’ I'. \ \ * *' ••' < <HM) 

1)1’ (In' pl'l'l 1,\ I'l.lHl! r.illl)' ill .!( I( 1 1 1 i( )[( 

(,) llx' jM)ii\ . "I ' ''I'lr (.)■ 

( Ix* 1 (in'-< lln',' l);n! In t'li \\ln.l\)n<> flx’ii 
plils illlo ll'<' ttllitM" (looi ul llx' “;illc\, I'hrsf 
(‘n\> s WHMX' nu( Inc Vhixt wx. lx )\\ (■\ rr, (|u'_\ 
invoiced (o Ixn Selim . Iik 

onvin.v. VlnxiUT’'' (lisicy.ird ot ni\ icximte 
ilK'iit.s w ;iN eoinplfl e 

“ li’ I \(>ii f uiMild li \ lo lind (np 

\vIuM*<' lie’s i',(HX\ ’ I iii-'C'Icd “Il.’idii'l \<xi 
holU’f eidl yniir men Inxellin ni m xiiel Idu.d'^ 
11(‘ will ill cow liitll^'eir (low ri .i Ixl eitl III ^ Ivtu-es 
lie may (’V(‘ii hceak a l(‘.'•. >oii Know 

Hul Al(iia\ <‘i‘. pliiM.'xal ill ;d I -I I. 'I cit'd I lion;- III , 
(lid iiol MM'in lo wall! Ilia I (hmin aii_\ iitmc 
Ania/ed al (Iiis Midden indl/loi'eiiee. I Iniiied 
ail iiands mil on sixicc lo liiinl loc liini on iti_\ 
own accoinil. oc, al aii\ lalc, lo Iniiil jdi ||je 
(•,‘in\'as sliiii; wlnVIi lie liad loinid Ins lH)d\ 
Tli(' wlioli' cccw ol' lilt' sleaiiiei, \\i(I) ||x‘ 
(‘\'c(‘])l ion ol’ lirciiN'ii and on nnjeei s, in>In'd n|) 
llx' jel l,^ , pasi llie I lion;'.li 1 1 n I \lnia\(*i. aixl 
vanfsix'd rrmn ni\ ■.lalif. d’lie while hiy 

.swallowi'd llx'in np: and a'S’iin llx'ie was a 
(l(H‘p sih'ix'c llial seenx'd lo t'vlend loi miles 
lij) and down I lie slreain Si ill laeilnrit, 
A)inny(‘i’ .slacpai lo einnii im lio.iid, and I 

I (■’ 
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wcMil down I'rotn (li(‘ io mn'l liini on 

I lie aFt<‘i’-(leck. 

‘A\\)iil(l yon iniiu) IIk^ <*jil)(aiii 

I wall! (o .s(‘(‘ liini very jiarlieiilarly?" lu' 
asked me, in a low lone, lei liny liis ('yes si ray 
all over IIk' jdaee. 

'A’ery I will yo and see." 

AVilli I he door ol* iiis ('all in \vi(l(' ojm-ii, 
Cajilain C— . jnsi liacki’roin llu' ha (li-room, 
hiy and hroad-ehe.sled, wnis jirnsliiny his 
I hick, dainj), iroii-yray liair wilh Uvo laj'ye 
brn.slies. 

Alnniyer (old tne he ■(van Led La see 
you very jiartienlarly, sir.” 

Saying I hose w'ord.s, I smiled. I don’t know 
why r smiled, ex;eej>t ilia I it .seemed abso- 
lutely imjiossible lo mention AlmayeiAs name 
wilhoui a smile of a sorl. Tt had no[ to be 
neee.ssarily a tnirllifnl smile. Turning' his 

bead toward nu', (hiptain C smiled. Loo, 

rather joylessly. 

“The ])ony got away Irom him — clir^” 

“Yes, sir. He did.” 

“Where is he?” 

“Goodness only kiioAVs.” 

“No. ] mean Alniayer. Let him ctmiO/ 
iloiig.” 
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A r K so A’ A I. !■' ( ' ( ) K’ I) 


TIk' ('.'ipir'iln’s sl.'th'room npcMMi" stiviinl 
on (l{‘(‘k ini(l('r lli<‘ Inidpc, J nnK | 

beckon iVoni 1 Im‘ (io(H'\\ ,-i,\ h* Momu'i. \\|| 
iind r('nwn'M('(l nl’l , willi (l<o\rir;i-i ip on (|, 
very wInmv / b.'td !('(’( Imn lie 
iip moodily, sImk)Iv ii.’in<b-, ;Mjd ,i( oin 
permission |o .sltnl I lie onbin < !< im 

“1 .‘I slot; |ti Icll \\(>r 

(he Iasi words I li('ni’d. d'lio Inllnnc^s ,) 
'one w as naiia rkable 

T wen! au'a;’ IVoiii (hr doDi', oj' ( oiio,(> 
a* !][(' nioiiKMil I liatl no ciru mm bo,j|,| 
ily (li(‘ diinanian ea rpen (ei , wifli .t fan\;i> 
linn;>' round his las'k nntj n intiitmer ii 
ais hand, roamed aboni (In' mipl; d('( hs. 
knoekinr;' out tin' u'edi^es of llio ha lobes :iinl 
droppin,n' llaaii in(o (he ban ( o)i'.(a( n I ioiisb 
fbnn'np nolhiii^' lo do I joined out (\\o en 
^'inee rs a( (In' dooi' o| (he enpme ttxrin, f( 
A\as near bri'alJasl-l inu', 

"ll('’s (nrned np earl,\ , Inoat’l In*: " eoiii 
nienUal (Ik' second (’npiiii'er, and >/m|e,( in 
Jilhu'en t jy, lb* \\’a s an a bsl e n 1 1 r i n ■> 1 1 1 , t n , wi ( (i 
‘ S'ood dineslion and a placid. ieas,in,fldo \ teu 
1 ill(' e\’en w'laai hnii^'ry. 

‘dc\sd’ I stiid. “Slinl np uilli I bo old 
HH. Some Yrry parllenlar bn.^iness.” 
lU 
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“lie will spill liini a cliinnu'd (.mkIIoss 
yarn,” ohservi'd (lie eh ief 

11(‘ sinilnd nil Ik m* soitrly. Hc' v\as dysjx'p- 
lic, and sidlVrcKl I'roiu ^’iiiiwin^' Iinn^vr in I In* 
nini'iiin^'. Tiio ,s<‘(‘c)nd sniiK'd broadly, a ,smil<' 
dial made I wo ^’^’l'li{‘aJ I'old.s (jji Ills sliavoii 
c'lici'ks. And I sniilc’d, loin bill I was nol 
(*\a(‘(ly amnsc'd. Fn flial man, whost' nanu' 
apparonlly could nol iilUnaal anywlKax^ in 
lli{‘ iMalay Arclii])cIa^o willioul a sniib', (Ikm’c 
was nolliiii'^' anuisiii^' ^vllaU‘^'cl^ ddial niorn- 
iii^’ he brcaki’asled wilh us silently, looking* 
mostly inlo Ids euj). I iid'oi'ined him dial 
my men eanu' ujioii Ids ])oii;^' eap('riri^*' in lli<‘ 
l‘o^‘ on llu' veiy brink of die ei^bL-Fool-deej) 
M'ell in wldeli he kej}( Ids store of (juKah. 
The eo\an' was oil*, witli no one near l)y, and 
die wIkjIc of my cr(‘w jnst missixl ?^'oii]<^' heels 
oA'er ]i(‘ad inlo dial heaslly hole. Jnrimuitli 
Jlam, oil]' hesi cjiiarLeianasLer, defi a I Fine 
needlework, he who mended I lie ship's flag’s 
and sewed bn dons on oin* coats, was dfs- 
alded liy a kick on the shoulder. 

liotli remorse and gratilude seemed for- ] 
cign lo Almaycr’s eliaraelor. Ho mumbled: 
“Do you mean dial pirate fellow?’’ 

'‘What pirate fellow? TJic man has 
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been ill llie sliii) eli \'(‘n years," 1 said, indig- 
nauLly. 

“iL’s liis Jeoks," Alniayi'r mill I {‘red, foi' all 
apology. 

The sun liad ealen iij) (lie Tog. From 
where we sal under (lie afler-awiiing we eouid 
see in tlie dislaiK’e I1 k‘ Jiony (i<‘d nj), in IVoiil. 
of Alniayer's house, lo a jiosi of I he vei'aii- 
da. We were sileiil Tor a long lime. All 
al once Ahnayer, alluding- ('\'id('njly lo Ihe 
subjecL of Ids eonver.salion in I lie cap Iain’s 
cabin, exclaimed anxiously across (h(‘ Lahlc: 

“1 really don’l know whal 1 can do now!” 

Caplain C— {)nly raised his (‘yel)r{)\vs 
at him, and got up from his chair. W(‘ dis- 
jicrscd (o our dnlies, hnl Almayer, half 
dressed as la* w'as in his crelomie jaijamas 
aial the Ihin col (on singlef, remained on 
board, lingering near the gangway, as Ihough 
lie could nol make up his mind whellier lo go 
homeorstay with us for good. Onr (’hinamen 
boy.s gave him .side glances as llu'y went lo 
and fi-o; and Ah Sing, our chief sleward, (lie 
liandsomesL and mo.sl .sym])a( belie of (dilna- 
len, catching my eye, nodded knowingly a I 
is burly back. Tii llie coui’se of Lhe moru- 
ag I approached him for a moment. 
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“ iM i‘. Alniaycr," 1 addrosst'd him, 
CNisily, “you liavoiri started on your lettei's 
A'el.” 

AVe liad hrouj^'ht liini his mail, and he had 
liold the huudle in his liaiul eec'r siiieo we got 
lip from breahlasl. (Fe gianc'ed at it when 
I spoke, and I'oi’ a moment It looked as ii‘ 
he were on the point of ojaaiing his fingers 
iind letting the whole lot fall overboard. I 
1 >eheve he was temjjtod to do so. I shall 
never forget Lhal man afraid of his letters. 

“IbnT' you l)een long out from hurope?” 
\ le asked me. 

“ Mol very. Not ([uile eight months,” I 
fold him. “I left a shi]> in Samarang with a 
hurl back, aiul have been in Lhe hospital in 
Singaj)ore .some weeks.” 

He sighed. 

“Trade is very bad here.” 

“Indeed!” 

“Hopeless! . . . Sec these geese?” 

With the hand holding the let lers lie pointed 
out to me what re.si'iubhal a jiateli of snow 
C'reej)ing and swaying across tin* distant jiart of 
Ills (‘ompouud. It disappeared behind some 
hnslies. 

“Tlu' only geese on the hast Coast,” Al- 
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“AVt'll, I niiisl he oil'/’ 1 k> ])urs( oiil, liur- 
ru'dly. “So l()ii.i*’!” 

Al llie nioMU'iil of sleppiiiii over the 
\v;iy Ik' cheeked himself, Lhoiigli, to i^ive me 
M mmuhled iiivilatioii lo dine at liis house 
Uial ('veinn<^ with my captain, an invitation 
^^ldch I accepted. 1 don’t lliink it could 
have Ik'ch j)ossll)le for me to refustv 

1 lik(' the worthy folk who will talk to you 
ol' tlu' (‘M'rcise of free-will, “at any rale foi' 
practical imrposes.” lA’ce, is it? I"or prae- 
I ic*al piiri)os('s ! Bosh! JIow could 1 have re- 
fiis('d to dine with that man? 1 did not refuse, 
.^imi)Iy hecaiise I conlil not refuse. C'urios- 
ily, a healthy desire for a change of cooking, 
common chvilily, the talk and the smiles of 
the ])revious twenty days, every condition 
of my existence at tliat moment and place 
made irresistll)ly for acceptance; and, crown- 
ing all that, there was the ignorance — the 
igmoi'aiiee, 1 say — the fatal v'aiit of fore- 
knowledge to eounlerhalanee these impera- 
tive (Conditions of the i)roblcm. A rehrsal 
would have apj^eared perverse and insane. 
Nobody, unless a surly lunatic, would have 
i’(‘fuse{i. Bill if I had not got to know Al- 
iiiay(‘r jirclly well il is almost certain there 
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is sonml ii II ii; iiof lo lie disMornsI in Ihis 

world, ihil if wo i'\ci nirol in llio l'‘,l,\ simi 
1M('1(1 s wIk'IH' I cMiinol dopu i linn lo 1113 soli' 
ollu'l'wiso llinii .'illoiidod in llm dtsinnoo 1»\ 
his (look of r,0(‘s(' liunK s.toiod lo .liipilor) 
mid lio ;iddi’os,s('-, m<’ In llu' --lillnoss of Mud 
pjissioii loss ioyjoii, noillioi' liylil iioc d;i rk iioss, 
li('ttii(‘i' Sound iior silotn cn nnd ho;i\iiiy, oitd 
h'ssly w'idi hillow \ niisi , I’rotn llio impii lp;il ik* 
mull il ink's ol' Mm 'w^nlnl^lly domi, I lltink I 
know wind nnswoi* lo nntkr 
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r would say, al'lor lisleiiiiig couriooiisly to 
(Ii(‘ innuhniling lone ol' his nioasured roinon- 
sh’Miices, whicli sliould iu>[ dislurh, (jf coiu'se, 
I he s(denin eleriiiL.y of sLillness in the least — 
1 would suy some thing' like this: 

‘‘It is true, Almayer, that in Lho world 
hedow r hav(‘ eonverLed your name to my 
()\A'n uses. liuL that is a very snudl larceny. 
\^’hat^s ill a name, 0 Shade? Jl’ st) much of 
.^"ollr old mortal weakiies.s clings to you yet 
a.s to make you feel aggrieved (it vas the 
iic)lt‘ of your earthly voice, Almayer), then, 
I entreat yon, seek speech without delay 
with our sublime fellow-Shade — with him 
who, in his transient existence as a poet, 
C'oiumented uj)on the smell td* the rose. lie 
\sdll comfort you. Von came to me strijiped 
of all ])resLige by men’s {|ueer smiles and the 
disr(‘si>eetful chatter of every vagrant trader 
id the Islands. Your name was the common 
projicrty of the winds; it, as it were, floated 
naked over the waters about tlie equator. I 
wrapped round its imhonoured form the royal 
mantle of the trojiics, and have essayed to 
])ul into the hollow sound the very angui.sh 
of ])aternity — feats which you did not de- 
mand from me— bill remember that all the 
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I( is willi soine siicli wonls Iranslaiecl 
ill 1 () I lie projKM’ sliiidowy expressions tliii I 
I ciiii ])r{'])nv('(l Lo pineale AlinayiM' in tlie 
I'vlysian Alxxle of Sliacles, since il lias come 
Ic) pass tlial, luivin<>’ ])arle(l many yeai's ago, 
\vv ai'c never (o uiceL again in Lliis world. 


1 / 5 :; 



\ Till'! (Mi’ccr 111 llir iiio'.l Nil III ('i'ar\ (if 
w ri I ('I''', in I Ik ' '^(■11 ‘-.c ( ii.i I 1 1 1 ci a i \ a 1 1 1 1 n I ion 
had ii('\(“i (’ll((‘l'(■d IIk' wiN'Iddf Itis iiiiai.'. 
iiialioii, (lu‘ coitiiii,", iiihi ('Ms|(’iK'(‘ (il IIk' 
l)(uik is (|iiil(' an iin'\| dical lit' ('\<'nL in my 
(luii case I caiiiKil (race il hack hi an S' niciilat 
or j)sy<‘linloi;K 'a I caiiso which one could poinl 
oill and hold lo. 'The yu'alcsl of iny ipl’Is 
heinj^ a coiisii III 11 la I (' ca pa elks hn doiin; iiolh- 
in;^, I caniioi (wcii pond lo hoi'cdoin as a 
ralioiial sliinnins for lakim; up a pen. 'TIk* 
jM'ii, al any rai<‘, wa^ llim'i', and llicic is iiolli- 
iii^; w’omh'i'fnl in I ha I. I'iscrshods kei'p.s a 
p(Mi (llie cold shad of oiir das-^l in Ins looni.s. 
ill I his eiiliyjilcned aye "I penn,\ 'da nips and 
lialfpminy pnsi eaids. in I'acI, lliis was lh(‘ 
('poeli wIk'Ii hy iiK’aiis ol posh aid and pi'ii 
Air. (Jladsloiie had made Ihc icpiilalioii of a 
iiosad or Iw’o, And I. loo, had a pen rolling 
ahold .soiiK'W lu'i’c llie seldom Used, (In' re- 
hielaidly laKeii np pen of a sailoi ashore, liu' 
pen rnyy«'(l ssilh Ihe dried ink of ahaiidom’d 
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fil IcMitpls, of iinswcM’s (l(‘lay('(l longci' (Imn cle- 
(H'licy ])(M’niilU‘{|, of lollers begun willi infinite 
T'(‘liie[niic‘e iuul pul oil' siHlrlenly till next day 
— I ill next week, as like as lud ! The neglected, 
iiiK'aredd’or ])en, Hung away at the sliglitesl 
j)r()voc*alioii, and under the stress of dire 
iun*(‘ssiLy hunted for wilhouL enthusiasm, in a 
perfuiidory, grumjiy worry, in the “Where 
llu' dcAul f,s lh(‘ beastly thing gone to?” nn- 
grueious siiiril. Where, indeed! Ft inighl 
liin'c be('u reposing beliind the sofa for a day 
oi’ so. My landlady’s anemic daughter (as 
Olhmdorlf would luive expressed it), though 
c'oinmendably neat, had a lordly, careless 
luji liner of apiiroachiiig lier domestic duties. 
Or it mighl even be resting delicatclj" poised 
on its point by Ihe side of the table-leg, and 
when ])i(‘ked U]) show a gaping, ineflicient 
beak which would have discouraged any man 
of literary instincts. !5ut not me! “Never 
mind. This will do.” 

() days without guile! If anybody had told 
mo tlieii that a devoted household, having 
t\ gen (‘rally exaggerated id(‘a of my talents and 
imjiortance, would be put into a state of 
Irc'inora.nd Hurry by the fuss I would make 
booause of a suspicion that somebody had 
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siiilk'. IN’rli;i|)s, li.'id lli.’tl mmk’ oI Iho liilm, 
;i IVii'iid, I should l(;i\o Ikm n so('rcli\ 
s.'iddiMM'd. “AI.'is!” I would h;i \ o lhoii,"|i( 
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h(‘.‘i\'('ti ilsi'ir, blow ill'; w ln'ro i( li.lolh, dor' 

' so iliidor IIk' proplii'l iis’i I iii;i ii;i'',citiritl of (hr 
liK'l ('nrolo;.;i(';i I offici’, bill w Ik'Io llir sn I’rl 
of liiltiuMl ii(';tii s (‘<'tii)iol br o;ipl (M'rd b\ pi \ tii<( 
or pi'Ji i( w;is iiiliiiit(d\- iiion' likrK tlml 
Nil' s;t iK'sl of iny fririids shou Id nil i .r I hr I'rnii 
of iiioipii'iil, injidiK'ss lliiiii lh;i( I slundd linn 
in lo .‘1 w ri|('r of |;i ir.s. 

'bo siir\’('y w ilh wmidor I lu' rh;in"r'. of oiir\ 
owni .s('ff is ji f;is('iti;i I iii'i piii’siiii foi idk* hoiii 
d'li(' (irid is so W idl', I lir Sll I’pl is(". ,( I \ ;i j |r,h 
lli(' siibji'cl so lull o( itiiproh I ;ibl(' bill ( iirioiis 
hill I s ;i s I o 1 1 1 (* w oi’k o i 1 1 1 tsi s 'i i I on ■< * .. I h> 1 1 our 
dorsnol wssiry (‘jisily of i(. I nm lu.i ,prKkiii;i 
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()1‘ nu'jO'nloma nines wlio resl unensy midei* 
llu' crown ol' llunr unbounded eoneeil—wlio 
!•<'}» lly never resl in Ibis vorld, nnd when out 
ol' il ^'o on fretliiif^' nnd riiniii]^ on llu' si rail- 
(MU'cl eireuinslnnees of their last hnbitnlion, 
wlu-re nil men nnisl li(' in obscure ecjunlity. 
Nbdlluu’ am I Ihiiiking’ of those ninbilious 
minds wbo, always looking forward Lo some 
aim of ag'grnndizemenl, can spare no time for 
a del ached, impersonal glance u])on them- 
selves. 

And lhabs a pily. They are unlucky. 
'V\n \se two kinds, together Avilh the much 
larger band of the totally uniniaginalivCj 
of those iinfor lunate beings in whose empty 
and unseeing gaze (as a great French Avritci 
lias put it) “the whole universe vanishes into 
]>hink nothingness,” miss, perhaps, the true 
la.sk of us men whose day is .short on this 
earth, the abode of conflicling opinions. The 
(‘1 Ideal view of the universe invoh^es us at 
la. si in so many cruel and ab.su rcl contradic- 
tions, where the last ve.stiges of faith, hope; 
eliarily, and even of reason itself, seem readj 
lo [lerish, that T have come to smspect thal 
the* aim of creation cannot be ethical at all 
1 would fondly believe that its object is purely 
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Iu the riiioliinr, r.diril miiI i.f Mir drrp 
I'licirrlril l)_\ Iln- liMiiii ni<-ii I ol d;u who.r 
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iiifiiiilo miinlx'i’s and awful dislanoas may 
move' us Lo laug’lilor or (ears (was iL (he 
^Valrus or the C'ari)eiil('i', in (he poem, who 
“■wopl to see sueh (juaiiLilies of sand*’?), or, 
again, lo a pro 2 :)erly sLceled heart, may maUer 
iiodiiiig a( all. 

Th(' casual qiioLalioii, wdiicli had suggested 
ilself oul of a i)o('m full of mcril, leaf Is me 
If) remark thal in (lie coneeplion of a purely 
speclacular lmi^'erse, \vhere inspiration of 
f'very sor( has a ralional exisLence, the artist 
of every kind finds a natural place; and among 
Idieiii (In; ])oe( as llie seer par excellence. Even 
Lhe writer of ])r()se, who in liis less noble and 
more loilsoine task should he a man with the 
sleek'd heart, is worthy of a place, providing 
lie looks on wilJi undimmed eyes and keeps 
laughter out of his voice, let who wdll laugh 
or cry. A"es! Even he, the prose artist of 
fiction, which after all is but truth often 
dragged out of a well and clothed in the 
painled robe of imagined phrascS“-even he 
lias Ins ])lacc a.mong kings, demagogues, 
priesls, charlatans, dukes, giraffes, cal )i net 
minislers, Eabians, bricklayers, apostles, ants, 
s(‘ieii lists, Kafirs, soldiers, sailors, elephants, 
lawyers, dandies, microbes, and constellations 

lat) 
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Is sndicic'iil I'oi' iiK' U) sity (and I am saylni*' it at 
soiiH' Imim'lli ill iliese pagi's) : ,/'a/ vriL \ lia\'<.' 
(‘\isU'(!, oiisciiiv ainoug the \\ond(M's and 
{(‘I'foi's oT iny lime, as [h<‘ ARhe Sieyes, the 
ori.u’iiia I ul leivr oF Liu* (iiioled woids, had 
luana.m'd lo cxisi through llu‘ violences, llu' 
erinu's, and the eiiLliusuisms oF Llie Jdviieli 
iievohil ion. J'di racUy as I a])])reliend most 
uF us manage Lo exist, missing all along the 
\'ai‘i(sl Forms oF de.sLrueLion by ahair's-hreadlh, 
■saving my body, LhaL\s clear, and pei'haps my 
■sunl also, biiL uol wiilioiiL some damage Ikm’o 
and there Lo Llie fine edge of my conscience, 
I hat heiidoom of Llie ages, of the raee, of the 
grouj), of Lhe Family, colourable and plasLic, 
Fashioned by llie words, lhe looks, the acts, 
and cv('n by Lhe silences and absLeiitioiis 
surrounding one’s childhood; tinged in a 
eoin])l(de s(dienie of deU(‘aLe shades and crude 
colours by lhe inheriled traditions, beliefs, or 
l)rejndi(‘e.s-“- unaccoiuiLable, despotic, persua- 
sive, and often, in its texture, romanlic. 

And often romanlic! . . . The matter 

ill hand, however, is Lo kcej) these reminis- 
cmiees From turning inlo coiiFessions, a form 
of liti'rary aelivily discredited by Jean Jacques 
Honsseau on account ol the extreme thorough- 

1()1 
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MC<- lie I Hull "111 tu lln‘ Will) III |l I ,1 I i'\ 1 11'* llii- 
uw n ('\i‘.|('n(r )ui lli.il ik )i w.i. )ii. |)iii|hiM 
I i;i 1( >.t 1 >)\ . <'\ (’ll ■‘iii>>l\. \i ililc 1(1 ,111 III) 

r\ <• I'llll tlirli \ (111 ,cc, j||(> |||;i|| 

w .IS nul .‘I w 1 1 1 1'l III til I lull I l( w ,1 ,111 .11 1 |i> 

niuivilisL .IS I. cIi'.iiIn ( I(’ii ii hi 1 1 .1 i (‘( i li\ tij^ 
;iniii\ (‘rs;ii tr . In iii" i c)") h .i t ci ] with m.-i i Ivi'd 

cnipliiisU' )»\ llic ill II . (*1 iln I'M HI I It luwulii 
hull, wliiuli w.ts Hill ;i I )( lilt KM i Mil i\ I iik'mI ;il 
,h11, lull ii ".umI ihiIIhii -i ul mui.ilit\ Ih- h.-i,) 
iiu iiii;i;'Mt.i ) lull, .1 < I III' iiiu i I .1 .ii.'i) jii'i II .,i| of 
'' ImhiIu’ will I H u \ <■ i ic W.I . IM I liu \ I'll , W I lose 
llrst \ii'ti|c Is iliu cx.ii I iiihIi'I 1 ;tii(li ir; ul' llic 
iiiitil.s Ir.Hccd li,\ llic iu.h1i1\ ul In . tiiiiu lu lliu 
))I.H\ of Ills iii\ uni lull, in [Hi'.i I lull umiikm I'luin 
I liu u.Hi I It, will! li li.i . ;i |).i'-l ;i 111 .lui \ , .1 till lire, 
nu) I'ruin liiu < uM nnd nnniid.iMu liu;i\rn. 
A wi'iU'i' <*1’ i\ u pKtu uwtn inuru 

llniu iin_\ ulliuf soil Ilf .nil I* s(;ind ■ cun 

I'l'ssi'd in Ills wuiL^ Ills cull ( uHicc, lu'- 
deeper sense ul' llini"., Inwlid nnd nidawrid, 
f'i\'<'s linn Ills alhinde liet’uie (lie wutid 
Indeed, e\ ei \ uni' \\ liu [iid > pen lu paper 
lur lin' readni" ul s(i.in"ei. lunle.. a nnnal 
isl, wliu. ",(‘iK'i.dl\ 'pea Kin;*, li.i > nu i uii 
seietiee e\eepl I lie i me lie i . .i I p.i n i > ( u pi uduee 
lor IIm* ns<' ul’ uIIm’I’s) < ati spmdv ul nulli 

lit ' 
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iiio' else. 1 1 is I\l, AnaLoh' l^'ranco, llic most 
t'i()(|iu'n( and jusl of Krencli prose-wrilors, 
wlio says that wo inusl rooi^m'tiize al Iasi tluiL, 
“railing’ I ho rosolulion lo liold our ])oa(‘ 0 , wo 
can only lalk of onrsolvos." 

This remark, if I roinoinhor rightly, was 
iua(l(‘ in llio oonrso of a s])aj'ring inaLoli witli 
tiu' lat(‘ lAn'diiiand Hrnnolioro o\or the prin- 
oij)los and rnlos of litorai-y oriLi<'isni. As was 
filling for a man lo whom wo owo the mom- 
ora)>lo saying', “'Tlio gootl or i lie is he who 
r('laU‘s llto advonlnros t)f his soul among 
inasl(M’pio(*(\s,” INI. AnaLolo h'ranco main- 
lainod Ilia I lhor(‘ wore no rules and no priii- 
cijih's. And that may ho V('ry Irue. Kulos, 
principles, and standards die and vanish ovoiy 
day. Perhaps they are all dead and vanished 
hy I his lime. Those, if over, are I ho bravo, 
free days of doslroyod landmarks, while the 
ingenious minds are busy inventing the forms 
of the lU'W beacons which, it is consoling to 
think, will be set up ])i'eseutly in the old 
])laces. Hnl what is interesting to a writer 
is lh(‘ ])ossesslon of an inward certitudt' that 
liU'rary eriliclsm will never die, for man (so 
N’ai’ionsly defined) is, before everything else, 
a (‘rilicnl animnb iVnd as long as dislin- 
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^'in,s1i('(l niiiids ;ii‘(' Im IpjI i( m ([(,. 

spi ri I ( )l 1 1 Ip 1 1 ,'i ( 1 \ ( ' 1 1 1 1 M I ' 1 1 1 ' I . M \ < M h ( ■) ,t 1 1 

‘^Ii.’tll li* 11'. jll Mm' I 1 1,11 ill 

wi.sdom ol’ ;t fold l.di' "I pci dn.d c\ 

p(‘i’i(‘ii(‘(', 

I Id) I' lOiiidi^IntK'ii (df )('( ),i 1 1 \ , Ml .d) I lie i.Kc, 

I of I lie (‘itrl li, .'t l.'i"'!' , .1 M \ 1,1 , li 1 1 .ilvdi 

ill iiii ;i()\'enl iin MIS sjniil ,Mi|iiiM llic inciii 

of reilNIliei'. Hill I lie ei i ( ic . ,i ,i i ii|i r\|ii))|( 
hill 111 ll(' of an ;id\ eii I iii’mh pn il d'lir\ 
i‘tK(' ri.sLs, ())' cMii i-si' Ml U' cai I 1 1 . 1 M 1 1 \ Ini' w i ( || 
Mil I Ita I . 'Tlie d.ii l\ I m rai J i < n ci | < mi j jn 

IS (flow <'i’ .spariiic(\ ) wilh ,i pun h ol' ;dl 
(Mliet'wise oiH' wiaild ei'l ck K o| llir ilirl oiir 
prays lor, and ih;il wmild Im mmI tadv nn 
J)rop('r, ImiI illlpKMIs, I''imiii iinpiclv ol' tli;il 
or any oIIkm’ kitnl sa\(' u^' \o idc,d ol' m 
.s('r\'ed niaiiliei', adliered lo ('lom ,i m n .o of 
pro))ri(’t i(\s, IVoni ,sli_\ m ■‘-.s, pet Imp >, or imu 
lion, or siiiiph fi'oin \\c.ji)M( , tinliici',, { 

sns[)('(‘t, ,s{)iii(' wrlh'rs of (’iilai m lo conceal 
lli(' ad\’('nl iiroiis sid<' rt]' I lici i < ,‘i lliic'. .on 1 (lien 
I Ii(' crii ieisni iM'contcs n i m i c ‘ iiol i( i ;o, 
il \v(‘r(‘, lli(‘ r(’lalion of a |oiiiin \ wIicm iiolji 

iiip l)iil llh' di.siatici's and Iln lo'o o) ,i 

IK'W eoiiii I I’y .sitoii Id I le .sol ( I o \\ n , 1 1 1 c ; d 1 1 1 1 psc . 
ol ,stranp(‘ hi'asts, ilu' dnnp.eie o| ||(M)i| .md 

liil 
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(ioM, llic liairhivadlli oscajjos, ami tlio siif- 
lVriuf:;’s (oli, llic suH'oriiios, loo! I liavc^ no 
(loul)l of [lie siiU'enno’s) of the Iravellca' heiiij^ 
(airi'hilly k('i)t oui; no shady sjiol, no rnniful 
|)iaMl Ixnii^’ (‘V(‘r nundloned eillior; so Dial 
llu' wliole ])erl‘orniaiiec looks like a mei'e h'al 
(>r aii;ilily on llie ])ai'l of a Irained pen runniiij^ 
ill a desiM’l, A cruel spt'clacle — a inosl de- 
j>loi'al)!e advi'ulure! “Idle," in ihe woi'ds 
ol* an imniorlal thinker ol\ 1 should sa\’, 
Uncolic orii^in, hul whose pcrishahle name is 
lost to lh(‘ worshi]) ol' ])oslei'ily— “lliV is 
not all heel’ and skillies." Neither is llie 
writing ol* novels. It isii'l, really. Je rm/.v 
(/(HiHC- ma parole (I'hoaaeKr IhaL it — is — iioik 
Not all. 1 am thus emphatic hccause some 
years ago, I remember, the daughter of a 
gameral. . . . 

Sink leu re vela lions of llie ])rofane world 
must have come now and then to hermits 
111 their cells, Lo the cloistered monks of 
middle ages, lo lonely sages, men of science, 
r(d‘ormcrs; the revelations of Ihe world’s 
.sii])erhcial judgmenl, shocking to the souls 
eoiu'en trated upon their own bitter labour in 
the can.se of sanctity, or of knowledge, or of 
lem])eraiicc, let us say, or of art, if only the 

165 
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u!'( of craekiiii”’ jokos or playii^i*' I ho HiiU'. 
Anti llid.s (In’s -^’('iiorars {•Ian^lil('r ('aiiK' (o itio 
— or I sh(jukl say oiio of (lio ^’(Mioi'ar.s da uyh I I'l-s 
did. There wvvc throe of IIk'sc* ))a(‘)i(dor 
ladies, of j]ie(dy ^^’raduated af*'(\s, who lj<'!d a 
neif'lihoiiriii^M’arnidioiise in a unidal and niort' 
or less military <)eoii])alion. d'iie (‘ld(\s( w/irred 
against (h(‘ decay of inaiuKM's in (hc‘ v’ilfag'o 
eloJcIrcny and exa'cnled fron(a) a ( larks upon 
the \^iJJag'e mot Inn's for (he Coinjin'sl of coitr' 
<'sie,s. Jl sounds fuLih', hiii il uas a war 

or an idea. ‘^Du' se<*o}id sklrntislunl and 
routed all over l!u' <'omilry; and il was (hat 
on(' who jmslied a r(‘connaissanr(‘ right to iny 
^'ery (ahl{> — T mean the one who wore* stand - 
Uj) collars. She \\’as I’cally C'a fling n[>c)n fn\’ 
vife in llie s(d‘l spirit of aflernooit fj-j(ni<lli^ 
ness, hut ]i hei’ usual niarl ial d('l (u’ui uia I ion . 

marched into niy j'ooni swinging' her 
‘'^hvk . . . hut lu) — J mustn’t ('Saggerate. 
n is not iny sj)eeitdly. lam not a lumiorislir 
wrilei', Jn all soherjuvss, I lion, all I am c(“r- 
tain of is lliat sin* liad a slick to swing, 

ditcli or wall (*ncoinj)a,ssed my ahode. 
i he window Avas open; the (h)or, too, stood 
open to that Ijcsl friend of m.y woi'k, lln* 
warm, still smishhic of the wide fields. TIio^^ 

lfl(» 
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lay around me infinilcdy lielpl’iil, hul, Irulli 
lo say, 1 had iiol known I'or weeks whether 
the sail slioiie upon tlie eai'tli and whether 
the si ars al)o\n‘ still moved on llieir appointed 
eoiii'ses. I was JiisL then i^’iving iij) some 
<lays of my alio Lied ,s])an lo I ho lasL eh a piers 
of llie iiov(‘l “Noslromo,” ii Lale ol' un imaj*'inai’y 
(hul true) seaboard, wliioh is still meulioned 
now and again, and ind(‘ed kindly, sometimes 
111 eonneelion with I ho word "'failure” and 
sometimes in eonjimoLion vdlh Iho ^^'ord 
"aslonisliing’.” I lia\'o no 02)inion oil llils 
diserei>aney. It’s the soil of dilference LliaL 
ean never be settled. All I know is that, for 
twenty monlhs, neglecting the eoinmon joys 
of life that fall to the lot of the luniihlest o' 
this earth, I had, like the prophet of oli 
“wreslled with the Lord” for my crealion 
for the lieadlands of llie coast, for the dark- 
ness of the Rlaeid (riilf, Llie light on the snows, 

I he elouds in tlie sky, and for llie hrealli 
of life that had lo be blown into the shajies 
of men and women, of Latin and Saxon, of 
Jew and Gentile. These are, perhaps, strong 
Avords, Imt it is difneull to characterize other- 
wise the intimacy and the strain of a creative 
effort in which mind and will and eonseieiice 
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( ‘i IJ'fl ‘f i I** IIm' I Jill, lit 'It I ,(ti( I' (hull, il,|\ 

Jll'p'r I'li'ni (lie woiM, .iini Id ((„• 

III 'iJI llli'fl lll-lKc' (lli‘ I'imIIn |d\,||)|,. 
and i'cnllc somi'liifii'! l"i win* It .1 
luii'alli'l I'aii <nil.s I'f iii Die r v ci i.i ,| m . 

Mtinl l|•(' si < *1 ill'’ "'■■l"‘iid \\ ni 1 1 •(’ 1 1,1 .'.,i 
' I’oiiiid ^'ajx' llii/n I "I lli.il. I 111 I, (, lit,. 
\\ n'sl liiii- of men willi Mh- iiu dil ..i (Iki,. 

(Vi'.'ilor, ill a j;i<'al i'."l.ilidii iiotti lln- woild, 
wit lion I 1 In' aiiH'iiit i<’ ' 'id ' ( 'll ( >l.i 1 ido , ( ,l )i|'c_ 

. a lonely .sl I’N/nd'* ll'id' I a •' 'i ' "t o\ < loi.t h-ln-d 
liUlciK'ss, Cor no H'w.in i 111..! .'..uld 1.0 .ulr 
' (jna(<‘. Ini I I'oi’ I lie nn-i o w in nio" ;i In n ■■ U in |o 
V<'I a eerlain ioneiindo. om e non. t.innot he 
' di.s|)iiled. 'Tin' siin ami llio .l.o . and llio 
sliapi' of your ea I’l li aie llte wiino .< . ol' \oin 
I i*ain; wlieri'as a liandfol d(‘ jia-'O',, no mailer 
■ liow nilieli uni liau- inado lliom unii own. 
ai'(' at ix'st hill an oh .< me and 'jin' >1 ion. 'd)l<‘ 
.spoil. Ih’r(' tlie\ are. *’ |•'a||llM ” "A.Ion 
isliin^”; take your eljon 1 . <>( ptihap. Im.IIi. 
or iK'il Ii(*r a mere riisife and llnll.i ot pn-. < ■ 
of (lapi'i- si'llline, dn\\n m the nedit. and nn 
disliiijpiisliahle. like the -mowfkdv''. oj a ejeal 
drill <l('.s|iiM*d lo nieil awa,\' in '.iin .Imn'. 

“ I low do you do? " 

It \\’as tin' /'reel III/', o| flie ei iieial > da in; It 

Kl.s 
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T Iiad li(‘n.r(l — no riislle, no fool- 

J liacl IVlt, only n nionuMil Ixd'oro a 
of ])V(‘nionilioii of ovil; J had Iho sense 
iiii inniis])ieious presenee—jusl tlnil imidt 
lulling and no more; and llien came [he 
>ij. 11(1 of [he voice and I he jar as of a leiTihic 
"ill (*i'<)iu a yTeal lahylil— a Tall, 1 ('( ns say, 
i'<>nu llie I’l lli<‘ clouds float inf>' in 

I I le ])i’c){'essioii over the fields in 1 he I'aiiiL 
tndy air of lhal July afLeriiooin I })icked 
iiys^t'ir up (juickly, of course; in olliei* Avords, 
.i i 1 1 1 »]>ed iij) IVom my cliair sLiiimed ami da/od, 
iicj’ve (juiveriiig’ willi Llio pain of being 
ij>j‘t><)lcd out of one world and flung doAvn 
I » Lt > iinotlier — j)('rl'eclly civil. 

C )h ! How do yon tio? AVon'l you sit 
I < > \ v n ? ’ 

'^.if'liaCs wind 1 said. This liorrilde but, I 
>’ou, ])errec(ly true reminiscence tells 
'<>11 more (han a whole volume of confessions 
r /</ Jean Jac((ues Rousseau would <lo. Oh- 
I didn’t howl at her, or staid up- 
('I tiiig furniliire, or Ihrow myself on ihc 
l<>e>i* and kick, oi' allow mys(df lo hint in aiij’’ 
*i way at the appalling' inagintudc of the 

I i ."Si i .^Ler. The wliole world of CosLag'iuuni (the 
'(>1111 I r,y, you may remember, of my seaboard 

169 
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nil'll, w oiiii'n. Ill '.H 1 1.1 III I , In III ,(• , III, 
liiiiLs, (own. rampo illtci) \\,i. hoI .i 
lirick, .slotir, or nivi in 1 1| .1 in ( ol i ( .mil Ij;,, 

nol pliH'i'il in jM)'^lllon with iii\ m\\ n h.iinl.i 
111 ! ill(‘ Ili.slolW . ;;oo;0',lliil,\ , jmlllK (io;,!),,. 
1 h(* W'i'M 1 1 Ii ol’ ( 'lii'i I (c'N 1 1 ii 1 li I , .il\fi nniio, ,tH( 
I Ih' spl(Mi(lonr ol' (hr 11 1 ,1;: 1 1 1 (ii i 1 1 ( ( ';i j m (j / ,J, 
( 'iii'^j^iidon's, whosi' n.'iiiir, miiiI oitl m i),, 

nils'll i (Dr. MoM\;;h;ini lo.iol il , n\,j 
Ih,'^ Im'.'hI in l.ni(l;i \ioj.i'. \iiiir', i h intiii;) ( r* 
(W('n iil’lcr dr.'ll h (lird/nk "i/ll 1 on (,i mmii'* h 1 

COIKjlK'.sl s of I l'(';i,S|N’r llJld lo\( .ij] |)|;i( ||,|,j 
conu' down rrMsIiiiir, ;diiiii( ni\ imi , | i,.|) 

I roidd n(‘\’rr pick up (hr |i)r<r, .md n, |[|,j 

wry nioDK'nl 1 wii^ sj\ mr, "\\nii'( ..p 

downi.^ ” 

Thr si'll is si I'oiii', iiM'i iir( nr, I h'hi ill I \\ h.i ( 
lll(' ((llill’((*l'ol(’rk I I’ll 111 inn r\ m in j tttrir|i;iMl 
sliij) W’ill do! d’hi.s rjn^idr In old '-i\r \nii 

II IH'W' \' l( ' W' ( )1 ill!' h/ 11 J h h 1 1 n d 'I o ( 1 “ r,'! 1 1 1 r Ii 

(;i. niiirii-riiririilni'rd folk i who h.id (In' l.i .( 
Sliy ill IIk' roi’iii;i ( ion of mv ih.n.irtn, ( )tr 
is iioihin^' il' nol inodrsf, Imi m (hi . di'..r.(( r 
1 liinik I lni\’(' doiir soirir honoin (u (Ih'ii 
sini])Ir l(‘iicliiiiK. ‘'W'on’l >ou .i( down"’' 
\ wry liiir; ^’r^y Inir, indcn’d Shr sn | tlown 
Hej' iiiniisc'd rj;,n(-r s(r;i,\nl oil o\ri ||,r loom 

I ;(i 
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'TIumx' \v<‘r{' pag'os of i\IS, on Mr' table and 
iiii(l(M' (lie table, a balcli of lyped e()i)y on a 
('hail', single leaves bad flnllered away inlo 
(lisLaiii eoniers; Ibere wei'e (here living pages, 
pages scored and wounded, dead pages iliat 
V'ouhl be burned at the end of the day — (he 
litter of a cruel l)a I Lie-field, of a long, long, 
and desp(‘ra(e fray. Long! 1 supiio.se I went 
to bed soineliines, and got uj) the same number 
of limes. AVs, I suppose T slept, and ale the 
food ])Ut before me, and talked connectedly 
(o my liousehold on suitable occasions. But I 
bad never been aware of the even flow of 
<laily life, made easy and iioiselo.ss for me hy 
a silent, wati'hful, tirele.ss alfcction. Indeed, 
it. seemed to me that I had been .sitting at that 
table surrounded by the litter of a desperate 
fray for days and nigliU on end. It .seemed 
.so, because of the intense weariness of wbieh 
lliat inlerruj)lion had made me aware — the 
awful diseiK>hanlmcnl of a mind realizing 
siidthudy the futility of an enormous task, 
joined to a bodily fatigue .siicli as no ordinary 
amount of fairly heavy physieal labour could 
ovei- account for. T have carried bags of 
wheat on my back, bent almost double under 
a slii])’s deck-beams, from six in the morning 
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hi! '>i\ lu [he (‘vonijin- (\vi(h an lionraiHl a lia'I 
olF jnJ‘ JlKVlIs), so I lo know. 

And { li)Vc {i'lli'i’s. I am .[Va/otis of Ifudi 
{luiioin- and coiicornod Tor (lir (fi^’iiily and 
conu’liiK'ss oT Llieir .samacc. I was, iiicisl 
hkal,N , i\w only wriltM' lluil noal lad^s^ Iiad 
(’Vfr caiifilil in the c\Trci,s(' of lii.s c'l'al'l, and 
i( dishx'SM'd me not lo ho al))e lo renw'niix'r 
wlieu il was lhal I dressed myself Iasi, ami 
liou. .Vo donhl llnil would he all it) 

('sseuhals. The i’orjuiK' of (lir house in- 
eluded a pair of gTay-hlue ualehfni eyes llml 
\\ouId .se(‘ lo (hat. Bnl. ] fell, somehow, as 
grimy as a CosLaguana l/'pero afh'r a day’s 
fighting in (he streets, rumpled all ovov and 
<li.dievell<'d down to iny very Iteels. And I 
am afraid I hlinked stupidly. All (his was 
ha(I for (he lionour of letters and Lla‘ diynily of 
iljeir servlee. Seem indistinelly Ihrong'h ' )h(‘ 
dir.'.l of /ny collapsed universe, the good lady 
glatieed al)ou( the room will) a slighlly aimisc'Il 
serenity. Ami she was smiling. VVliat on 
card, was .slie smiling at? SIic ronmrktaf 
ea Ml ally: 

1 am alraid I interj'Upted voud’ 

” Not at all." 

She aeeepled l],e <ieiiial in jKM-focI good 
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hiith. And il was si riclly (riio. In(c‘rrii])lad 
'in(l(‘('(l! She had i‘ol)i)ed iiu' of al least 
I w('n[y (‘acli iiifiiiit(>ly inoi'C' poiynant and 
real Ilian lu'r own, l)eeanse infornied itli 
passion, possessed of eonvietions, ia^'oh'ed in 
^>'i-eal all'aii’s area led oul of my own suhslaiice 
for an anxiously niedilaled end, 

SIk' |•elnaiIled silenl for a while, tlien said, 
with a Iasi , fiance all round at Iho litter of llie 
iVay : 

“And you sit like this here writing your 
^i'our . 

“ I — wlial P Oh, yes! I sit here idl day.” 
“Il must he iKn’feetl^^ delightful.” 

1 supj)os(' that, being no longer very young, 

I might have been on the verge of having 
a stroke; but she had left hei' dog in the 
poreh, and my boy’s dog, patrolling the field 
in fronl, had esj)ied him from afar, lie came 
(HI sli'aight and swift like a caiinon-ljall, and 
(be noise of (lie fight, which burst suddenly 
ii])on our cars, was more than enough to 
seai'c aw'ay a fit of apoplexy. AVe went out 
hastily and separated the gallant animals. 
Afterward 1 told the lady where she would 
find my wife — ju.st round the corner, under 
the trees. She nodded and went otf with her 
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clo^', leaving me appalled helon* llu' den 111 ;in<l 
d(*vaslatiou vshe liad ligidly made- -and wild 
llu' awfully insirnelivo sound of (Ik' uoi'<! 
‘Aleligidfur' lijigering in my ears. 

Never Lhelessj lalei* on, I duly (\seoi’l(‘d Ikm' 
(o I he field gale. I wauled lo he ei\'il, (d“ 
course (whaL are lw('nly liv(\s in a iik'Jv^ llo^('l 
dial one should he rude lo a lady on llun’j- 
accoinil.^), hill mainly, (o adopl (lu* goo*!, 
sound Olleiidoj'lliaii sl.^d(^ Ix'eause 1 tlid not 
waul (lie dog of I he g('neral’s da ugldcn* lo 
fighl again (e/nvnr) widi die fnillifiil dog of 
my in fa id son {mini pclil <f((rcon).-'-\\i\i^ I 
afraid dial ihe dog of llu' genera Is dnugliler 
would be al)]e lo ov(M‘eonie {i'aininr) lli(‘ dog 
of my eliild.^—No, I was no I alVaid. 

'Bill away willi Ihe Olli'ndor/f iiK'lhod. I low 
ever appropriate and seemingly nnavoidabh^ 
when I loiieli upon anylhing ap[)ei’( ain ing 
lo the lady, il is most unsuitahle io llu' origin, 
eharacler, and hislory of llic' dog; for (he dog 
was the gift to llie child fj-oin a man for wfiom 
words had anylhing hul. an OlkMidoidllan 
^adiie, a man aJmosL eliildlike in Ihe inipulsiva' 
movemcnls of his un tutored genius, I lie mosi 
single-minded of verbal impressionisls, u.siiig 
his great gifts of straight feeling and rigid 
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(‘\])r(‘Ssi<Hi will) ;i litu' sincerity and a slroiifi 
if, jX'i'liaps, not fully (‘ouscious ('onvici ion- 
llis art (lid nol ohlain, \ fcai*, all the civdil 
i I s nnsopliisl ica tod in s] lira tion ([('sorvc'd. F 
am alindiny lo llie late Stejihen Crane, the 
aiillini' of “The Ked Badge of Courage, a 
work of iniag'iiia 1 ion whieli found its short 
monuMit of e(d(d)rit>' in llie last deeade ol the 
<l('pai’t(Ml (‘('ulnry. Other hooks followed. Not 
many. I It' had not the (inio. ll w'as an in- 
(liyadiud and eomjih'te taleiil which ohlained 
hill a grudging, soimn\'ltal siipcreilious recog- 
nilioii from tin' world at large. For hinisell 
cnn' lu'silales to I'l'grel his early death. Like 
OIK' of I In' nu'ii ill his “Ojieii Jioat,” one fell 
(hat he was of those wlioin fate seldom allow, s 
to niak(’ a sale landing after much toil and 
hit lenn'ss at tin' oar. I confess to an abiding 
a fleet ion foi' that energetic, .slight, Iragile, 
i 11 1 < ' 1 1 s(' 1 y I i \d 11 g and t ran sien I figu re . lie 
liked nu', c'S'cii before we met, on the strength 
of a pagi' or two of my writing, and after we 
had met I am glnd to think lie liked me .still. 
\\i' ii.sed Lo point out lo me with great earnest- 
lie, ss, and even with some .severity, that “a 
hov on (/Ilf h> a dog.” I suspeel that he 

wu'.s sluK'ked at niy neglect of parental duties. 

ir.5 
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{'Kini.iU'Iy iL was l)(‘ wlio j)r()\'i<K'(I I lie 
SIiorLly al tcru'a i‘(l, oiu' (lay« allt'r m?’- 

willi llu' cliild Oil llio For an lioiir or so 
uilli (lie most inlcjiso a))sor|)l ion, lio rais('<| 
his iH'ad and decJarod fiVnily, “i slinll l<'aol} 
your ))(jy lo rid(\’' Tlial was n<d (o Po. 
Jlr was iiol ^ivon lli<^ (inic. 

Pu( ]ioi'{‘ is lli(' doi>' an old <lo^' ii<n\ 
Proad and low on Ins handy j)aws, willi a 
hlaciv Ix'ad on a while i)o<ly and a ridicii lon^ 
hlack s])(>l aL Llic oilier (‘iid ol* liini, lj{‘ j)r<i 
\ok(‘s, wJien Ik' walks ahi’oa<l, smih's iml 
alhtyelijer unkind. (irolescjiK* and t'li^’af^'in^ 
in the uJiuIe of his ai)i)cai‘an<*(', his usual 
aililiifles ar(' meek, Inil ]iis (<'?njK'raiiM'n ( 
eliseloses iLselF iinexjjeeledly pn^iiaeioiis in 
Ihe ])reseiK'e of his kind. As Ix' lies in (fie 
fii-eliyliL, his Jieacl wtH u]>. and a h‘N{'d, far- 
away gaze direeLed a( (lie slia<h)ws of I In' 
iVMnn, he acliieves a sinking’ nohilily of pose 
in die ealin eonscionsness of an u ns (nil ted 
life. Tie lias hroughl up one hahy, and now, 
af(('r seeing his firsL charge o/f (o school, fu' is 
hringing up anoLher wiLli Lli<^ sann* eonseieii- 
iioin d(>\*oli(jn, buL wilh a niort; deliliera I (' 
gra\’ily oi nianjier, Lho .sign ()f gi'('alei* Avis-- 
doin and riper CAperieiieo, hul idso of rlieu- 
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inMlistiu I IVar, I’roiii Llic inonilng hath 
h) I1 k‘ o\Tiiing' (‘crcmoiiios of Lhe ('(A, you 
.i!l(‘ii(l llio lilLlo I wo-lo^’y'od t'l'oaluiv of your 
adoplioii, being yourself Ireahai in (he exer- 
eisi' of your dulies with e^*el\v possible regard, 
with infinite consideration, by evejy person 
in lh(‘ house- “('ven as I niys(‘lf am treated: 
only you (h‘serv(‘ it more'. The general's 
^biughUu* woultl tell you that it must be 
“ p(‘rlV<‘tly delightful.” 

Aha! old dog. She never heard you yelp 
with aeul(' pain (it’s that j)oor h'ft ear) the 
w'tiile, with incredible self-command, you 
[)res('r\'(' a rigid immobility for fear ol' over- 
( liming the little two-legged creature. She 
has i)ev(‘r seen your resigned .smile when 
t lit' lit Lie two-legged creature, interrogated, 
.sternly, ”Wliat are yon doing to the gotxl 
tlog!^ ’ answers, with a wide, innocent slare. 
''Nothing. Only loving him, mama dear!’ 

d’he general’s danghter does nut know the 
sc'(‘r('t lernis of self-imposed tasks, good dog. 
the pain that may lurk in the very rewards 
of rigid self-(‘onnmmd. But we have lived 
logvtlu'r many years. We have grown older, 
too; and though our v'ork is not (juite done 
yet we may indulge now and then in a litth 

177 



\ jM'! so N ^ I io n IM) 


j) 1 1 1‘( )s( )('('( i< )i 1 IIm' fill' 1 1 1 M 1 1 1 , 1 ( 1 ■ , i| I III 

ai'l of l>rii)!>iir', M() ImIiH' ‘ .iinl "ti I In jn i j,., 
III’ wi'iImi'; l.ilc^v v\ln;( ,0 im.iii\ 

('OllK' llinf 140 Jl I I Im' I I 'I ' 'IK W fill || .|||, 
ini)K‘iv'('j)liI)I\ ;iu ;i\ . 


I'lH 



\T 

I'N THK ivi r()s]){’('l of a life which had, be- 
I sides its ])reliiniiiary stage of eiiildhood 
i and early yoiilh, two distinct tlevelo])- 
luenls, and even Lwo disLincL elcmciit.s, such 
as earth and water, for its successive scenes, a 
{‘crtaiii ainounl of iiaiveness is unavoidable. I 
am conscious of it in these pages. Tins re- 
mark is jmt forward in no apologetic .spirit. 
As years go by and the minil)er of pages grow.s 
.slea{lily, llie feeling grows ii]K)n one, too, lluit 
one can write only for friends. Then wliy 
,s]io\d(l one pul tlicm to the ncces.sity of 
]> rotes ting (as a friend would do) that no 
apology is necessary, or put, perchance, into 
their lieads the doubt of one’s di.scrction.^ 
So luucli as to the care due to those friends 
w'liom a woi’d here, a, line there, a lortunalc 
])age of just feeling in the right place, some 
liai)j)y .sim])licity, or even .some lucky subtlety, 
has drawn from the great multitude of fellow 
beings even as a fisli is drawn from the depths 
of the .sea. Fishing is notoriou.sly (E am 
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l.’ills III,';' IK tu <1* '‘;i ' ,1 (iMllci |)| 

A,S In (IMC ^ I'lM’lliir .. I Im',\ W ill l.iKc , 

! lu'iusrK t“'. 

'CIn'iX’ i'- K v.nil IcnM ft, Ici iiisLnu'c. who, 
iii(‘l;i])iM)ri( ;lll^ -.piMKiiw', lumps iipmi nir with 
holli (Vci 'rill ' nn;i'-r' li.i . n. > ImiI il i . 

('\(‘('('(lill_i;K .'l[)l l<i till’ IK I, loll In III,' ,(0 

(M'.'l) OCC.'ISIOIIS I <h'll 1 LlliPW p|('ilS(‘l\ I),,w 

loM^ Ilf' li.'i'^ Ix'fii iiK)(i!"in’; III (h;i( ml, ■I'll), ( 
l('ii( ('\('r<'is(‘, wlifisf’ sH’.i't'M. .11,' Mih'if l)\ III,, 
('il.sfoni (if llu' piililhliiii" li.'idc Si)|ii(‘Im)( 1 \ 
])f)inlf'(l liiiii mil On piinlrd Imp,', ,,| 

() niv ,*i I if'iil II 111 siiiHc hint' ,'i"n, hm,! 'Iinudii 
\’a,v f ('vpf'nVitrt'tl ;t s,nf ' >(' i I'hirPuil idl'ctOun 
'nr (liiit I'fihu^i nnin, ilt* ntil .-i shrc,} 

ni' tny .snli.slnncc mil n x h Ifn Itn thr wnh-i-O 
,snl)sl;inf*(' i,s his writinp; Ih,' i,"d ,,t liim is 
}m! ;i \’,'iln .slnninw , cin'i i 'fif, I nc (,|, 

ulK'rilihil ^i^rniinds. \,)( ,'i 'hn',l' (hr 

.Sf’lllillK'lll OUIH’f) In IS il,i( ,1 (ir.iK ,,( ;il|r,‘(;i 

lion or jH’iw (‘I'sily. Il Inm .-i iltTpri, .ind, I 
In Ihink, ;i iiion' C'/ inndilr nrtipn Ihini 
llin hipricn nj' ('iiml iniiid l.iwir. iii-'.s, {( ts 
indh'd, hiwl'id, in sn nnn h (hnl d is -pA,,,| 
(|•(')|K'I^III^ ly ) I'nr Jt f nils), Irf al Inn, i‘n»' ,t'sri.tl 
t'oiisidf'Dilinns. d’liciv is (lml inlmsln,'". I’,,,- 
nisliiiU'O, ,sn nllt'i) tlir ..jn,, ,,| .,,,1,,) moial 

I, 'll I 
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I Tlial's a coiisidoralion. ll is tiol, 
iiiik'od, ])lcasaiil to ho slaiiipc'd upon, but Lh(‘ 
llioroiiglinoss ol' tho ()j)erati(jii, imp lying- 
no I only a careful I'eading, but some i-cal 
insiglil into work whose (jualilies and defecLs, 
wl!at(‘ver Lliey may be, are not so much on 
the sMrra(>e, is some thing to be thankful for in 
A'iew of the fact that it may happen to one’s 
work to l)e condonnied witliout being rea<I 
at all. This is the most fatuous ad-\-entnre 
I ha I can well happen to a writer venturing his 
soul among criticisms. It caii do one no harm, 
ol' (‘oiirse, but it is disagreeable. It is dis- 
agreeable in ilie same way as discovering a 
1 lire(‘-card-Lrick man among a decent lot of 
folk in a third-class compartment. The open 
impudence of the Avliolc transaction, ai:)poaling 
insidiously to the folly and credulity of man- 
kind, the brazen, .shameless flatter, proclaim- 
ing the fraud oiienly while insisting on the 
fairness of the game, give one a feeling of 
sickening disgust. The honest violence of a 
j)lain man playing a fair game fairly — even if 
li<‘ means to knock you over — may appear 
.shocking, but it remains within the pale of 
decency. Damaging as it may be, it is in no 
.scn.se offensive. One may well feel some 
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I'Cii'.'i . t it }ii;Mh.((} (ijjdii 

ow'd f'dt it I. 

llinl tin of llldt oMI will Mill },(' 

M\})lci n,‘i I i( Ml s (ir f > 1, 1 f ‘.’1 1 < 1 1 t)\ ,1 j)d|( 

1 lo ;Hh iUM (' i In I il< .1 ot \ I >mI }i in ('\( n .( 

(if It.'l M'MIH'.ss (o Im ((ilMiil in IIm'm' (i.'nn .. 

])(' likri\ lo '.n Iw'l)' in .( < nlnitin 
aiu! M li.'ilf oi' tlnivi' jM III I > <'t .1 u Kin i . nr) 
(linn (li^' jMtIrll Jicrl liriok, .iluj, l|u| 

willi.slnitdino ijm \;iin nj »j)r n i ,| net' . oj dr'cnN 
wliinli ii((('nd U'- in lln^' h.in.ilmx hCc, ( slninj 
licnMV il li I )i<M\ n'.'i I It ()l r Ml i^\ hllct'ii ‘.Inn I snin 
nievs on my dfnw , 

AYlll) lln' I'l'iintrk, limn, fli.il ,il mu'Ii Icndct 
sdinc' imiv <>l (cr Iim" .md rw pi siun 

is (Wcnsadlr, 1 fn'onnrd |o adniit fli.il. npini 
Uu' wlioln, my prm ions sl.ifr ol cm -Ir'iict' wns 
iioi a ;^'ood <'()iiipnir‘nl Im ,i l(lr‘My\ hlV 
Pcrlnips I slioidd tiol Inn f n -od I|m> ucnd 
]il(> rai’y. 'rital oi’d |M'(' nijij n ) ,t . ;i ij III I ini.Kw 
of a(*((lfain(aiK'{’ willi h'llois. a (nin ormmd. 
and a inannrr o)' I’n'tiin; }o wlinli } rlan- )a\ 
no claim. I only lo\(‘ Inllijd Ind llio lo\)> 
ol lc( lei's dot's no I inaLo ,i man. an\ 

more 1 ] la n I ) u' lo \ t * r > I ( I m -ii *, i m , i la ’ > a -< 'a n i a n 
Anri ii is posslldm too. Ilnd ) j.m- jl,,. 

IcUcrs in I la' santo w;i\ a Ii(oi;im man ma\ 
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lli(‘S<Ni lie looks al IVoni []i(‘ sn'tu’ 
or|*'i‘cnl enc l('.i r JJ IK I ori^TCNil iK'ltioN’cnu'iils 
<’lian^in^' llie I'jux' of IIk' woi'ld, IIk' i>'i'<'al oi)(‘ii 
A\ ay lo all soi'l s of uncIi.scoN-ta’CMl oonn I ri(\s. 
j\(), perhaps I liati Ix'doi* say (lia( I he HIV' a I 
st'a— and I <l()n't nu^aii a iiunv taste (d' il, 
)>n I a j^ood hi’oad span of yeai*s, soinet hiny 
I lia I really eonnfs as real serviee' ^ is not, 
II poo the whole, a good ecjuipnieiil for a 
^\n‘iling’ life. (Jod I’orhid, I hough, Ilia I [ 
should be llioiighl oi' as denying iny tnasUs’s 
oT I. he (iiiarler-deek. 1 am nol eapalde ol' that 
soi't of a])()siasy. I ha\'(' eon Jessed iny alti- 
liulc of ]iiely lowaird llieii' shades in llirec' or 
Jour tales, aii<i if any man on earth more I lain 
another needs to be ti-in' to himseiras lu' hopes 
(o be sa\x'(l, it is (‘ei'taiidy the wi’iter of lietioii. 

AVhal I meant, to say, simj>ly, is that the 
(jua rl er-deek training does noL ])repare one 
sntlieiently For the n'ceplioii of literai'y eriti- 
eisni. Only thal, ami no more. Ihif (Ids 
defect is not, without gravity. If i( be jier- 
inissible to lu'ist, invert, ada2)t (ami SjH)il) 
IMr. Amitole Ib'a nee’s dehnilion of a good 
eriLic, then let us say thal the good author 
is he who eonlemplales udLljouL marked joy 
or exee.ssiv(‘ sorrow tlie a(I\a'nture.s of his son I 
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cril iCisiiN Ix' Ihmo mh' iIm' in 

((.‘iil.ioii lo 111 isl(‘;i(l c'ltt ;i 1 1 ( 'iJ 1 1 \ ‘ piililn mio (|i,. 

hrlii'f Mini Mkmv is no <tiI loisin n I , 0.1 'rimi 
would Ix' (lislioiK'si, iiiid ini/iolil c l-A ri_\ 

lliiii^' cnii lie (onnd ill sen. ;h cui din" jo |j,,, 
s|)irii of yonr ((Ik'sI sli'd’o, jx-.Mc, tom.itiri'. 
nitUirnlisiii of IIm' imosI jiMntoniM od kiinl, 
idrals, dorcdoitt, diM^ii.sl, iii-'iin.ilioM ;iii(| 
(■oii('<‘i\’.’il)i(‘ opjfoi't iiJii i \ , rnoliidnij; ||m- 
()j)j)orl (Hilly lo undo’ :\ lo<»l oj voinM-lt*, 
(wiK'lIy as in 1 Im‘ jnnsnil ol* lilt'i.ilnro Mn( 
llir (jiia I’l (.‘c d(M'k ci’il icisni is si n 1 no'i 1 i,t I dtOri 
('jiL 1‘roiii lihn’ary crilioisiin ']'lii'> iiiiirli (|h.\ 
liav(‘ in ('oiiinion, lliai Im'I’oi’o Mk' one 


Ilk' oIIkm' lli(' aiiswi'riny, Ihm'L, :r. a ;;oiirijI 
dot's iiol pay. 

A os, yon find crilioisin ;i I vo;t, and cwni 
aj)i>rocialion 1 lt‘!l yon r\ oi\\ lliiin; i, in ),<* 
found on sail waits' orilioisni .'m'ik lalh ini 
])ronipln, and alwa\s r/ra nn'i', wliicit i, iln. 
oulwnrd, ol)\’ions diflVrcin'o iVoiu I ho lit<Mio\ 
f>p(n‘alion o) llial Kind, willi ooioawjin nl liosh 
nt'ss and vif^onr wlnVIi may Me- InoKnin m Iho 
j)Mnlod word. Willi appriaan t niu, tthirh 


conu's al, Mit' ('iid, \\lit'ii I Ik* 
crilit'isod aiv alxail lo pai'l, 

( ^'Ik' stsi a])piv<'ia(ion of on(''s 


fiilio and Iho 
1 1 is ol Ik'iw isr 
liuitddc (ahaip. 


IS! 
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luis llie jK'rinaiieuc^^ of the ^rl’i^Leu word, 
aoklojn the cluirni of \airiely, is foi'iiial in its 
])hi’a,siii^’. ^riiei'e the liUa'ary master lias the 
siijica'iority, Lliough lie, loo, can in cfl'ecl buL 
say — and ofb'ii says iL in Llie ^’ery plii'ase — 
can lii^'lily iveominend.'” Onl^'' usually lie 
uses lli(> word ‘AVe,” ihei'e being' some occult 
virtiK* ill (he first person plural whieli luabes 
it specially fit for erilii'al and royal declara- 
tions. I ha\a‘ a small handful of these sea 
a])j)reeia tions, signed by various masters, 
yellowing slowly in niy writing-table's left- 
hand drawer, rustling under my re^'('rent 
loueh, like a handful of dry leavi's jiliicked 
for a lender memento from the tree of knowl- 
<'dg'e. Strange! Jl seems that it is for those 
lew bits of paper, headed by the names of a 
lew slii])s and signed b}' (he names ol a few 
Scots and Knglisli ski pinasters, (hat 1 have 
I'lieeil (he astonished indignations, the inock- 
(M'les, and the reproaches of a sort liard (o 
bear for a boy of fifteen; lliat 1 Inn’e been 
(‘barged with the want of patriotism, the want 
of sense, and the wan( of heart, too; that E 
wi'iil through agonies of self-coiifliet and slied 
.s(Tret tc'ars not a few, and had (he beauties 
of the Idirea Pass .sjioiled for me, and luive 

lyj 
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1) ( 
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1 ail ' II M 1 H 

ip'ihh' 1 )on thij 
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'||< Ml 

f o 1 1 h 1 M II 1 1 
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\ c 

kill' 

dll 

Ik 

)| 1 h;i 1 j ml 

1' d'lioy rUK(l(\ 


1 111 - 

. n) 

|Klj 

! }(' 1 ' 1 1 1 1 h ' i 

In ('ll of IIk'H! j 

i 1 

I a 

iJia 

1 I'a 

inf, "lid 1 h 

(iiind llu'rc' 

) 1 

iiK'inni 

M'S 

nt l\\r)il\ 

\rai''i, (!)(' \’ol(^ 

< p 

roll 

ah 

Mirn 

nn\\ nil 1 Ml 1 

1 r, 1 Im' si I'Otir' \ 

' ' 

llir 


nki. 

( ifi” Mini! 

,ni« j 1 ho \vlii''|a‘,. 

' \ ■ 

fri\ ‘ 

■ltd 

mils 

'.j K'll, 1 hr Ml Ml in n r of 1 Iin 

t 

wlu 

rh 

imi'if 

ha \ r '(Hill 1 

HIM roaol]('(l ni\ 

1 1 

crai 

Hr 

and 

rn 1 r I'l'd M 1 \ 

itncniisiaolis o;i|, 

4 1 

1 lia 

f 1' 

’(M'lllllla nl" \|n 

h,Mni)i('(Ian failh 



Mn ^suliii;i!i !,‘illii*t v^In.ucis into IIk' (>. 

. . 'II' 

ills iH'W liiirii iMl;iiil, tii.iKiii!*, Iirni oiK' ^ 

riiillil'iiJ iifninsl willi lih. (ir^l hrc'alli, 

lioj k IK f\\ W fn-t IhT I ll,l \ (' I K'C'lt a I j j . j 

1*mI I kiKt\\ I Ii;m t‘ Imi'ii ,1 \ raiLlikii] ^ 

A H( 1. al' I ('I' a 11, llicrri I Iik | I la liciful of j . 
a<i ci’^ ” 1 1 HI i I \ a Ml III ^l 1 1 [) 1 In j )r()\'e I lia L j 

I hrs(' ynaf‘- lia \ r linl I in'il .l I U )L;onH‘r a ill'( I 1 
'I'Ih'I'o I Ih'^\ a I i r. KIM I iiiotKitoiioij 
|(au', full ns ,f I \ r luK of wriling l(> }| 

MK a ii\ ills] M riK I I Mi'r In j M‘ ('nil M(l ill ]il(‘ra I nr 
UiH 1 1 Mai, \ nil rn, I 1 1. 1 M ■ I m a 'i i (*a I Ic'd I’niiian t i 
Ifial I'Mii I III' Im')|h'(I. niil" slay. 

si'Mi 11 1 1 ^ I niM't 1 1 1 ici’ I li, I j I I la \'(' Ix'cii oalit't I 
1’i‘alisl, uImi, VimI ii'. j Ill'll (■fiai'f’'c, too, 

I'Ki 


C'it 
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I n- I Hill |i' ( >11 1 . Id ii'> I !•) to li\ (' ii|) lo i| , •) I 

w h;i I r \ HI <-i >•.! , I'l >r ;i cltii ii,<',c Willi I liis t'lii! in 

\ lew . I will <'t)ii litli' I () will Hody, iiiid only In'- 
(it 1 1 so I Ill'll' i> no oiii' ill ton I lo M'H my liliislu's 
l)_\ Mil' li"lil III' llm mil In i;'li I liim|), lliiil llu'si' 
■,n<'."i' >1 1 \ l)il . of uniirlci drrk :i|>|H*i'(*iiil ion, 
tmi- iiiid idl. roiiliiin tlii’ words "slndly 

SI )l It T 

I )id I oNcihriir ;i r!\il iiiiinniir, “'I'lnd’s 
\('r_\ ;• iM I il_\ IIP', lo lie mio'?” WVII, \ hs, il 
IS I ;i I il \ 111", lli:ini\ \iin. Il is id li'iisl iis 

j'IiiIiIn III" III 1 ) 1 ' It'll idl'd solit'i* ii.s Ui In* <'('i'li- 

(it'd I nio.i II I If, llion;-li .siK'li ft'i'l ilii’ii li'S would 
iiol i|iiii!il'\ mtc for I Ilf si'f ri'lii rysliip of it Ifin- 
|)ri.iiiif .m >oi •111 I loM or lor llif posl ol odicml 

I I oi 1 1 liidoii r lo sdiiif lordly dt'iiiof rii I if nisliln 
liDii sitfli lO' llif l.oiidon doiinly (’oiincil, lor 
iiisliiiift' d’lir iilioN'f prosmc rfll('flion is pnl 
down Ill'll' olds ill oi'ilfi' lo pio\i' lilt' !j;fiu'r;il 
,,ilnifl\ i)l ni\ pidj'iiifiil in iiinndiiiii* iilliiirs. 

I niiikf 11 poinl ol il liffiinsf ii ('onpli' ol yfiirs 
.ifii, .1 ffrliiiii slioi'l sltiry of miiif Ix'in.j^’ pnli- 
li'.licd ni il I' l'i'iifli I riiiislit I ion, il Piirisinii f ril i(' 

I iiiii iihiiosl ffi’liiin il w'iis M. (iiisliivf Kiihn 

III I 111' (!fl ‘'J\ inp llif II sliorl noliff, 

Milium d lip Ids rii|)id iniprcssion ol lln' 
widfr’'. ((1111 lily in i!n' words mi piiissmif 



,\ r I', h > N ' I ' IM'. ( ( M\ I ) 

;V 7 V 7 /r So Ih' iI ' Wlni WnllM c.ivit ;i( |||j> 
words of ;i ll'if'lidi^v MMdoi'' ^ rl ( ici li;i [ r. 
Itol .siicll .•HI itiicoiidll I 1 1 lo.i iiicf ji , Jill 
llijil. I wdl iii.mKc hold It) <;i\ lli.tl tii-illici 
;d .son iior nslioro linxo ) (■\ft losi (In' snist* 

of rospotisihilil y. 'riioio O' nitnc Ihnti iitio 

soi’l of iti (o\icn I It )tt, Kvoit hclnif Iht- oittsl 
srdiicl i\ (‘ i'('\ cric"' I lin\(' tfinaiiifd itniitlfol 
ofllinl st)hri<'l\ "I iiilfiior lilf, (h.il .1 si cl ifo.oi 
of S('id iiiit'ii I , ill wliifli nltiiif Ihc n.dvcd ftiiio 
of Inilli, siK'li ns inif ci mm \ f ^ il. sinli ns 

OIK' IVi'Is il, cnii hr I fiith’H'il \\illitiitl siroiir 
Il is hill n inniltlliii niitl nitlrt rtil \i'itl\ ||i;(| 
<*oin<'S oiil Ifiroiii'li IIm' ->1 inin I Ii t>f wiitr. 1 
lin\’(' I nod It) hr n sohrr wtnkrr nil im\ lifr 
nil my Iwo lixi's. I did 11 iVtnn l.i.lr, no 

dotihl, lin\im;'nii iiisl ini‘ 1 1 \'<' lioiitit- of losinn, 
my si'iisr oj lull sril )it»ssi's-.i( m . Inil nlso Imm 
nrlislic con vicl ioii. ^ rl lltrn' .or so mnn\ 
pilfnlls on cncli sidr of I hr tnir pnlh Mini, 
lin\’in^’ f*’on(* somr w;i\. mid rofliii;*, n lilllr 
))n 1 1 1'ri't I n lid w rn r\ , n s n 1 1 1 idt I |r ji ;;t‘d I rn \ r lirr 
will IVom llic mt'rc dnil_\ t lidiridl irs (»f Ihr 
mnrcli, 1 nsk iiixsrll wlirlln'r I lin\r krpl 
n Iwnys, n I ways In i I II I id hi Ilia I sohrirl^ wlirir- 
iii I here ks ])ow <'1- and linilli mnl pr.-n t*. 

As to my s(*n st»hrirk\'. Mini i-. t|iiil(* piop- 
1 UH 
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('rl\ cri'tillrd uikIci' lli<‘ iii:Miii;tl o)' 

I ni d \\ t II sliipiiiiishM’s of s()iu(‘ .sliind- 
in;', HI Mil'll liiiK', I ^(M'ln In Ik'iii' yniii' 
iiiiirnnii' lliid "Siir(’l\ lliis iniyld Inn'c hci'ti 
Inki'ii Ini' y.niiili'd " \\V1K iin. ll niijMil iiol 

li;i\c Ix'CM 'rii;d niin.iisl ;ii';id('inl{'iil body, 
Mu' M.'inni' I )r]);i r! iiii’ii I ol' llir Uniird of 
d'lndi', 1.1 ki". iinlliiii;; I’nr yrniih’d In llin 
"fniiiin" ul ll . k’; 11 ' til'd dryi'ri'S Hy Iks I'l'^n- 
kilnnr. i.'.iii’d iindn ilin (ii'.sl Mri’i'innil Sld|)- 
|niiy, Vi'l. I III' ^ I'i'N word nonKK iiuisl kr wril- 
Icii, nr .‘I w link' snrkl'iik ;i Ion, .‘i inoiintain of 
Mil' inns! ni I 111)'. Ill'll i< appi’rria 1 loll will a\'iiil 
\ nil iinlhiii!', 'I'lir dnoi' ol’ llir <'\a I n 1 1 la I Ion - 
innm., 'di;dl H'lnain clnsi'd In \oiir Icars and 
cn 1 1 1 'a I ii'^. d'lu’ inosl I’analiral aih’oralc of 
I t'lnpi'i'a ni'c miild iiol Ik’ nioi'r pilllc.ssly 
(ii'ici* in Ills reel 1 1 ink' lliati llii' Mariiii' Di'- 
pii rl I Ill'll I of llic Itnaid of d't’adi', A.s I lia\'t‘ 
lii'i'ii lari' In I'acr al \ai'ioiis liiiu'.s willi all 
Mir ('\aniiiiris nf llir I’ni'l ol' l.oiidoti in niy 
yriir I'.i I tni I , llirrr rail I ir no dotihl as lo tlu' 
I'nti r and Mi<’ rnnliintil\ of iiiy alislrinlous- 
Iics-. d'iiirr nf lliriii wi'i'i' i'\a 1 1 1 1 1 K'I'S 111 .sra- 
nia ii'-li Ip. and il wa'^ iny lair In hr drllvri'rd 
iiiln Mir hands of rai'li of Mirtn al proprr 
niiri\ai'^ nl sra ',ri'\'i('r. llir (ii'sl ol all, lall, 

isn 
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1 (■ .1 ne 
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"'an li_\ 

III 1 

linin'ii 1 

.'ii,\ (jin . 

1 ioiU III a mill 1 \ < 

nee, .'III 

1 1 \\ 1 

III "11. 

W 1 1 1 1 " 1 ) , 


II lasicd 

lot Inm Is 1" 

1 )i"ni 

' Had) 

IxM'ii a 

1 s(ran;:c niicn»l)i 

1 1 1 1 p( >1 1 

’ll 1 M III la 

of (Icai 

lly iiiisi liic 

r 111 II 

M M 

1 1 e)i;i n 1 ^ci \ ic, 

I <‘<Hil<I iiol lia\<' 

1 leei 1 

nlnml l(‘d li 

' .1 ni"|<- 

mi<*ni’^( 

•iipic cxainina 1 i( ni, 

( .1 

' . 1 1 l_\ 

ic.i .silled 

hy Ins 

appai'cnl 1 

M'liev ( i| 

i*IM 1 . 

1 li.nl 

liecii a| 

firs! \ 

<'r,\ all'll 

in m\ 

■ Ml 

W ft . 

Inil ;il 

l(*ii^( h 

lid* I'ccliny, 

(iT ni.\ 

1 n 1 III 

'• 1 1 III 

I.”, .’idilled 

(•|•('pl upon me. 

\nd' 

.till 

1 in p, 

1 . .K iiiless 

prnccss 

w cii 1 I III, w i 1 II ;i 

‘ CM 1 

"i nil 

I "Id ae.cs 

lia\ illy 

lici'ti spcnl all!' 

.11 I \ 

"11 iiKTe pfe 

liminarii's. 'I'lirii 

1 yol 

tied 

1 1 ene( 1 . 

I w ;i . 

iinl friy 

Jili'iK'd (it 

1 le i 11 v, 

fdin 1. 

md: III 

al e\en 

1 iialily 

did iKil c\(’ 

n piesc 

Ill 1 1 . 

(dl 1 " ni,\ mind 

II was 

SdiiK'l Inn;', 

innrli 

nioi 

IC 'Ci'iiiiis ami 

wi'ird. 

"d 'll is am 

I'ieill j 
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ny\ si'if, 
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it time 
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roii.s’nh'ntii^ <‘\;iiiiina f h.n in In ms ol 

I!IO 
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fh'iiu!\ il I ;ill \ri'\ wrll I'oi' liim, His 
c, ii't 1. Mill I'lii 1 ni,'i\ III 1(1 iii\ s('ll' ('()])) iDi^ 

Dill of (III' I IHHII III Id I III' U ((I’M of UK'M !1 

,1 1 .1 ii'M'i , 1 IK I K I !(' ,s, li'ti liy my \’('ry 

I.iiiiM.hK (Mil I iililc til'U'i’ liiis ('ii(ll(',ss 

('\ I )i‘i K'iii '( ■ lo I miH'inl M'l lln' \\;i\ lo my lih'i'd 
Ik mu ' I III I :i I ( iiK‘1 1 i is Mill .s( I mill'll ol' ;i 
\ri(>;il (•\.M>"('i . 1 1 loll IIS m:i\ (ir Mipposcd. 
.Miinc \(‘|\ ipiri'l llloip'Jlls pilSSl'll lliniiis^li 

Ills Ik Ml I wliiir I wii'-i ron''vKli'rinp^ my iiiiswi'iss; 
llioiM'lit' sstiK'li liml iiolliiii!', to do will) .srn- 
10 . Ill 'hip. iioi \rl with itiislliuip n’iisoliiihh' 
Imiow II to sill'. I ;i I'l h 1 \ n iK Ix'ru'N r tluil 

,il litiir. 1 w ;i . Ill', hi homh'd in :i sort of liiii'- 

"Uid w.is \( l;ist (Ik'Io IVti ;i sili’iici', iiiid 
ill. it, loo, .I'ciiK'd to liisl I'oi' ii^rs, W’liiU', 
liciidiii;' osir hi. desk, I hi' r\:imiiuM' wrolo 
Dill m\ p;i ' ' 'hp slow 1\ wilii :i iioiM’Irss pen. 
ill ( Nloiidrd I ho '.miip of piipcr lo mi' witli- 
oiit :i Will'd, itirliiicd his whilr hriid yi’iis’i'ly 

In 1 1 IS p,l I I II I,", I lOW 

Will'll 1 ,:’,ol on I ill I hr room 1 I i'll Impily 
Ikil. like ;i '.tjUi'i’/cd Irnioil, iilid thi' door- 
ki'i pm ill his id.iss mi!',i', wlmi'r 1 sloppi’d lo 
;'_rl ION h.i I :i lid I ip him :i shillmp, snid : 

'Wrll' 1 Ihoindil Noll wi'i'c iK'Vi'i’ romiitj^' 
Ulli.” 
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I low Ion;; li.i v <' I I " 
(’.'liii I ly. 

I [(' jmlK'( 1 ( Ml ( 1 1 1 ( I ( 

"Mo I^Oj )l _\ ( M I , 'll', I 1 1 

I ( l(MI 'I ( ll I IlK I I) ) ' ( N **i 
of ( iio _i',OII ( loi I lOl I I M‘l O o 

I I w ;is onh \\ (ion ! 

I h;i I I n i o w .1 llv 1 > 1 1 

MiiiMiM I Ix'iii;; .i \ of .f 1 1 M 

1 l('('{M'(‘ I lio II 1 1 k no W II , I 

J i’o;t II^\ w I j| t (( i no 1 1 1 ) I j M 
I lie Nil nil' niii n oii o 1 1 
w lion i li(‘ 1 1 ni(“ » ll' ( 1 1 1 h . 
I Iio ( !o{ m kooj loi lol 1 1 1 1 • 
w il ll I In' now r.iinliini' (m 

„r ,si„i )s Mild inoKlo. ;i 

I Iio w m II, M In;;, Inn;; I ;i Id 
fol'ins ,'i IK I Ino III;' M 1 1 
In llio 0()i;o. 'I'ln' ^'C ili I 
know'll lo 1110 l)\ ‘0;dl I , 

I III ion, wliioli w,o. siiiij 
Mild .sturdy, ns I'm ;is 1 
Mil old Im'owii inoinni" 
on lii.s < 'll low , Ills lin in i ■, 
liM 11 M \’orI o( I iVoin ! )io < ) 
on I Iio o( lior sn lo of I ho 
I loiiioss, n^y;^l oi'ioii',. roioi 

IM - 


‘0 to I In M I M'do'd, 
ll 

I n n I lol 1 1 1 1 oi’ I M Mil s, 
lioj i( M Mod w I ( ll M 11 \ 

>f oi 1 1 III Mm I mi I Id 1 1 1" 
Mil \ I ll I Mio 1 1 1 1 11 1 . 1 n 
10 ( Ihi ii'M' Mild ( linn I 

’ od (11 IM_\ oil t li.i I 
I I " 'M I ' o\ .1 Ml I Mod h^ 

duo < II '( M ,i( iM Mid 

d 1 .1 1 Ml I I Ml nd ;i •;,! IM 

mill .1 in d lioi I ooiM , 

1 n| iIm I M.diM III MiodoU 
ho.'od liM Monnh, nil 

0 I n\ ( I I d W d ll I dllolM I 
noil' Old IM.I d liNod 
MM I I M, I II I MS nil 

1 In ill 'di MO I h \ n |M| 
d\ I Nool .1 1 ilo ^1 lul'l 

I I M I Id 1 1 id "o, 1 kid III 
Mid, In ,,d lo, 1 1 1 Iin; 

I Old Ml" hi, o \ O', , Mild 
Mill I , t , In ()( 01 1 j ) \ 

I M Ido, Iio W ,1 , I Mn 
do, (MO 1 11,1 I 10 , d , w i I It 
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sohM'l lith" niDiii iihil, Inn, di tli(' HKc 

ili;il sl.it III' nl (I ihmK) (ir Mnjirj 

sli.idiiip, In. I,ni‘ on llu> loinl) hy !\1 Icluicl 

Xll'M'lo, o| rolli ii', lie Wiis r;i|', ('jif 

I I III II lit 111*' I mm II 111 111 lie li('!',;iii ))\ lo 

iiKil.r Mio 1 ;i IK lit HI .(‘iisr 1 'ul I liinl lu'cil 

w ;i I I H 1 1 o) 1 Ini I i M lit ! I .1 1 I 1 .1 1 1 , ;i IK 1 colli I'iid idl'd 
1 1 1 1 II w I ! 1 1 ", I i';i t ,1 , .11 1 ;i line V I'l ri' ;i \\ liilc lu' 
111 ’! oil So l:ii "ood. Hul Ills immoliility , 
Itic llinl. clliow oil llic liildc, llii' .‘ilinipl, 
iinli.ippN \oirt', till' .Innlcd ;itid ii\'Ciicd t’iicc 
.'irw itioic .Hid tnoir 1 1 1 1 pfcsM \'c. 11c !\cpl 

III ri 11 1 ;d d\ '.I It'll I It 11 ' ;i iiioiiicnl , mid I luMi, 
pl.K'iii" MIC 111 ;i '.iiip ol ii cci'liiiii si/.c, ;i( sen, 
iiiiilri ccihini (' 011111110 ) 1 , of wcnlhcr, st'iisoii. 
Int'.lllls , I'lc .ill \t'l'\ clc.tl' Mild prccis(‘ 
nitlcifil llIc |o CNCCllIt' M cci'Imiii lllMll(rUVr('. 
\\i rmc I \\M‘. li.iir llii'oiipji with it 111' did sonic 
iiKihn.il tlMiinipi' to lilt' ship, Dirci'lly 1 hud 
.. I .ipph't 1 with the di nil'll It y he cm used Mimlhcr 
1 1 , pi'C ,cll t ll -.ell , .1 llil W Ill'll I llM 1 doo, WMS 11 Ud 111' 
.liicK Miiollict *.liip licloic me, ereMliti" m very 
ihi lijM'i oil . ',il ii.i I loll ! IVII slip.hily oiil!'a.d‘d 
1)\ 1 Ills iii",eiiiill \ III pi 111 I", I I’liiihh' upon m inmi. 

“1 woiihlii'l have ‘pit into llnil mess, 1 
'■M I ! ' ; ' e , t ei ! , iniltll,\ 1 eoiil(l liiiN’e ,sc('ii itnil 
sill] I I >el ore 

I!):; 
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(if Mm Ic I III' w.m ,i|i(il\ iiM', [() \ 

(".iMim'cd, ;i limiii w ,11(1 ji.i,.;i';<‘ Ui^x (>]* 

[i.m^'.i'M 1 wciilii mil \U',li lo ui.\" f>i(|<‘ro,s( 

( lll'lll_\ '11 1,1 t Ml I ;i!'i I l.'H \ 'll If > I J;|_ 

txiiji iMulm ,1 iiiitl I iini()irtM'imi\'(M*i j Ills 

no n cl d,i I " I ll" I III I lie ,<• M<‘ \ (‘r-('n ( j { ^ ^ inis- 

I’m I line-,' >idlhi'i( lii';i\ lluM lon^i;' ] >< xjfy 
('11(1 I wmilM li.nc wcliiittM'd willi j 4 { 1 i j< J<.‘ 

:i]i <i[)|)iii’( nil ll \ III ('\('li;i nee iiilo lljo I'^hjhnf 
PutiJiiiniii. I'’jii;ill^\ lie ‘,|Mi\ed iiK" Hk" 

\m Ml .''1‘.i •! u|i|i(i,e' .mil |)tM\id{'d rii<,x ^^Mlh a 
lei' slim (' w )l ll mi! I \ in," ,,t in I Imii k.s I I j l')|j L<di 
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;i \ i 1 1 ho 1 W H iilloliHI's ;i ( 

Iho how , sir?" 


1 |Mr|):m')i in\ .i'll' Ihi'ii, ;i^ ;i l;isl liopi’ Ini' 
Mit' ,lii)i. Id lei llii'iii un in IIk' tnosl 

rill'd It. il iiMtnii'i, wlii'ti Ills iiilVni;il sysU'in of 
I r-.l in;' i r ( ill i rcl u liir .s r;i MU' ill in |iln.V ii.i^'iiiii. 

"Uiil llii'ir'. Hilly Hiir i'lilili', ^ nil V(' Insl 
1 lin hI 111 1 

I I , 1' \ ,l >j U'l'.'l 1 1 11" 

•'I'licii ! vwiiilil liiM'k llii'iM, il' 1 cniild, iinil 
l.iil llir !it';i\ii".l l!;i\\si'i on lniiint nil llm end 
,,1 (I,, , i,;Hn Im'I'hh' ti'lliiiy yn, mid H' sIh' i)atd(‘d 
I’l Dill I lull . w liicli i ' li'iil'' ' would jusl 

,|d hill hill", Sill' w niild li;i\ (' In y,n. 

" NhI 1 1 1 1 1 |", mot i’ in do, <'li ? 

I i);. 
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“No, si)’. I could do no niorc." 


I lo Vi' ,7 idl lev }]u][-}nu^}t. 

' \ on coiiicl always say your prayers." 
i((‘ j>ol ()])» ,sfrclcli(‘d liiaisOf, and .\'/i\\ii('d 
,shL'‘lil ly. n was a sallow, siroiiy, unaminUU* 
i'acr. i)iU me, ill a surly, doix'd fasliion, 
(lii'o(i,i;h die usual (iuosdoiis as lo liy'lils juid 
^i^iads, and T e.seaped iVoni du' room diatiK 
passi'd! )''or(y Jiiijiulc'sl Ami nyai}> 
1 walked on aii‘ along d'owi'i' Hill, wlt(‘i‘(‘ so 
inaip good men Itad losl ilieir iiead.s 
r siippo.se. diey were no I J’esoui’i’el'iil (’iioiigh 
(o .save dicnn. And in my hearl, ol' lu'url.s 
I had no ohjecdon (o meeling dial e,N;uidjM‘r 


onoe more when (lie Ihird and last oixloal 
l)(*eaine due in unollier yivir or so. I <'v<'u 
hoped I should. I knew Die worst of Id in 
iody miiuiles is no! an unnm, sou- 
id)le [line. Yes, F dislinel ly IiojkmI 
«u( nol u ini of a. WliVn f „i,.. 

l» ho oxniinnod f,,,. nuislor iho 
»■>'" reejed me w„s „ 

imiiul .oil. hice in sm.v, JInliy ,v))i«laT.s, 
iresii. Jor/naeion.s lips. 

He oonmioiieed (ipomlions loilli nil i-iiN\'- 
Lots see. II'iii. .Siijipd.sc von p'.J) 
"'•■•>llyouknoivofelu,rle,-pariio.s." 'lJek<.,,t 

U)() 
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ll lip m 

lll.il .1 

k' all 1 1) I'niii-d 1 , w'a iidfi'i Ilf 

nil 111 III! 

' sli.i 1 M' nl Cl iniiiif n 1 ill In hih' nnl nf 

1 1 1 . nW 1 1 1 1 

1 ) , 1 1 If 1 1 

l)idliii!‘ liinist'lf lip slini'l aiitl 

1 t ' 1 1 M 1 1 1 1 1 ' 

In llif 

1 Ml aiif'.s ill liiiiid 1 1 

\ n Mil) 

■ 1 1 " Inn, 

" lia I's yniir idt'a nf a 

p 1 1 \ Midi 

If 1 linw ' 

1h' iiiit'i'ii'd, snddt'iiiy, ai 


tile i‘)m 1 III .III III .! I’ltd i\'i' .'iin'cdolr Ix'jii’iiiii' 
ii|ii)ii ;i |)( iiii I i»l ,l()\\ ;iiM> 

1 \\.ii')n‘(l Iniii lli:il I li.’id iio (‘\j){'i’i('iH'(' of 
,1 In ,i I 11 ) 1 1 In' ;i I M'.’U ;i )H I ';;i \ (' 1 1 1 1 1 1 I W o <'l;isSlC}d 
r\.ini|di'< of m;i kn^li I I'l s niil nf m U’\l -hook. 
Ill <'\) li.itin' III’ )!('m-i dii'd In iin‘ :i jiiry-i'iiddci’ 

lit' Itmi iii\t’iili'd limis)'ll' _\(';ti's licfoi'i', wIkmi 
(I t nniMDi.i lid (if 11 Ilircc I liniisii III k Inn .si ('ii mk'i'. 
ll wiis. I I Ici't.i I llin rlr\n'('sl cniil I'iviiiict' 
1 Mi.iMihid di' ‘'M;i,\ Ik‘ nf list' In ytni .snini* 
)i,i\ lin ( nm Itldt'd “ 'N nil w ill ,t;n iiilti sU'Mlii 
pit' ,n 1 1 1 _\ k’, \ n'\ 1 indy iv'ns in In si (‘jiiu.’' 

'riii'in ln' wrniif, 1 nt'N’t'r \v('ii( iiiln 

.ItMin nn| rc;ill\ If I nid\ li\'(‘ Inii.t^' ('noilf^’h 
1 sli.iil lii'ininn 11 U'lir nf ji d(';id kill'- 

Kiii'i 111, .1 '.nil nl niniisl mils nn I i(|iii ly , llin 
niih s(';iin;in nf I In' tliii'k ;ii\(’s wlin liiid n(’V<‘r 
"( )i if in I ) 1 f n III nnl rt'i! I ly . 

Ik 'I ni t' 1 1 O' t'\;i Ml inn I inn w ;is lU't'i' lit* i inj)ii rlcd 
In tiif 1 ) in I ('! f si i I Ii', dt’l ails nt 1 lie I I'linsporl 

inn III tiif lliilf nl I ll<* ^ rinifJIll 
I!)'; 
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“Tlio nsc of wiiv Ix'c, * 

ii))()ill lliat lliTiCj loo,” li(* o)is('i‘\ t, * * 
n V(‘i‘y y(Hing' inas(('r llioii. 'rh;i|’^' A 
yon \V('i‘c' horn.” 

""Vos, sii-. I am ol‘ I ho \<‘;ifor I.o ^ ' 


VI 10 Ain liny yoar,” Ik' <-omni 


1 


li 


to adding in a londt'r lo, • ^ 

.sliij) lia|)])onod (lion lo In* in ’ 

Bengal, (Miiploycxl nii(l(M' a ^o\('ntiig/ ' ^ ^ 

(’loariy llio Iransjiorl soi'\’io(* ha, j ' f 
nakingof (his (wainiin'r, wlio so nii # 


lad i>ivoM nio an insigi 


'*h,. 
tnlo lu\ 


a\valv(Miing in mo llio .si'ii.so of (In' 
of lhal si'a Jifo inlo nhioh I Iiad slo 




IM’' 


l< 


onLsid(‘; gV’ing a lo(i<*li ol' Inniiaii 
(ho maohiiiory of ollioial l•(‘la(iot^^ 
adoplod. 1 1 is (‘\'|)oi'i(‘no(‘ was for 
tliong’h lioliacl hofMi an aii<*oslor. 

Wi'iling ni^\' long' naiiK' (il has luol^ • 
n'illi la))orions caro on llio .sli|) of lii ,|4 
ho rc‘niai“k('d ; 

” A"on aro of Bolisli <‘\lraol ion.” 

"Born llier<', sir.” 

JI<* laid down (Ii<‘ jam and l(‘ano(f f i: 
l<K>Ic a I nu“ as il woia' for llii' lirsi liitK*. 

”j\()( many {)f yoiir nalioiialih' in 


f < 


1 1 


« j 1 1 f 


vioo, I slioiild (hink. I n<*\'oi’ r<‘nioinl j* *j' # 
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in-- i>iif cillii'i' Itcl'oic nr id’h'i- I Icl’l tlic m'ji. 
I '"II I I cninliil ici ('\ri I icii i lll!> ( il' nii<>. An jn 
l.i In I I irn| )lc, ;i i nil I nil ? " 

I ..tnl\c‘. \ni\ miirh sn. \\'{M\ ('!■«' ITIlUlU' 
Il'Hii 111" '.n;i lint unl\ 1 1 \ si I ii;i | inn, hnl nlso 
llnni .1 cnllll ili'l r ;il»S('MCi' nf IIkIIutI JlSSlM'ijl- 
I mil. iml liriii;' .‘i (‘niniiM'rri;il iKilinii .‘il nil, 
lull |nnnl\ ;i!*i H‘iil I m ill. Me imiilc IIkmi IIh' 
i|il:)iiil rnllcrl inn lli;il il \\;is “;i Inii^' way for 
iin- tn <'ninr mil In liryjii a ,s<'a lilC”; as if 
SI .1 litf wnir iinl | n a life in wliich niin 
:mm' . a Inm- w .i\ I'mni limin' 

I Inlil liini. sinijin.",, Ilial iin ilmilit I couM 
li.i\r t'niiinl a slilp tmicli iirai'i'i' iiiy Mali\'<' 
|)l.iin, Im'I I had llimiyjil lo ni,\s('ll' llial if I 
w .1 . In tin a a'ainan, then 1 uniild Ix' a Ill'itisI) 
.riiin.in ainl im nllirr. Il was a mallnr nl’ 
d< I il M'i'a I rl min' 

I |r iimhicd sli;'hl l\ al I liat , and, as )u' k(‘])l 
nil Innkin;' al nil' inh'i'rni'a I i\'(‘ly , ! t'lilar/^i'd 
,1 III I In, (’niil’cssiii!' tlial 1 had spi'iil a lillh* 
tilin' nil llin way ui ihr Mi'diU'iTain'aii and in 
IIh- Wi'sl liidli's I dill iinl wiinl In pi’i'si'iil 
iii\M-ll In llic iliihsh Mi'i'chant Scrvici' in Jin 
.dlm'.rlhiT p.n'cn stale. Il was no n.si' lellini;' 
him lhal m.\ m\sleriniis \'nealinn wars so 
'Imn;- llnd iny \<*ry w dd nals liad In In* snwn 

MM) 
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nl soa. li was Iho oxacl Irulli, hul lu^ woiiltl 
not have understood llie soiiiewlial oxi'oj)- 
tional i)sy(‘liolo^’y ol* my sea-g'oin^', I fear. 

'‘I sui)])(jse yoidv(‘ never eoiiK' at'ross oin' 
of yoni' eoLiiitj’ymen at sea. Ilavc^yon, nowP' 

I adiiiilled I never had. 'The exaniiiun* 
liad ^iven himself np to tlu' s])lril of ^'(i.ssipiup; 
idleness. iA)r m3''self, 1 was in no haste to 
leave that room. Nol in lh(‘ least. TIk' rj‘;i 
of exaniinations was over. I woidd mn'er 
again see that friendly man who was a j)i'n - 
le.ssioiial aneestor, a sorl of gTaiidfathei* in I ho 
era ft. Moreover, J had lo wail till lie dis ^ 
missed me, and of thal (here was no .sign. 
As he remained silent, looking al me, 1 
added : 

“Rut I have heard of one, some yiairs ago. 
Tfe secans lo have hecii a hoy sia'A’iiig lii^-^ 
time on hoard a Idverpool ship, if I am iiof 
mistaken." 

‘AVhat was Ins name.?’' 

I told him. 

"How did yon say that?" he asked, piK-km'- 
ing np his eyes at the uneonlli sound. 

I repeated the name very dislinetly, 

" How do you spell it? " 

I told him. He moved his Imad al IIk^ 
^200 
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iiil|n;trl H'.'iltlr ii.iliiir of lliiil ti;iiiU', ol)- 

t'd 

“It's 1 1 1 1) 1 1 ' ;i ' Ini 1 1 ', ;i s \ nil r own jsii'l it ? ” 

'riicrr w ;i - im Iniri'y, I hiul pjissi'd lor 
iii.'isU'i, .lint I li.'td nil IIk' i'c'sI o|' my |ilV; 
Ih'IoM' MK In lll.lkr Mic |)('s| of il. lliiil 
M rliH'd .1 loll;' llliir, I \S(’lll IrisiiK’lv tlll'Ollf^ll 
:i >1 1 mil n mil I ;d ('.dr(d;i I ton , iMid s;dd ; 

“ \ol i|ml(' Slmiim' liy lun Ki tors, sir.” 
'“Is il"'''’ d'lm i'\;imiiu‘i' piislmd lli(‘ sl^iu'd 
Idim 'dip .u'l'n^ . llm t.ilili' lo MU', mid ros(' 
I'toni III clmn Sniimlinw Mils si'imu'd n 
;dii'iipl nidiii!' nl' niir ri'Liliotis, mid 1 IVII 
iilitio'.l voii'N In p:itl finiii Iliiil ('\('(dl(']it mmi, 
\\l)o \\;ts 111,1 .liT (if ;i ship hi'l’ni’i' Mil' wliispor 
of I III' M'.'i Imd IT. mill'd im\ I’l'iidlr. ! h' ollVi'i'd 
iiir lii< Imiid ;ind w mill’d iim \M’ 1 I. Hi' I’ViMi 

iioidr :i h slrp^, Inwjii'd llir door with inr, 
,1 lid t'lii In 1 w iMi yi ind ii;i I lin'd mh’iri’. 

“j doii’l kiinu wlml nuiy In' your plmis, 
Milt \ n 1 1 nl 1 ! ;l 1 1 In }’n Milo s| r;i III , \\ lii’l i <t 

1 1 III M him I'n I 111'' 1 1 i;t s| (' r s ri'i'l I lii'ii 1 1 ’ 1 1 s Mii’- 
piopi'i hum. H‘ I wmv yon I would yn into 

sh'uiii.” 

1 lluiiiln'd liini, mid ■^liiil Mm dooi' lii'liiiid 
,,,o dcliniMdi nil llm oni of I'Niiniiiuitlons. 
IMM Mi;il Itiim 1 did not wiilk on air, as on 

‘.'(II 
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Ll](' two occasions. 1 wafL(‘(l jktoss (lu* 
hill of many hc'licadiiii^s w’ilh mcaisn r(*< 1 .sli'ps. 
Tl w’as a I'acl, I said to mysc'lf, tlinl I was now 
a Hi’ilish master mariiu'r hcyoinl a <i<nilit. |j 
was noL that I liad an ('\ai>'<^'('j'a I <'d s<'ii,s(' of 
that very modest ac]ii('\ (mu'ii I , willi which, 
howa'vcr, luck, ()])|)ort iin ity, oi’ any ('vlraiu'- 
oils intlueiice could hav(' had nolliiiin' to do. 
That fact, salisl'actory and ol)sciii-<' in it si' if, 
had for me a certain idi'al si;L;’nili(*aii{'r. It 
was an answer to ccidaln oiilsjioki'n scopii- 
eisin and even to some not vei'y kind as- 

persions. I had ^'^ndica(('d mysi'ir IVoiii wlial 
had lieen cried u])on as a stiijiid ofjslitiacy or 
a hintastic eajirice. I don't nii'aii li) ,sa\' 

that a wliolc eoiinlry iiail hi'i'ii coiiNnilscd hy 
my ilesire to go to sea. Ihit for a ]u)y 1)<‘- 

tw'cen fifteen and sixteen, s('nsili\'(* I’liough, 
in alt conscience j the comiiio t ion of his 

little world had si'cnu'd a \'ci’y I'oiisldi'rahti' 
thing indeed, So considt'rahlc that, ah.siii’dlv 
enough, tlic echoe's ot it lingi'r t(j 111 is da\', 

1 caLeh myscll in hours of solitinh' and reti’o- 


s])ecL meeting argnmcnl.s and clmrgvs made 
thirty-five years ago hy voiei's now' fori'vi'r 
still; finding things to say llml an a.ssailed 
hoy could not Itave found, sim])l,^' hi'eansc' of 


e >()'2 
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tliC 1M\ Jci’lotl . Ill's'. u| III', lll)|)l||s('s lo lliinsi'ir. 

1 iiiH iri .1 ( )(M ! Ill) iiini'c I li;i II Mir propir who 
i.illril Upon nil' to r\pl;iin iiiyM'll'. 'I'lirri' wos 
01) piriTilrnl I \rn|\ hrlii'M' iiiitii' WJIS Mu' 
niil\ of ;i Imy ol’ ii)\ iin honii 111 y mid miU'- 

ri-ilnil > liiLinp, ;i, -m) In spriiK, slmidiiii) jump 
ni 1 1 ul' I its I :iri,i I .11 1 roll lit 1 1 1 1|‘ s :i IK I iis.sociii I ions. 
|■'{)l \(iii imi d 11 iidiM s| ;i IK I 1 iui 1 I Imi’i' Wiis no ld('!i 
ol’niiN soil of " r;i rrrr " iiMii,^ riill, OfUiissin 
1)1 (iriiii;iip\ I lirrr rniild I ir no < |i irsi ioli. ddu' 

I lit I loi i:i li I \ , I hr :i II I rrri Iri I K, mndi' il iiiijins- 
',il)l<‘ d'hr frrliii}', ;iK,;iiiist Ihr Ausli'iiiil ^.('i'- 
\ irr iiol so '.irony, mid 1 diiri' say Mum'i' 

wniihl lia\r hrrii no dilliriill,\ ill (indiiiy' my 
\\:i\ il 1 1 o 1 111' Nil \ a I Si'hool a I Mo la. II would 
li:i\r nirjint si\ iiioiillis' o\lr:i yriiiditiy id 
(Iriinait, pr rli ap'^ ; 1 ml 1 wasiml pasl llu' aya 
of ai linis'.ioii, and in olhar rrsprrls I wa.s W(dl 
(pi.'ililird, 'This r\prdiriil lo pii Ilia 1 a my folly 
\\;r. ihoiirjd of Iml iiol 1 )\ ma, 1 imisl 
.idnill lhal ill that rasprrl m\' iirs>ali\’a was 
.irrrpird al oiira 'I'hal ordar of fi'aliiiy was 
( 1 1 1 n praha I r.i I )la riionyh lo ihr mosi inimtaal 
,,f m\ aril irs, I w as iml rallrd upon lo olfar 

r \pi,i IUI I loir. , hill Ilia triilh Is lhal whal 1 
had 111 \ law wu'-. iiol a nasal raraar, Iml llu' 
d'lirra .ariiiad uo w a) opail lo II hill 
‘J(i:l 


sra. 
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llii'oii^'li I'ViUK’O. 1 liad l!i(‘ al aii_v. 

I’alc. and ol’ all llic (‘oimlrias in l^ati’ojx' il i • 
with Id'ance that l\)laiid has most roniK'i 
[ion. 'TIumv warn sonu' facilities for lia\iic'. 
nie a. lit lie looked after, at first. I.('tl(’i 
were beiii^' written, answei's w'ere heitn; n- 
eeived, arran^i;einenls wei\‘ heiii^f niad(' fni 
my dei)arlnre for Marstalles, when' an iw 
eelleiiL fellow called Solary, got at in a round 
ahont fashion lliron,J 4 ’h \'arious I'driichclianiK'l .. 
had promised ‘‘'ood-na t iiredly to pul /<• jrinn 
hommc in the waiy of ^ellinj^' a dec('iil shi|> 
for his first slai't if he I'eally wmnl('d a I a sic 
of ce meder de chien. 

1 wad died all tlie.se ])re])aralions j^rale 
fully, and ke])t my own counsel. Ikil what J 
told the last of my examiners w'as perh'<'ll\ 
(rue. Already the detei'inined n'soha' I ha I 
“if a seaman, llien an khiglish seaman” \\a'« 
formulnh'd in my lieatl, Lhou^'h, of coiirsn. 
in the Polish languaji,’e. 1 did not know si\ 
wa>rds of ICnglish, and I wars astute ('intiia.h 
to understand that it wars much lu'ller In 
say nothing of my pui'iio.se. As it wars I u.-i • 
ahxauly Undced uiJon as ])artly imsaiu', a I 
leas I by (he more distant acqiiaintaiiee^ 
The jirincipal thing wans to get awaiy. I |Mtl 
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in.v I nisi ill lli(‘ good-iuilnml Solarv's vny 
ri\ il l(dl<'r lo my iiticlo, lli()ti<>h I mms shocked 
M lillh' l>.v ili(‘ i)lir;is(' alioul {\\v uiclierde rhirn. 

'Tins Sohuy ( IJaplisliii), when I behold him 
in llu‘ [h'sh, tin-ii(‘cl out a (|uil(‘ 3'oimg man, 
\'('iy good-looking, willi a fine hlaek, sliorL 
hoard, a, Trosli ooinploxion, and soft, nioriy 
hlaoiv (y<'s. Mo was as jovial and good- 
nalnrc'd as any hoy (‘oiild ilosiix'. I was slill 
asha'p in iny room in a, niodosL hole! near the 
((nays of Iho old porl, aflor iho i'aLLgnos of 
Iho joiirmy I'ia \'ioiina, Zurich, l.yons, wh{?n 
lu' hurst, in, flinging the sliiiMors ()])en lo Llie 
sun of Ih’ovoiKg' and chiding me hoisterou.sly 
for lying ahod. flow ploa.sanlly he slartlei 
nu' hy his noisy ohjurga Lions lo ho up and oh 
inslaiilly Tor a “llnve years’ cainjniign in ihe 
SoulhStais!” () inagi(‘ words! Uitorampaijne 
(Ic Iroifi (ut.s duns' /o,s* nunw dii ,vnd” — that is the 
hhamch for a thrc'e years’ tleep-waler voyage. 

fie gave' nn* a, chdigiiLfiil waking, and his 
I'lmnidliness was unwearied; huL I fear he 
did noi Ollier iifKiii lluMpiosl for a ship for me 
in a very solemn sjiiriL lie had been al sea 
hinis<‘lf, hill had hd'l olf at, the age of Iwenty- 
fiNHg (iiiding lie could oai’ii his living on , sin ire 
in a nuich more agreeahle manner. II(‘ w’as 
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rehilod (o an iiKTodildn nninbci- of iM a f,s(‘ill('- 
w('ll-l(wl() rainilios ol' a (‘(‘rlain <*liiss. Oiio ol 
lli^ uncles was a ship-hi’olsc'r of sin in Hum, 

wilh a lar^^’cM'Oinieelion ainoiiM l^bi^lish .ships, 
olhea l“ela[L^'es of his (huill in ships’ sloros, 
owned .sail-lofls, sold cliaiiis and nnelioi's, u (ua* 
niasler- stevedores, calkers, sliIpwriMli I s. IJis 
,i.riiii(ira(her (I think) w'ns a di^ttilnry (d' a 
kind, I he Syiidie of (he I’ilols. I tiindt' ac- 
(jLiaiiitaiices ainon^^' these' jx'oph', Inil iMninly 
among (he piluls. The very firsl wdioh' day 
T e\'er spent on .sail. w'aU'i’ wuis in s'l I a I ion, 
in a ]jig lialf-deeked pilol-hoal, eruisiiiM nnder 
elo.se ree'fs on the lookoiil, in niisl\', blowing 
wx'atlier, for’ tlie sails ol shijis aiul Oie sinol',<' 
of .steamers rising oul lh<‘r<', beyond lb(‘ ,sltm 
and tall Plainer lig'li Lliouse eulliiig' I he line' of 
tlie wind-swwpt horizon wdlli a while' pe'rpeii- 
diciilai- stroke. They were hosfnlabh' souls, 
Lhe.se sturdy Provenegd seanne'ii. I'lule'r (In' 
general designation of lepch'l ami dv Hit pH.d it> 
I was made the guest of llie eoi’poj'u ( ion of 
pilots, and liacl tlie fre'e'dom of llu'ii’ boal.s 
night or day. And many a day unel a nighi, 
too, did I spend ernising wdtii (hevse I'ougli, 
kindly men, uneler who.se anspiec's my fii- 
Limaey wdili the .sea liegan. Many a lime 
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“ tiu' lit tl(‘ I'l’iond of haplisliu" had Llie liooded 
(>l(>ak of du' ]\l(Mlil{M‘rati('aii sailor llirown over 
him l)y lludr Iioik'sI hands while dod^iiit*' al 
nij^iil under Ihe hM‘ of Chrileau d’rf on tlie 
wa U'h for I he li,»^’hls of ships, d'heii' .sea- 
laiiiied fa<'(‘s, whisk('red or shaved, lean or 
full, will) Ihe iiileui, wrinkled sea t\ves of the 
piloi breed, and here and iherc' a thin ,i'’ohl 
hoop al the lobe of a hairy eai‘, bent over 
iiry ,sea iid'aiiey. d'he first u])ei‘ati()n of sea- 
luaiiship 1 had an opportunity of observing 
was the boarding of ships al sea, at all times, 
in all slab's of tin' weather Tlu'y gave it to 
UK' lo tlu' fut And I have been invited to 
si I ill iuoi’(' I ban oiu' tall, dark lioiise of the 
old lowu al I heir hospitable hoard, had the 
h()Ni/l(ih(ii.s,s(' ladh'd out into a thick jilate by 
llu'ir high-voiced, broad-browed wives, talked 
to Ihelr daugiib'i‘S'-lhiek-se( girls, with pure 
)>rofih's, glorious masses of black hair arrangeil 
with eomiihcaled arl , dark eyes, and dazzlingly 
whiU' iei'lh. 

I had also ollu'r accpiainlanci's ol (iiiile a 
diHei’i'iil sort. Oiu' ol IIh'iu, Aladaine D('l- 
('sbiiig, an Impi'rioiis, handsome lady in a 
statiiesipK' style, w'ould carry me off now and 
I lieu on [he froiil seat of her carriage to the 
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ill l]ie hour of rasliionahh' She 

hclon.ued io one of llu' ohi iii-ishxo'u I ic J'iiin ihc.s 
111 iiio soiiHi. In her liau.^lily sh(> 

II, sod Io niako ino Lliink of l/ad>' l)o<N<)ck m 
J)ic'k(“iis',s "Ideiik House," ji work of llir iiue, 
U'r for wliicl) I lun'<’ siieli an adiuira 1 ion. or 
ral hei‘ .siK'li iiii Inlense ami iiitreasoMitiy all'oc 
Lion. daLiiii^' from ihe days of lll,^ cldldlioiMk 
(hat lis \'ery wcakiu'sses ari' morr |n-(‘(‘ioiis 
Io me Lhan lhi‘ si ren^'l li of oIIku’ iiioti's uiu’k. 
I lia\e 1‘eafl it inmiiiH'rahk' (iiiios, Imlli m 
]^)lis]i and in Kiiglisli; I liav(‘ i•('a(l il oril\ Hu* 
other day, and, by a iiol very Mir-pi'isiuy in 
M'i’sion, ihe Lady Dedloek of llu' bonk re 
niind('d me slron^'ly of the "/irlfc d/n</tr//r 
J)cJ(‘.sian(j," 

Jlei' liushand (as I .sal. faeiiiij;’ llumi bolii), 
with his Lliin, bo1l,^' nose and a |)<'rfeoli\ 
i)Ioodless, narrow pliy,sio/:;momy {damped In 
r'ellier, as it vere, by short, foi-mal ,st<lr whisk 
ers. had iio[hin^>' of Sir h('iees(<'r l)<>dIo(dv’s 
“,1'rand air" ami eoiirlly sohmiiiil.w I!*' be 
lon^>ed to Ihe h((}ifc hourijcoisiv o^ll,^^ and was 
a hanker, wilh wdiotn n jiuxh'.sl <>r(alil had 
lu'en opejK'd for my needs. He wa.s sueh an 
ardent— no, sueli a frozeji-np, niitmiiiilied 
HoyalisL lliat he ii.sed in eiirreiiL eoiL\'<u*sa t ion 
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I urns of s|)('('(‘li <’oiiUMnj)orai‘y, i slioiild say, 
wilh Ilio y'(MHl (^iialr('; and whew talk- 

iiiy of nioMcy iiialtin‘s, ivckoiu'd tiol in fi'anns, 
tikr lli<' comnioii, yodl(\ss lK'r<l of posl-Kc'vo- 
liilioiiai-y l^VtniclinuMi, hid in ohsokdn and 
foi’<>;ol Uni ('(‘US -rrihs- of all inonoy iiniLs in 
llu' woi'ld' -as [hongli Louis (^nalor/o weve 
si ill jn'oiiuniadiiio' in I'oyal spkniduur llu' ^ar- 
(Unis of \’('rsaillos, and iMonsicnir da (’ollani 
hiisy Willi tin' diinn'lion of ntarilinin alfairs. 
^'oll iniisl adniil tlial in a hankin- of llic ninn- 
U'cnilli ('(Milury il was a ([uainl idiosyncrasy. 
Luckily, in llu‘ coiintin^dionsc (iL occujiii'd 
paid of 11 k‘ ii,'round floor of the Dclestan^' 
town r<'sid(nicc, in a silent, shady strcid) I he 
accouiils were kejit in inodern money, so that 
1 iieviM’ had any dillieiilLy in making my 
wants known to the ^rave, low- voiced, dec- 
orous, la‘< 4 it iniisl (I suppose) clerks, silting 
in llu' perjietual gloom of heavily harrod win- 
dows Leliind the somhre, ancient counters, 
Inniealh lofty ceilings with heavily molded 
cornices. 1 always felt, on going out, as 
though I had been in the temple of some 
V(n\\' dignified hut completely temporal re- 
ligion. And it was generally on the, sc occa- 
sions I ha I under the great carriage gateway 
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Racly I nH‘{tii iMadniiH' r)(‘l(\slniii*’— 

calcliiii^' of iny raised lial. would Ix'ckon 
iiK' wilh ail amial)l(‘ iiiijXM'ioiisiKvss (o IIk' sidi' 
ol' lli<‘ ciiri'ia.i'V, and sug^ji‘<‘sl willi an aii' ol’ 
annist'd tioiiclialancis "IVva'rJ f/o//r f<(i)'r int 
/(jfir (urr (o wliicli I Ik* linshaiid would 

a<Id an (Micoiira}i;in^ “r'r.v/ ra. itioitlez^ 

j(‘uuc ll(' (jiieslioned nu* .sonu'- 

linx’s. significani ly hnl jXTiecI laei and 

k’li<aK‘y, as io I lie way I einploNaxj niy liiiu', 
Old n(‘\^<'r failed Io (‘xpress IIk' Iio|X‘ lliaf T 
wroR' l•e^^•ldarly Io my ‘diononr(‘d iineli'.” I 
niad(* no s{‘(*i‘e( of llx' way 1 (Mnpl(\\'(‘d niy 
lime, and 1 rallxM* faiiey l.Iial my arUcss 
tail's of llie pilots and so on ('iiterlaiiied 
Aradame Di'lesLan^' so far as (liai iiK'lfalile 
woman ooiild ))(' entertained Ry llu' [)ratll(' 
of a yonnijsler vi'ry full of his new exj)eri(‘ne<‘ 
ainoii^ slran^^’i' men and slran^’i' sensalions. 
Slio ex|)r('SS{'d no opinions, and talked to mi' 
\'('ry link'; ^\'('t li(*r j)or(rai( hand's in the ,^‘al~ 
lei‘\' of my inlitnale niemorii's, fixed llu'ri' 
by a short and tlei'tiiij^' ej)isode. One day, 
d'ler pulling’ me down at the c'orm'r of a 
;lree(, she ofleri'd me her hand, and detained 
ii(‘, hy a sli<*'hL pressure, for a niomenl. AYhih* 
(h(' hiisJiand sal motionless and lookini*’ 
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,s( rn i.H'lil him, slu* lea nod forward in 

tiu' (■;irria^(' lo say, will) jusl a .sliado of warn- 
iiii^' in her h'isuredy lone: "H Jaiil, ccpcNdanL 
f'atyr n/Zea/Zon a nc /a/.v <jdlc)' .vr/ vie." J had 
in*\'('r S('(‘u her face so elos(' lo mine l)elore. 
Slu' nuide my hear! Inail and caused Jne lo 
r(Miiaiii llion.^lilfid fora wliole evening. ('ei-- 
laiiily OIK' imisl, af[('r all, lake (‘are not lo 
.spoil oiu^'s lile. Ihil she did not kno^^'- 
tiohody eoidd know-how inipossihie lhal 
(lat)g'('r seemed lo me. 
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C '^AN I he tniii.sporls ol' fi rsl Ion’c- Ih' 
(■ulinc<l, cheeked, (iirned lo cold mis 
^ picion of I li(‘ I’ll ( lire hy ii ,nr;i \ (' ;i 
oil i'roiii a work on <'coill>m,^'? I ;isk 

is i( enitceivahler' Is i( possiUN'? \\’oiild 
h(’ rii'iilP \Vi[li my lei'! on I hi' ver.S’ shores 
)!' till' sen and alionl lo I'tnhraci' iny Iditi'-i'yed 
di’i'ani, wind eonid a, ^’ooiknaliii’i'il warMine, 
as lo spoiling one’s HTe ini'an lo yoiilliriil 
])assionP Tl was the most nnexpeeli'ii and I Ik* 
Iasi, too, of the many warnings I had nt'ceiN isl. 
Jt sounded to me very /jZ-sarre and, iitlc'i-ial 
as it was in the very presenci' of my ('iieliaiiN 
ri'ss, like tlie voice of folly, the \mi<'e of 
ignorance, BuL I was not, so (xalions or so 
slu])id as not to rceog’ni/e Iheix' also llic n’oici* 
of kindness. And tlicji the vagm'iii'.s.s of the 

warning' — hecausc wlniL can he (hi* 

of the pJirase: Lo spoil one’s life? ari’csted 
oni'ts attention liy its air of wisi' profuiid i[^\'. 
.Vt any rate, a.s I ha\a' said hi'loi’i', the ^^'or(lsof 
la belle Madame Didimlaag made in (> I hough t- 
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I’ul Tor 11 whole' (‘voiiin,^'. I Irioel to iiiulor- 
slinul inid tried in \'idti, not lia\’ing‘ any notion 
• d' lift' as an ('iitc'i'pi'iso that ooidd he mis- 
I nil iia.t’X'd. ! 5 nt I left oil’ heina,' lluHiglil t'til 
shoi-lly Ixd’ore' inidnighU at wlurli lioiii', 
hniiidcd ])y no ghosts of the ])ast and hy no 
\’isions of llu’ fiitnrc, I walked down the cinay 
of tlio r/r//.t‘ !*<)}'( to join liie pilol-hoat of 1113^ 
frienids. I knew wliere slie woeild lie wailing 
for lioi’ erew, in the little hil of a canal behind 
the fort at the entranec' of the harl)onr. ddie 
4 1 (‘sorted ([iia.s's looked vei',v while and dry in 
1 h(' inoonlighl, and as if h'osL-bonnd in the 
shii!']) air of that Ih'eeinber night. A jH'owler 
oi' two slunk 1)3’^ nolselessl,v ; a eusloin-house 
g’liai'd, soldier-like, a sword by his side, paced 
(‘lose under I he l)ows])riLs of the long voav of 
shii)s moored hows on opposite Lhc long, 
slighll3" curved, eontiniions flat wall of the tall 
houses lluiL seemed lo bo one immense 
nhandoned linilding willi innumerable win- 
dows shutter('d elosel3^ Onl_v here and there 
SI small, dingy cafe for sailors east a yellow 
gleam on the bluish sheen of the flagstones. 
Passing b3g one heard a deep miirmiir of 
voices inside — nothing more. Hoav quiet 
ev(n\ylhing was a I the end of the cpia3’'s on the 
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last Oil which I won! onl Tor ii S('r> ici' 

ariiisc'iis a .i>’ursl of ihv i\Iars<'illcs piluls! 
Xol a lool.sRi), o\c<'])l my own, iiol a siyli. 
liol a wliispoi’ing’ echo ol’ ih<‘ usual r(‘\'('li’\ 
oil in Lhe nan-ow, iiiispoakabh' hmos ol 
Iho Old 'I'owii roacliod my (’ar jiikI sii(i(l(Mii\ . 
will) a tc'rrihc jiiif>iin£>' rallle of iron and y'la.ss, 
'Ik' omnibus of I he JollielU' on ils la hi jounx'^ 
wiuig round Ihe (-oriun' of llx' d('ad ^^■aN 
\hic*h faces across (hcjiavcd road llie <‘liarae 
eristic angular mass of the Idirl Si. dean, 
dlirce horses Irotled abreast, will) the <daH<'r 
of hoofs on (he granite sells, and lli<‘ y{dh>^^, 
njiroarions inacliiiie jolled \'ioieii 1 Ixdiiiul 
them, fantastic, lighted ii]), {M'l'Rad ly tun ply, 
and with the driver aiipatamlly asle(*i> on bis 
swaying ])ereh above that ama/jug ra(*Kel . 

1 flattened myself against llie wall and gasped. 
It was a stunning ex])erienc(‘. '’rinui iifb-r 
staggering on a few paces in tin' shadow of t be 
fort, easting a darkness imm' inUnisi' Ihaii 
that of a clouded night njxm llu' <‘anal, 1 saw 
the tiny light of a lanlerii standing on llu' 
quay, and became awaii'e of mnffh'd figni-es 
making toward it from various diixa'l ioii.s. 
Pilots of the Third Comjiany has I (ui big to 
embark. Too sleepy to \)c lalkaliv(\ lliey 
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sl(‘|) on hoard in sikaicc. Bn I a Tew low 
”')’iiiils and an {'norinou'^ yawn arc heard. 
Sonu'hody even ejaenlati's: "Wh ! ('oijiifft de 
.^oii !" ainl si^iis wearily a I Ids hard l‘a(.e. 

'TIk' jxdroii of Ihe d'hird ('oinjjaiiy (lliere 
w('r(‘ (*oin])ani(‘s oi' j)il()ls al dial lime, [ 
l)('ii(‘V(0 is llu' hrolher-in-law of iny friend 
Solary (Ba])tislin), a hi'oad-shoiddered, decp- 
elu'sh'd man of forty, with a keen, frank 
i^lanee which always seeks your ('yes. lie 
,u;r(M‘ts nu' hy a low, lu'arty “//A rami. Cum- 
tncul V(i?" \Yilli Ids clipped nuislaelie and 
?nassiv(‘ open face, en('r^'(‘tie and at the same 
time placid in ('\])ression, he is a fine specimen 
of the .soiiLherner of the calm type, hor 
Ihei'c is sLieli a tyj)e in which the volatile 
.southern ])assi()ii is transmuted into solid 
J‘ore(\ He is fair, hnt no one could iidslakc 
liim for a man of the north even hy the dim 
jt*'l(‘ani of Llie lantern slandin<>' on the Cjuay. 
He is worth a dozen of your ordinary Aor- 
inans or Bretons, hut then, in the whole 
iinnu'iise sweep oi the jMedi terra neaii slanesj 
you could not find hall a dozen men ol his 
.stanij). 

Standing hy the liller, he pulls out his 
vatch from under a thick jacket and bends 
'■ 21 . ■» 
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lii^ head o\’(‘r il in easl itilo Hie Rua I 

d'lnu^’s II]), fJis ])l(‘asanl voice c'oininjirjH , 
in a (|uie( iindeilone, " Largticr:." A stuhR'iil.v 
])i’oj('cl('d arm snalelies (he l;ni[<'rn oil' lln 
{juay — ami, warjied alont»' Ry n liiu' al 
111 (Ml with l]i(‘ red’ll la r Liio'of Rma 1 i<mmv\’ .s\\ecj»' 
in the bow, Hie bi£>’ liall'-di'eRml Roal Hill <>l 
men glides on I of Hie RlaeR, Ri’immI li k\ss sliadnw 
ol’ Hie I'orl. Tlie open waliM'ol' lli<‘ aranl jh)i/ 
l^liHcM's under the moon ns if h()\\'ii o\aM' wiili 
millions of sequins, and (Re lonn' ^vllil(' Rci’aR 
waler shines lilce il Hiick bar ol solid si Km 


AViHi a (luick raHle of blocks and om> siin;R‘ 
silky s\usli, the sail is filled by n lillh' Riviv,.* 
keen enough lo Innx' come slraiglil down rnnn 
HieiVozcu moon, and the Roal, arier lli(‘ ehil ler 
of the hauled-in swee[)s, .seems lo sland af 
rest, surrounded by a myslerioiis whispeiMii;' 
so faint and iinoarllily [hal il iiiny Ik^ tl/,. 
rustling of the brillmnt, overpo\v(ming iikmui 
rays Iweaking like n rain-shower ujion I be' 
hard, smooth, shadowless sea. 


r may w(dl remember that Iasi nighl spcml 
the pilots of the Third (h)nipany. f 
have known the .spell of mooidighl .simr. 
on various .seas and coasts- eoasRs of fmv.sK,, 
ol rocks, of sand dunes— but no niagie 
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|><M'IVc‘l ill ils roveliitioii of unsii spec Led cluir- 
*1 cli'r, as ihougli one were allowed lo look 
ii])oii I he mystic nature of material things. 
I^'or houi’s 1 sifj)j)()se no word ’\^as spoken in 
lhal boat. TIk* pilots, seated in Lwo I’ow^ 
riuang each other, do/.ed, with their arms 
folded and their chins j'csiing upon their 
l)i'easts. ddny displayed a great variety of 
<:*n])s: cloth, Avool, leatliei’, peaks, ear-flaps, 

I nssels, wdth a i)icLnres(jue round herel or 
lwo [)ulled down over the l)ro^^s; and one 
^ga'andfalher, with a shaved, bony face and a 
f>Teal beak of a nose, had a cloak with a hood 
which made him look in our in id si like a 
(n)wled monk being carried off goodness knows 
wIh'I'c by til at silent company of seamen- - 
cpiieL enough Lo be dead. 

Aly fingers itched for the tiller, and in due 
<_'c)urse Jiiy friend, the patron^ surrendered it 
Lu me ill the same spirit in wdiich the family 
c'oaehman lets a boy hold the reins on an 
<'asy bit of road. Tlierc was a great solitude 
*1 round us; the islets ahead, Alonte Ciisto 
iind the Chateau d’lf in full light, seemed 
lo (loat lowai'd ms — so steady, so inipercep- 
l ible was the progress of our boat. Keep 
her in the furrow of the moon," the pairuH 
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(jirccird iji<\ in a (luial inin'iiiiir, silliiiiv 
j)oinl<'i'()ii.sIy ill (1h‘ .sk‘i‘ii“.slK'('l.s ami rrju'hiti" 
]’()f his 

'I'Ik' j)ilul sUilinii ill 1 li(*r lilv<' lliis w a . 

(iiil,\ a mile or hvo (o lli(‘ wt'sluaial of I In- 
i-Ids: aiul |)rcs<'ii 1 1;^’, n.s \\'(‘ apiirtnielti'd lln- 
-pol. IIk* l)oal ^\’e wen' lo r(‘li('\e .swam 

iiilo our \’)e\v siuldeiiiy, on lier ^\'a>' linnir. 
(iidiii.i’' diaek and sitiish'r info I Ik' wakt- ol' 
[lie inooii under a .sal)l<‘ lo (lu-m 

oiir <ail inii.sl lun-e hei'ii a \'isioM (d' 


and daz/Jini 4 ‘ radiaiiee. W'lllnnil alleririi’ llic 
coiii'se a hair’s hreadlh we slif)j)ed |)\ (-af h 
(dlier wiLldn an oai-'s leiijL>-|ii. A draw liii;;, 
-ardoiiie hail came oiif ol" her. Iiislaiillw as 
if hy inai^ie, oiir dozitio- pilofs i^of <>n (Im-ii- 
fed in a body. An inere<lil)l(‘ habel of ban 
Lerim*' .slioiiis hiii’st mil, a jocular, passicma 1 1 -. 
v(.lMi)Ie elniKer, \\hi<'li lasli'd fill 1 |k' boal. 


wen- slerii to slern, I heirs all l»ri»iil now, and. 
^\^dl a sliinini;' .sail lo oiir (\V('s, \vr 1 timed all 
fdaeb (o (heir vision, and drt'w awa,^' IVoin 
fin-in under a sable win.i 4 '. TJml ex(r;,mdt 


nnry uproar died away aliiiosi as snddenb' as 
'I liiKl licgiin; Hr.sl oiu- luul <-iio,i,>?li ..l' ;i 
-il 'l.nni, Ihoii iiiiollicr, II, cn li, ,■<•<• r,„„. 

I'wdiw; and wlicii all had lal'l „ir ,v|||, 
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l('i . ,(ii<l “j 1 1\\ liii" |i,ill ijni"jr> llu' Noiiiul ol' 

(Inn Mill", l)('(‘,iiii(’ ;iii(lil)|(’, I icrsisU'iil » 
1 1 (I I n )| icri I I 1 M' I'l iw In I ,';i‘;i )i( 1 1 ;i I her \\'j(,s \'(‘i’y 
II ! 1 1 1 "I I fii h I t :ii tin I ( ii new liiM’i' W 1 1 liiii 1 | liood, 
llr l);i(l iiol jiiiiinl III I li(‘ ^IkhiI ill'', of jokes, 
1 1(‘) I I ir) I i,h I I M' III' |\ n I I hr lr;r>( I )i| , Hr had 

niiijilMil Ml In . [darr ai'iillisl llir fool 

.i| I hr Ilia -I 1 hail lirrti a'lM'ii |o lllidri*- 
(a m 1 hill", Ix'lnii I lial hr had I hr ral iii^' of 
,1 crnixl (hi" iddr mmiiUIII { Injcr) ill 

I |i( (IrrI w III' li aiih d fniiii 'riiiiloii foi' (hr 

. Hhiinrl Ilf Vh'i'ti.i III ( hr \ ra r of ^^I'iicr IHdO. 
Vnd, iiidrrd, I had ''rrii and r\;tiiiiiird ottr 
, ,j ( hr I Ml 1 1 ( iin o) lii'.old lii'ow II, j)alrh('d roal , 

I hr nil l\ I M a " hill hm of I hr inisri'llaiiroiis lol, 
il.il ami ihiii, will) Ihr uoi'iK /v/////w/r.sw/r 
ihii/i rill', ia\nl *mi il. Mail sol' I ol hill Ion, 

I hrlirvr. III "III \\illi Ihr last of Ihr I'Vdirh 
|;,Mii hnii . " I |M'rn'r\rd il from llu* limr of 

on mi\\ sri'\ irr,” hr r\()laiiH'd, nodding 
, ,|Hi ll\ III > I'raih \ ulliD'r lih<’ head. Il was 
iM,l \ rr\ likrl.s lhal lir had pirki'd up liial rrlir 
1,1 I hr al trri , llr lookrd rrriaillly old ('liougll 
t., h;i\ r foiij'hl a I 'I'ra fa l.i'.a r or> a I any rah', 
I,, h.ivr |)la\rd III . lilllr pari ilirrrasa powdrr- 
i,innk('\ Sliorll\ allrr \M' ha<l lirrn iiilio- 
dorririir liad itiforiiird iiir ill a I'ranro- 

I !) 
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jari>’()n, niuiiibling I l•cInill<)llsly willi 
Ill's tool lik'Ss jaws, lliaL wIh'ii Iio was a "slan’CM* 
jio Iiiylu'r I hail (hal ” lia had seen liu' I'/mpt'i'or 
Nafinleoii ri'liirnin^' IVoin bdha. I( was al 
iiiglil, Ik* iiarra [ed vai*iicly, willioii [ aniina- 
lien, al a spol )K*lween h'lvjus and AiiLilies, 
ill Hu* open eonnlry. A bii*’ Hri* had l)(*(*n li( 
at llie slile of I he ei‘()SS“roads. The jio^mlalion 
from s('^'eral villages had eollecled (here, old 
and young — down lo I In* vei'y children in 
arms, heeanse I he women liad refused Lo slay 
a I liome. Tall soldiei's wearing liigli, liairy 
eajjs stood in a eirele, facing (lie jx’ople si- 
lei illy, and Ihelr sleim ej'es and ])ig mnstaehes 
Avere enough lo make everybody keep al a 
dislanee. Jle, “being an iinjiiidenl lit llo 
sliaver," wriggled out of the ei’OAA'd, creeping 
on Ids liaiids and kne('s as near as lie tlared lo 
I he grenadiers’ legs, and 2)eephig llirongh dis- 
covered, standing perfectly si ill in tlie light 
tjf tlie fire, “a lillle fat felloAV in a three- 
coriH'red liat, butloned U]) in a long slraighl 
coal, with a. big, pale face inclined on ono 
shoulder, looking soim'lhing like; a pri(*sl, 
It is hands were* elasjied beldnd his hack. 

. . . TL a])])e'ars lhat this Avas Lhe Mm- 

jjeror," lhe ancienl eonimenle'd, Avilh a faint 
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sir'll, lie WMS shii'in^’ I'roni lfi(‘ ^roiitid will] id I 
Ill’s mig’hl, Avhen “iny p(>(>r i’allier/' who luul 
iK'eii s(‘ni’chiiig‘ Tor his hoy I'ninlically ('\'e]^y- 
^\■llere, upoii him ami hauled Iitni 

\V{]y by I he ear. 

The bile seems an nulheiilic' recolh'clioii. 
Me rein led if, lo me many linies, using I he 
\"cry same words, d’he graiidrai Ikm* liomuired 
me by Ji speeial aiifl somewhat e?i)l)ari’assiiig’ 
predileelioii. Kxfremes Lom‘h. lIc' was llie 
oldest meml)er by a long way iu dial eoni- 
pan^^ and 1 wiis, if I may siiy so, its lem- 
ponirily adopted baby. lie liad been a j)iIoL 
I(.'>nger than any man in tlie ])oai could re- 
member; thirty— "forty years, lie did not 
.seem certain himsell, [)iiL it eonitl be found 
oil I, he suggested, in tlic areliives of llie 
1 ^ilot-odice. lie IukI been pcn.sionod olfyeai’s 
before, bu( he went on I from force of habit; 
■itid, as my friend tlic qmiron of ilic eomjiaiiy 
Alice confided to me in a whisper, "'the old 
vhap did no liarm. He was no! in (he way.” 
J-^hey treated him with rough defei’mice. 
)ne and anollicr would address some insig- 
lifieant remark to lum now and again, but 
lobody really took any notice of what he 
ukI to say. He had .sii leaved his .streiiglh, 
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liis iis(‘l‘uln(\s.s. Ills very M’lsdoni. Ho wore 
gToen, worsled sioekings ]>nlle{l uj) 
llic knee over Jii.s Iroii.sers, a hoi'I. of 
woollen iiig'lilejip on In’s luiirless eraiiiiini, 
and \voo<len eloi^'s on liis iVel-. ^Yilllonl iiis 
lioodecl cloak lie looked like a peasanL. Half 
a <lozen hands would he extend('d lo lad]) 
him on ))oai‘d, hnf aflerwar<l he was hd'L 
j)!‘eLly inueh (o his own (houghls. 01’ eoiirse 
lie never did any work, e\e{‘j)l, jierliaps, lo 
(‘asl oir some r()])e when ]iaile<l, “//A /k/a- 
eicff ! lei ^’■o (he halyards (here, al your hand" 
—or some such re([iiesL oi* an easy kind. 

No one look iioliee in anj'’ way ol* llie 
eliiickling wilhin I he .shadow of llie lioixl. 
He ke])L it u]) for a lon^' lime willi inlense 
enjoyment. Obviously he had ])reserved in- 
lacl the imioeene(* of mind which is easily 
anui.sed. Bui when liis hilarity had ex- 
hausted itself, lie made a profe.ssional remark 
in a .self-as.sertive hut ({uavering voice; 

“(Vin’l expect inucli work on a night like 
this." 

No one look it up. It, was a mere Iruism. 
Nothing under canvas could be exj)ee(etl lo 
make a jiort on such an idle night of dreamy 
splendour and spiritual stillne.ss. AVe would 
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have lo glide idly lo and fro, Uet']>ing on 
slalion wiLliiii llie a])])oinled hearings, and 
tiid(‘ss a iVcsIi hreezo sprang up with lln 
< lawn, wo w(ndd land boforo sunrise on 
small isIoL lhal, wiLliiji iuiU‘s of ns, slioir 
like a lump of frozen nioonliglil^ fo "■j)r(*,'ik i 
c-J’iisl and take a j)ul] at ilio wine bottle. " 
w'as fainiliar villi the jn’oeodure. '^PIk' sloii 
hoat einpLi(‘d of her (a'owd wonlcl U('stle he 
hnoyani, eapable side again.st llie very I'oel 
-'--sneli is the jjerfectly smooth atneniiy t>i 
[ li(‘ elassic sea when in a geiitk' naxHi. 
cnisl broken and the mouthful of viiu 
swallowed — it was literally no more than IhaL 
^\''i^h this absleniious j'aee— tJie pilots vould 
pass llu' lime stamping their feel on I he slabs 
of S('a -salted stone and blowing into their 
It i])j)(‘(l fingers. One or two mi.san t lii'ojtists 
would sit apart, perched on boulders like 
It inn like sea -fowl of solitary habits; the so- 
einbly (lisi)osed would gossip .scauidaloiisly 
ill little gestieulallng knots; and Ihei'e would 
l)(‘ p(M‘i)elnaliy one or another of my hosts 
In King aim al the eniply Itcn’izon willi the 
long, brass Lube of tlie lelescopc, a heavy, 
ui tirderoiis-looking piece of collecliee jn’op- 
everlastingly ehaiiging liands willi bran- 
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disliiiii'' <’111(1 m()^’^il^(‘ll(s. TIk'ii adoiil 

iiooii (il wii.s a short liii'ii of duly- llio loiii^' 
(uni las(,('(l (u’oiily-J’oui’ hours} anollu'i’ hoal- 
fiii of pilots would i'(di(‘\'(‘ us-- and w'c.' should 
sl<'{'r Tor I lie old riiooiuViau j)oi’l, douiiuah'd, 
walolu'd oA'cr from IIk' rldfi(' of a dusl-^'ray, 
arid hill by (ha l’a(^an(^^^’hi(a slrij)cd jiila 
of I ho Notix' Daiuo do ia (tardo. 

All ill is oaino lo pass as 1 had forosoon 
ill Lho I'ulhioss of iiiy wi’y rocriil (’Xporiiaioo. 
IhiL also soiiH' tiling' iiol, loriAsiaMi by luo did 
lappoii, sonu'l liiiii^ whioh oauscss lui* (o ro- 
niondx'r iiiy last ouliiii^' willi lho jiilols. ll 
was oil (his oooasioii (hal uiy liaiid touoliod, 
for [ho first, [ini(‘, (ho sido of an J^hig'lisli 
stiip. 

No fj'osh hroo/o had couk' willi (ho dawn, 
only (lio s(oady lillh' draughi g’oi a inoro 
koon odgi' on il as lho oasloni sky booanio 
bright, and glassy willi a olcan, oolourloss ligliL. 
It was while wo woro all ashore on Liio isloL 
lhai, a sJoanior w'as piokod up by Llio loh'soopo, 
a blaok s])ook llko an iiist'ol posed on Llu' hard 
otigo of (lie oiling. She oiiiorgod rapidly to 
Iier wal(‘r-lino and oanto on steadily, a slim 
Inill with a long streak of smoke slanting away 
from (ho rising sun. \\c embarked in a 
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\ I' !■; K '>(1 \ \ I, K('()l{ 1) 


'|||||.\. :iliil lii'.nlril (in' l)n;i| oill lor ni|r pi’cy, 
I >i 1 1 w (’ I i,M I M \ inn \ n I I |j !'('(' nil lt"{ ;i n lioiir, 

''he .1 lit". rnryo ^|(>;titU'i’ (>!' 

.1 t \ I If 1 1 1,1 1 I , In Ilf Mif ! nil t 111' sn.'i iin iiior<' 
III. Ilk llllll, Wllll InW , wllilr Ml I )(‘l',s( riK'l 11 1'l'S, 
f)n\\f|lull\ ll"■'f^l Wllil lIlli'C in.'i^ls iilid ;i lol 
III \ o 1 1 1 . nil Nil' loir, I w n Ii;i ||(K ;i t ||('|' I'llor*- 
l:llnlt'^ \\|ifrl .(f.'ini '.I fi'i iiii; in'ii r \\;i,s iiol :i 

liutlfl nf intJi'.f III tilfsf (hl\s illld \\nlll 
III! Ill (Ml lilf liiiik'r llti'ff oIIk'i'.^, I)ulk,^ ill 

I 1 1 1< k Mitf I.'irkf h. I III l((^\ !';i(’('(l, iiuiflk'd lip, 

with |M';ik I Mipposc ;ill hi'i' oflicri's. 

'riinif nil* ,lii|>'- I h:i\r iiicl iiioi'i' llinii oiur 
.niN kimwii oil li\ Mi'll I w lioM’ iniiiK's f 
hn \ 1 l'nij:nl Ini : ImiI IIk* iiimik* nl' Iliiil .ship 
till iiuff Ml iitnii) \c‘,'ii'^ lu^'o in ilu’ clnir 

IliiNt nl n mill, jink* siiiirisr I Inn'i* iiol I'or- 
fiiMnn ilnw roiilil I llii* (ii'sl Miif^li.sli ship 

iji winin' M<lr I <'^n‘ Inid iiiy Iiiiiid! Tlin 
iiniiH* I rnid il Ifltrrliy IcHn'oii llu‘ how 
.Itifiirs liV.''/n// ,\ol very i'oniiiiilic, you 
will *,a\. Tin* iniiin* of n very ('oiisidcrahln, 
wi 11 Knnwii, Mini inn \'n’.siiny rt'sjx’clnd Norlh- 
niiiiliw 'nhip nv\ nor, 1 liolii’N'i*. JfinK'.s Wnsl- 
dl I W hn! liol lor iniiiio could iin lioiiounddc, 
mill Will kin;: ship )m\’c? 'I'o me llie vi'vy 

' I < 1 1 1 pt ( m, ol llio Idlers is nlivi* wnlli ilu‘ iO“ 
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ijiaiilio IVeling of licr reality ns [ saw lit'r Iloat 
iii;4 inol ioii](‘ss and l>ori*()\vin^4‘ an id(‘al «J!'rao«' 
iVoia (lie aiislei‘(‘ ]>i!ri(y of 

^\<* \\'<'re lluMi \'ery iK'ar Ikm* and, on a 
.sudden inijinlse. 1 ^a)llnl le■{M'(‘<j l<» pull l)o\\ 
ni llte diiii'ji^N’ ndiieli sliov'ed off a( oin-i' In 
jail llie on hoard wliile onr lioal, CarirK'd 
)>; IIm' rniiil air \\dneli Jiad alU'ii(l<'d n.s all 
tlir<)ii,i;li (li<‘ Jii^>Ii(, \ven( on ^•lidin<; !>rnllv 

|>asl (lie l)la(dv, ^fisleniii^- hai^'lli of [In' .sliij). 
A I’rw s(n>k<‘.s hrongid ns nl<)ii^‘sid<', and i( \\;,s 


Him dial, for the very firs! liin<‘ in my life, 
I iHMid iny.self addro.ssed in ICn^disli the 
sjKveli of iny .seercL elioie(‘, of m.y riilnn^, of 
lono friendsliips, of (lie deepest aflVelions. 
el Innirs of toil and hours of <‘as(‘, and of 


sniilary Itoiir.s, loo, of IBooks read, (d’ tlioiiyhls 
|an-sii<‘d, of I'cineinbered emotions of tn\ 
very dreams! And if (after heinn- 
K'lie.l hy it in (Iml jiarl of me wlii<*h ('.•inmd 
demy) r.Iare not claim it aloml as my ow,,. 
then, at any rate, the .speeeh of my ellihljvii’ 
t/nis small events grow memorahl<' the 
of lime. As to lire ((ualily (if the 
a-'i'yilsoll roannol ,s„,v il w„.s v.t.v si riki,,;.. 

'lic-t l„r j„i<l <lcw,i,| ,,r „i) 

''''‘'■"I toi'o, il con.si.stcl |,ro<.is<.l_v „r ||„, 
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llli’cr 'l.noK mil IIk'jv'” ''I'owh'd oil! 

I M 1 ■ K 1 1 \ . i I H > \ ( ' 1 1 1^\ I U‘;t( I . 

H pl'oi Tl'llci I IhHIl ;i |';t( IVIlow (Ik' llild 

Ml I till n I 'I \ Ii-i 1 1 > uihlr cliiti) ill ,‘| |)]lK‘ 
UMollcii 'Jiiit .’iinl riinni\ lin’(M'ln's [)tiil('(l Mp 
w • I \ III"!). < \ r 1 1 ( ( I I III' lr\’('l of his hi'ciisl Im)II(\ 
)_> ;i jiiiir III’ III', Id's ijiiili' lo piihlic 

y , wiiri’i' lir nIiiihI IIh'IT wjis lio hill- 
,\;ii|,, Imt mil\ ;t mil :iii(l shiiicliioiis, 1 was 
tlilr It) liikf in :<l ;i iln' whole of his 

V 1 1 hi iiMiit III . [>ei ^iHi I'rmii his I'l'ol to llie hi^h 


ut\\o of hi < -nl'l Mork hoi, wliich sal liki' an 
ilr.iird lkin"od ooiic on his head. 'The 
Olid liios'-iM' ;i.s])(‘cl ol' lhal d(’(‘k- 
loiid (1 'OippO''*' In' wio^ I ha I \'('r^\' liki'ly tin* 
oiMp hiinnifi' '^nrpi’iseii nie vel’y iiiiieh. i\l,y 
■,,uisr(»t‘ K’.idiMa. Ill' dh’ainiii.i;', Miul lon/^'iiiK I'or 
111 ' -.('ji h;i<l iiol prepared nn* i'or a si'a hrolher 
,1 ( |i;i| soi l 1 ne\ er iiu'l a^^'ain a liMnn' in 


Ih- Iciml like In^ ext'epi in Ihe i llnsl ra I ions to 
\]i \y . y\. .hieohs's MtosI eiih’i'laiiiin/*' tales 
,1 lijii'Mrs niitl eon ,(em: lull ihe iiis|)ir('(I Inleiil 
)l Ml, JjH'ol)'- lor pokni;*, endl(\ss Inn at iioor. 


niMK'eiil -nilm . in a prose uhieli, liowi'ver 

its felieiloiis inv('ntion, is 

ilw Ji> s art islieiill\ adinsled to ohs('rv('(i triitli, 
^ j,., ‘mil vet P«‘rhaps iMr. .laeohs hintself 
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was no! ycl. I I'niU'y dial, atniosl, il' ho had 
mado his iiurso lauf^h il was ahoiil all Ix' ha<l 
a(*hi(*V(Ml al Ihal oarl,\ dalo. 

'Tlioroloix', I rojK'al, olhor disahililios aparl, 
I oould nof ha\'o )) 0 {m] |)i’(‘j)ar('d Tor llu* si^lil 
())‘ lhal husky old porpoise, ddio ohjool of 
his coiiois{' addi’oss was lo call iny alloidioii 
lo a ro])o whioh ho iiioonliiioiilly flini^' d(nvti 
for nio lo caloli. 1 oaiighL it, Ihoii^h il was 
not really nocossary, Iho sliij) ]ia\'in^' no way 
on her hy tliat time. Thou ovoiy thing won! 
on very swiftly. The dinghy oatno with a 
slight hutn]) against the sloanior’s side; lh<‘ 
j)i]()L, grahhing the rope ladder, had .soramhlod 
lialf-way U]) hofoi’o T know that onr task of 
hoarding was doiu'; the hai’sh, inn Pled clang- 
ing of the engino-i'oom telegraph slrn<*k iny 
ear through the iron plate; my companion in 
the dinghy was urging mo to “shove off — push 
Inird’'; and wdien I hore against the smooth 
flank of the first Knglish ship I over touched 
in my life, 1 felt it already liirohhing under 
my o]:)en palm. 

I-ler Iiead swung a little to the west, point- 
ing toward the miniature lighthouse of tin* 
JollicLte breakwater, far away there, hardly 
di.sLingiiisluiblc against the land. The dingliy 
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, I I M> I < t .i ' |ii I ti \ . I )t.i .li \ |iy, III 1 }ir \\ ;|^ll oF 

ill. w .il < .( iM I, t III lull" III iii\ sr;i( , I Coliowcd 

III) /( ' /"// WiMi iii.\ r_\rs. Hcrori' .sIk' 

Ii.dI ".in' III .1 i|ii:iil<‘i 1)1 .'1 mill* sli(' lioisicd 

li, I ll.i" .1 (in }m 1 1 Mill r U‘‘;tilii 1 mils pK'scrilic 
I,, I .||M\III‘ .Illti dr|Mirni'' sFlijts. 1 il 

ii.|,|iiil\ llh 1,1 I .iml <ltr;iiii mil nii IIm* fijiij;'- 
j .1 1 ) I Im Itisl Kn d<’ii ' 1 11 I li(' |)('llii('i(I, ! 

,.,l,,uili .iliiii) plii'K l);i(liiii;‘ (he ilivili ;iii<l 
..i Ml I 1 <)} lli.il MUitlicni );iihI, I)i<’ li\'i(] 

, j, I , I Ih’ I I lit p.ilf. :i|;iss\ Mur liliilrr llu' 

d.i \ I N <i| lli.il roM simn,s(‘, il ;is ! 

1 ., I ,( I III t 1 (Miild irjirli, I lir only spol of | 

, Mj.l, 1,1 <..|m)|i ll.iitir 1 iK<‘. iiih'iisr, Jiiid jiH'S- 

, III I' ,1 . Ill III 11 1 1 ;i - I lir I iii\ I'rd s();ii'l\ llir <*oii~ 

, , Ml 1 1 1< *1 I' ll* ' 1 1'*'! '»•' I'l fin' kiiidK'S in 

(I,, , l. u Im .ii I 1.1 ;i "l.'lir id' rr\sl;ii. d'lii' K(‘d 

' I ,, I ,1 Mil- \ iidiolir. pinlri liiiM, \\ jiriii ))il oF 

1.. ,M|iir- linn:- widr Upon (lir srus, .‘Hid d(*.s- 

i hiHil |i)i 11 iii;iii.\ \r.'iis lo (ir llir only roid 

) 1 \ I J I n_\ 1 ir.H i 
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